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CITY OF LYNN. 



In Board ok Mayor and Aldkrmen, | 
January a, 1S90. ) 



Accepted and ordered printed with other City Documents. 



Sent down for concurrence. 



Adopted in concurrence. 



Approved. 



CHAS. E. PARSONS, City CUrk. 



Ii« Common Council, Jan. 2, iSt/). 



JOHN K. STORY, Clerk. 



ASA T. NEWHALL, Mayor, 



A true copy. Attest: 



CHAS. E. PARSONS, City Clerk. 



FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



To His Honor the Mayor and the City Council: 

The Board of Park Commissioners, in accordance with the 
requirements of the Park Act, submits its first annual report. 

The Park Act of 1882 was accepted by the voters of Lynn at 
the State election of Nov. 6, 1888. On Dec. 4 following, five 
Commissioners were appointed, as follows : 

Charles H. Newhall, term expires May i, 1890. 

A. F. Smith, " " " " 1891. 

B. F. Spinney, " *' " " 1892. 
Alfred Cross, " ^' '* ''1893. 
E. H. Johnson, '' " *' *' 1894. 

On July 23d, 1889, C. H. Newhall resigned and Philip A. 
Chase was appointed. On August 26th Alfred Cross and E. H. 
Johnson resigned, and C. H. Pinkham and Frank W. Jones 
became their successors. 

The Board organized in October of the present year. Philip 
A. Chase was chosen Chairman, and Frank W. Jones, Secretary. 

The first movement to create a public park was started by 
several citizens, whose knowledge of Lynn woods was gained by 
visits and explorations. Impressed with the beauty and attract- 
iveness of these woods, they conceived the idea of gaining pos- 
session of so much of the territory as could be acquired by gift 
from the owners or by purchase to the extent of the means 
afforded by the voluntary contributions of their fellow citizens. 

By an Act of the Legislature, seven persons friendly to the 
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above scheme were created a Board of Trustees, to hold in trust 
for the enjoyment of the people of Lynn whatever wild land in a 
limited district should be conveyed to them. The land so held is 
called the Free Public Forest, and whether the title be vested in 
the Free Public Forest Trustees or in the city of Lynn, it is dedi- 
cated to the public, and is a part and parcel of the Lynn Com- 
mons, transferred from the land owners to the people, and to all 
intents and purposes becomes a part of the public lands of the 
city of Lynn. 

Perhaps this is the proper place to acknowledge the labors of 
the Forest Trustees, and to thank particularly C. M. Tracy, Esq., 
whose zeal and example have inspired many of our citizens to 
assist in the present work. 

The voluntary plan of the Forest Trustees had secured about 
one hundred and fifty acres and justified the hopes of its friends. 
But the construction of the water basin in Blood Swamp, and the 
road around it, made Lynn woods more accessible and liable to 
human occupation. The gifls of land and money ceased. Many 
who had assisted and encouraged the work of the Trustees now 
realized that a different method of gaining public possession 
would be needed. The Park Act, with its power of condemna- 
tion, seemed to promise a surer way if money could be secured 
for payment of lands taken or purchased. 

Consequently, many citizens interested in preserving the water- 
shed of the water supply of the city, pledged the sum of $20,- 
000.00 "to aid the city of Lynn in the purchase and improve- 
ment of the land in Lynn woods as a public park." The City 
Council quickly noticed this generous ofler and voted the follow- 
ing appropriation : 

CITY OF LYNN. 

In Board op Mayor and Aldermen, July 9, 1889. 

Ordered^ That for the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred 
under the provisions of Chapter 154 of the Acts of 1882, entitled *'An 
Act authorizing towns and cities to lay out Public Parks within their 
limits," the Treasurer make bonds of the city to an amount not exceeding 
thirty (30) thousand dollars, the date of the issue of said bonds to be 
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July I, 1889, and to become due and payable July i, 1919, bearing interest 
payable semi-annually, at the rate of four per cent, per annum, executed 
in accordance with the terms of said Act ; that, under the direction of the 
Committee on Finance, he issue the same from time to time, agreeably to 
the provisions of said Act. 

Adopted by yea and nay vote, seven Aldermen voting in the affirma- 
tive, none in the negative. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

CHAS. E. PARSONS, City Clerk. 

In Common Council, July 9, 1889. 

Adopted in concurrence by yea and nay vote, twenty-one members 
voting in the affirmative, and two in the negative. 

JOHN R. STORY, Clerk. 

Approved. 

ASA T. NEWHALL, Mayor. 

A true copy. Attest: 

CHAS. E. PARSONS, City Clerk. 

m 

This appropriation was not available till December, but a 
survey was begun in October, and although not yet completed, 
the purchase of wood lots has begim, and nearly all the land from 
Breed's Pond to Walden Pond is in negotiation. 

The work proceeds as fast as the old deeds can be found, the 
titles examined, and the lands of the one hundred different 
owners located. 

The Commissioners have decided to make the line of Dungeon 
Wall, which extends across the upper end of Breed's Pond to 
Wyoma, the southern limit of their taking, the new water basin 
the northern boundary. From east to west the Park will extend 
from Lynnfield street to Walnut street and Saugus line, except a 
strip of occupied and improved land on both streets, and not on 
the water-shed of the ponds. 

Of the area described, the Park Commissioners will purchase 
700 acres. The territory of land and water area that will be dedi- 
cated to the public will embrace about 1,400 acres, as follows : 
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Pine Hill (around the reservoir) and both 
sides of Breed's Pond, now owned by 
the city 60 acres. 

Park Commissioners* taking 700 

Lands held by Free Public Forest Trustees 150 

Lands acquired and to be acquired in Lynn 

and Saugus by the Water Board . . 200 '* 

Area of ponds 300 " 

It is no exaggeration to say that this public domain will be 
magnificent. The people of Lynn, who transmit to posterity this 
deed of true beneficence, may rejoice that to them belongs the 
honor of leaving a heritage that neither time nor art can impair. 
The delights of these woods are not reserved for Lynn alone ; 
the eastern gate is only three miles from Peabody and Salem ; its 
western, the same distance from Chelsea, Everett, Maiden, Mel- 
rose and Wakefield. 

It is a rare and favorable circumstance to find in close proxim- 
ity to a populous city so large a tract of territory unfit for tillage 
and too rugged for homestead settlement. The street cars will 
carry in half an hour their passengers from the centre of the city 
to the boundaries of the Park. A few thousand dollars expended 
will construct roads and footpaths that will give access to all parts 
of the woods. Here one may find the scenery and the seclusion 
of the woods of Maine. Nearly every tree native to New Eng- 
land, but especially pine, oak, maple and walnut grow here. 
There are four ponds, but more may be easily made by damming 
the brooks that flow through the valleys. The boulders that are 
scattered on the rocky hillsides are wonders in size and shape. 
From the summits of the high hills views of surpassing beauty 
give a range of vision from the ocean and shore to the mountains 
of New Hampshire. 

A NAME. 

To the early settlers belong the honor of establishing the first 
public park. All the wild lands being owned in common by the 
inhabitants, where each had the right to cut his wood and find 
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pasturage for his cattle, hence the old name found in ancient 
deeds, "Lynn Commons." In 1706 a division of these lands 
MTas voted in town meeting, and a commission allotted them to 
proprietors of enclosed lands in the ratio of their holdings. 

Common-wood has been suggested as a name which by the 
name Common restores the sense of ownership by the people. 
The Commissioners do not formally offer a name for the park, 
but are content to allow Lynn Woods to stand until another is 
suggested and receives general approval. 

BOG MEADOW. 

The Council, late in the year, appropriated six thousand dollars 
of the same tenor as the preceding, for the purchase of about 
twenty-five acres in Bog Meadow. It was understood that this 
sum would enable the Commissioners to make a survey and war- 
rant them in taking a bond from the owners to sell. A partial 
survey has been made, but cannot be completed till the water in 
the meadow freezes. 

It is needless for the Commissioners to say that the draining of 
this bog and its conversion into a public square will be greatly 
appreciated by the inhabitants of Ward3 Two and Three, and 
the highland district of Ward Four, and will enhance the taxable 
value of property to an extent that ought to repay in a few years 
the present outlay. 

The consent of the General Court will be required to divert 
Stacey's Brook, which flows through this meadow. The present 
condition of this district cannot be improved until the water in the 
meadow is carried off. 

The street cars from distant parts of the city pass on both sides 
of the proposed park, so that the pleasures of the place may be 
enjoyed by many. A playground for both young and old is 
needed, since the fields that were formerly open for out-of-door 
sports are built upon or closed. The request for a playground, 
that the boys and girls of our city have urged for several years, 
is not unreasonable. Bog Meadow affords ample space. A 
skating pond would be easily made. Ball grounds and tennis 
courts can be laid out. A beautiful grove on its western border 
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will furnish a shady retreat. The expenditure of a few thousand 
dollars will transform this now useless and unsig;htly marsh into a 
beautiful and enjoyable pleasure ground. 

The Commissioners, before asking for an appropriation and 
deciding finally to take Lynn Woods for a park, sought the 
advice of the distinguished landscape architect, Mr. Frederick 
Law Olmsted, who laid out Central Park, New York, and 
Franklin Park, Boston, whose opinion is herewith submitted : 



Brooklink, Mass., Nov. 19th, 1889. 

Mr. Philip A. Chase, Chairman 0/ He Pari Commission of Lynn, 
Mass. : 

Sir : ~ At your request and under your guidance we have made such 
examination of the property lately coming under the charge of your 
Board, as we have thought necessary to juitify an ezpression of our 
profeeaional judgment upon the question of Jti availability and value as a 
place of public recreation. 

This question at once suggests a consideration of the proviaions 
commonly made elsewhere for the same purpose ; more especially in the 
perks of our larger cities. In a general survey of these, certain common 
characteristics are so obvious that the term park-like is in general use, as 
descriptive of a particular character of scenery. The principal elements 
of park-like scenery are broad, level or gently undulating, areas of smooth, 
clean turf, bordered by trees with low and spreading branches standing 
singly and in groups, and interspersed with objects of a decorative character, 
either natural, as when in the form of flowering ahrubs, or artificial, as 
when in elegant structures, all in a finely dressed condition. 

The moat striking circumstance of your property is that, although 
n'ar by populous and flourishing communities, much of it is in a Etate of 
undisturbed nature and, as a whole, it is in a singularly wild, rugged and 
rude condition. Hardly any of it has been under tillage, and, were it not 
for Ihe trees growing spontaneously upon it, it would be a desert. The 
reason it has been allowed to remain of such a character is found in the 
outcropping ledges and the bowlders and gravel with which its surface is 

For the same reason you cannot hope to make it ever take on a " park- 
like" character. If you attempt it the result will be poor and will be 
obtained at preposterous cost. Nor can you hope ever to introduce 
decorative featurea of the sort commonly expected to be seen in parks in 
such a manner that they will not be discordant with the general character 
of the scenery and offensive to good taste. Should you be offered a gift 
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of half a million dollars with' a condition that it should be applied to such 
objects it would be a great extravagance to accept it. 

Because of the hopelessness of making the property park-like, and, 
because being unpark-like in other particulars, the decorative features 
commonly seen in parks would appear fussy and impertinent, everywhere 
jarring upon the natural scenery, there is danger that the value of the 
property, as a place of public recreation, will fail to be realized, and that 
means of profitably adding to its value will be grudged. 

To lessen this danger it will be well to consider wherein lies the 
intrinsic value of public parks. Mainly, a park is valuable to a city, as it 
ofiers those resorting to it opportunity to escape with little trouble or cost 
from their ordinary artificial surroundings. To escape, that is to say, 
from the neighborhood of objects associated with common conditions of 
fatigue, wear and tear, and nervous irritation, to others as much as possible 
foreign to them. 

That the scenery offered in parks is not generally, to any great extent, 
of a rugged and wild forest aspect, is not because such scenery would not 
be available for the purpose of a park, but because, when, in the history of 
A city, ground comes to be selected for a park, no considerable area can be 
found within a convenient distance within which a rugged, wild and forest- 
like character, if it ever existed, has not been destroyed, either for industrial 
purposes or with the object of adapting portions of the ground to dwelling 
places, in which these qualities would conflict with domestic convenience. 
Moreover, it is not often possible to find, near a town, any larger area 
from within which buildings or artificial constructions, lying outside of it, 
do not force themselves undesirably upon the attention of visitors. For 
these and other reasons, in most city parks, an excess of human and arti- 
ficial elements have been found unavoidable. This being the case, a sense 
of fitness, congruity and becomingness requires a degree of elegance, 
finish and neatness, in all that comes under the eye in ordinary city parks, 
that would otherwise be unnecessary to a satisfactory result. 

The advantage of your property, with reference to the same general 
purpose of supplying a place of refreshing and restful relief from scenery 
associated with the more wearing part of the life of towns-people, is found 
in the circumstance that it consists of a series of elevations so disposed 
about a comparatively depressed area that from most points within its 
boundaries nothing can be seen of all that lies beyond its boundaries. 
Though rugged and rocky it is well watered and densely wooded. The 
broken topography of the region about it and other circumstances will aid 
to prevent in the future, as in the past, intrusions from without upon its 
scenery. The extent of the property is such that with reasonable care and 
skill all essential accommodations may be provided for the use of it by the 
public without any marked disturbance of its natural character. As it 
stands it offers rare opportunities for those forms of recreation which 
experience shows to be of the most use to the great body of the 
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people of a citj. Under good management its value, in this respect, can 
be greatlj increased. Such good management need not be costly. What 
is mainly required is that a method of improvement shall be pursued 
steadily, systematically, continuously, for a series of years. It need 
employ but a small force, provided this force is constantly employed and 
id directed unwaveringly to the accomplishment of certain specific objects. 

Of these objects the most important will be the gradual thinning of 
the native forest, the less promising trees being taken out, leaving those 
selected to remain to have a larger share of fertility, moisture, air and 
light, with which advantage they would gradually give the entire forest a 
character much more impressive and more effective for the purpose of 
public recreation. 

Next in importance would be the introduction, at numerous points, of 
new vegetation of various kinds, and with a view to different objects of 
detail. In some cases this would be for the covering of places which, by 
reason of sterility and hard exposure, are comparatively dreary of aspect, 
plants, being wanted under such circumstances, either that, once started, 
will flourish under the required conditions, or plants, which, growing from 
occasional small deposits of soil, will spread over and hide large and 
forlorn intermediate spaces. 

In other cases the object in view would be the gradual replacing, in 
damp places, of the comparatively sickly plants now growing in them by 
others better adapted to flourish in such localities. In yet others, the aim 
would be to enlarge, strengthen and emphasize a local character due to an 
existing growth by adding to that growth and removing growths that are 
now weakening to the character in question. 

A few men kept at work with motives such as these, removing that 
which, if it remains, will be harmful to a desirable character; replacing it 
with that which will be helpful, will gradually add greatly to the intrinsic 
value of the property. 

We urge this element of management, because the sooner it is entered 
upon the less will be the cost of results of a given value that can only be 
obtained by a steady course of operations for a series of years. Roads and 
walks, bridges, shelters and other constuctions, may be obtained within a 
given short time, when set about. The difficulty of obtaining what is 
wanted in them is not increased by postponing outlay for it. 

Your obedient servants, 

F. U OLMSTED & CO., 

Landscape Architects, 
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The financial exhibit is as follows : 
♦Appropriations $36,000 00 



EXPENDITURES. 



Land purchased in Lynn woods— 62 acres, 70 rods . $1,285 00 
Survey 55, 15 

Attorney 72 00 

Balance of appropriation 34»i63 85 

$36,000 00 



*Six thousand dollars to be used in the purchase of Bog Meadow. 

"The Commissioners take pleasure in acknowledging the follow 
ing gifts of woodland : 

A. F. Breed 3^ acres. 

Dr. E. Newhall 7 " 

Heirs of Philip Chase 4* " 

William O. Newhall 7 *' 



Respectfully submitted, 

Charles H. Pinkham, 
Frank W. Jonks, 
B. F. Spinney, 
Aaron F. Smith, 
Philip A. Chase, 

Lynn, Mass., Dec. 24, 1889. 
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THE PARK ACT. 

[Chap. 154.] 

AN ACT AUTHORIZING TOWNS AND CITIES TO LAY OUT PUBLIC 

PARKS WITHIN THEIR LIMITS. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section i . Any town in this Commonwealth which accepts 
the provisions of this act in the manner hereinafter prescribed 
may, at a legal meeting called for the purpose, elect three compe- 
tent persons who shall constitute a board of park commissioners 
for such town, and may prescribe their terms of office ; and the 
mayor of any city which in such manner accepts said provisions 
may, with the approval of the city council, as soon as may be 
after such acceptance, appoint five competent persons who shall 
constitute a board of park commissioners for such city, and who 
shall hold their offices until the expiration of terms of one, two, 
three, four and five years respectively, from the first Monday in 
May next following such appointment ; and the mayor shall, be- 
fore the first Monday in May in each year thereafter, with like ap- 
proval appoint one such commissioner to continue in office for five 
years from the expiration of the term of the commissioner then next 
outgoing. No person shall be such commissioner who is at the 
same time a selectman, or other officer of such town, or a mem- 
ber of the city council, clerk or treasurer of such city ; and any 
such commissioner may be removed by a vote of two-thirds of the 
legal voters of such town, at a legal town meeting called for the 
purpose, or by a concurrent vote of two-thirds of the whole of 
each branch of such city council. 

Sect. 2. Any vacancy occurring in such board shall be filled 
for the residue of the term of the commissioner whose place is to 
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be filled in the manner in which such commissioner was originally 
appointed. Such commissioners shall serve without compensation. 

Sect. 3. Such boards of park commissioners shall have power 
to locate within the limits of their respective towns or cities a 
public park or parks, and for that purpose from time to time to 
take in fee by purchase, gift, devise or otherwise, any and all such 
lands as they may deem desirable therefor, or to take bonds for the 
conveyance thereof to their respective towns or cities ; to lay out 
and improve any such park or parks ; to make rules for the use 
and government thereof, and for breaches of such rules to affix 
penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for one offence, to be 
imposed by any court of competent jurisdiction ; to appoint all 
necessary engineers, surveyors, clerks and other officers, including 
a police force to act in such parks ; to define the powers and duties 
of such officers and fix the amount of their compensation ; and 
generally to do all acts needful for the proper execution of the 
powers and duties granted to or imposed upon such town or city 
or upon such boards by this act : provided^ however^ that no land 
shall be taken, or any other thing involving an exp>enditure of 
money be done under this act until an appropriation sufficient to 
cover the estimated expense thereof shall in a town have been 
made by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters present and voting 
in a legal town meeting called for the purpose, or in a city by a 
vote of two-thirds of each branch of the city council ; and such 
expenditures shall in no case exceed the appropriations made 
therefor, and all contracts made for expenditures beyond the 
amount of such appropriations shall be void ; provided^ further^ 
that in a town no taking of land otherwise than by purchase shall 
be valid unless such taking is reported to the town, filed, accepted 
and allowed, as provided by section seventy-one of chapter forty- 
nine of the Public Statutes in the case of laying out town ways. 

Sect. 4. Such board shall, within sixty days after the taking 
of any land under this act, file and cause to be recorded in the 
r^istry of deeds for the county or district in which any land so 
taken is situated a description thereof sufficiently accurate for 
identifying, the same. 

Sect. 5. Such boards shall respectively estimate and determine 
all damages sustained by any person by the taking of land or by 
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Other acts of such boards in the execution of the powers vested in 
them respectively by this act ; but a person aggrieved by any such 
determination of the board may have his damages assessed by a 
jury of the superior court in the same manner as is provided by 
law with respect to damages sustained by reason of the laying out 
of ways. If upon trial damages are increased beyond the award, 
the party in whose favor the award was made shall recover his- 
costs ; otherwise he shall pay costs ; and costs shall be taxed as in 
civil cases. 

Sect. 6. The fee of any land taken or purchased by such 
boards in any town or city for a park under this act shall vest in 
the town or city in which such park is laid out ; and such town or 
city shall be liable to pay all damages assessed or determined, as 
provided in the preceding section, iind all other costs and expenses 
incurred by its board of park commissioners in the execution of 
the powers vested in such board by this act. Any town or city 
shall also be authorized to take and hold in trust or otherwise any 
devise, grant, gift or bequest that may be made for the purpose of 
laying out, improving or ornamenting any park or parks therein. 

Sbct. 7. The boards of park commissioners in their respective 
towns and cities shall have the same authority to determine the 
value of, and assess upon real estate the amount of, betterments 
accruing to said real estate by the locating and laying out of a 
park or parks under this act that is conferred by chapter fifty-one 
of the Public Statutes upon boards of city or town officers athorized 
to lay out streets or ways ; and the provisions of the first eight 
sections of said chapter relating to ways, shall apply to such 
assessments by boards of park commissioners in respect to the 
location and laying out of parks as aforesaid : provided^ htywever, 
that no assessment shall lie laid upon any real estate except such 
as abuts upon the park from the laying out of which the betterments 
accrues, or upon a street or way bounded by such park. 

Sect. S. Any town or city in which a public park Is laid out 
under this act may raise, appropriate and expend such sums of 
money as may be deemed best for the purchase and improvement 
of such park or parks, subject to the laws of this Commonwealth 
limiting municipal indebtedness. 

Sect. 9. For the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred 
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under the provisions of this act, the city council of any city shall 
have authority to issue from time to time, and to an amount not 
exceeding the sum actually expended for the purchase or taking 
of lands for a park or parks, bonds or certificates of debt, to be 
denominated on the face thereof the ^^ Public Park Loan," and to 
bear interest at such rates and to be payable at such times as said 
city council may determine. For the redemption of such loan 
such city council shall establish a sinking fund sufficient, with the 
accumulating interest, to provide for the payment of such loan at 
maturity. All amounts received for betterments shall be paid into 
such sinking fund until such fund shall amount to a sum sufficient 
with its accumulations to pay at maturity the bonds for the security 
of which the fund was established. 

Sect. 10. All lands taken or held under this act shall be for- 
ever kept open and maintained as a public park or parks. No 
building covering more than six hundred square feet shall be placed 
or allowed to remain on any such park ; and no street or way, and 
no steam or horse railroad, shall be laid out over any portion of a 
park located under this act, except at such places and in such 
manner as the board of park commissioners shall approve. 

Sect. ii. No military encampment, parade, drill, review or 
other military evolution or exercise shall be held or performed on 
any park laid out as aforesaid except with the consent of such 
board, nor shall any military body without such consent enter or 
move in military order within such park, except in case of riot, 
insurrection, rebellion or war. 

Sect. 12. All such boards of park commissioners shall make 
reports of their respective doings, including detailed statements 
of all receipts, expenditures and liabilities for the preceding year ; 
such reports to be made in towns at the annual town meetings, 
and at such other times as the town may direct, and in cities to the 
city council annually in the month of December. 

Sect. 13. This act shall not take full effect in any town or city 
unless accepted by a majority of the legal voters of such town or 
city present and voting thereon by ballot and using the check list, 
at a meeting or meetings notice whereof has been duly given at 
least seven days beforehand. Such ballots shall be "yes" or *' no'* 
in answer to the question, "Shall an act passed by the legislature 
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of the Commonwealth in the year eighteen hundred and eighty- 
two, entitled ^An Act authorizing towns and cities to lay out 
public parks within their limits/ be accepted?" In a town such 
meetings shall be called and notified in the manner in which 
meetings for the election of town officers are called and notified ; 
and in a city meetings to act thereon shall be held at one time in 
the usual voting places of the city, on such days as shall be 
designated by the board of aldermen at any regular meeting, and 
shall be called and notified by the board of aldermen in the manner 
in which meetings for the election of municipal officers are called 
and notified. The ballots cast shall be assorted, counted, and 
public declaration made thereof in open town or ward meeting, 
and the number of ballots respectively cast shall be registered in 
the town or ward records as the case may be. The clerk of each 
ward in a city shall, within forty-eight hours of the close of the 
polls, make return to the board of aldermen of the number of 
ballots cast in his ward in favor of the acceptance of this act and 
of the number cast against its acceptance. The selectmen and 
town clerk of a town and the board of aldermen of a city in which 
such meeting or meetings are held shall certify, as soon as may be 
thereafter, to the secretary of the Commonwealth, the whole num- 
ber of ballots cast in favor of the acceptance of this act, and the 
whole number cast against its acceptance ; and if it shall appear 
that a majorit}' of the ballots have been cast in favor of acceptance, 
the said secretary shall immediately issue and publish his certificate 
declaring this act to have been duly accepted by such town or city. 

Sect. 14. No second meeting for the purpose of voting upon 
the question of accepting this act shall be called within twelve 
months from the first, unless the first meeting shall have failed 
through illegality or irregularity in the proceedings. 

Sect. 15. This act shall take efiect upon its passage. 
[^Approved April 13^ 1882. 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 



OP THK 



PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



To His Honor the Mayor and City Council: 

The Board of Park Commissioners, in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the Park Act, submits its annual report. 

The Commissioners have completed the taking of lands in 
Lynn Commons, and find that the number of acres, by survey, is 
996, which have been acquired as follows : 

By purchase 815 

By gift 67 

By condemnation 114 

As a matter of fact, the whole tract, however obtained, has 
been condemned to establish a perfect title in cases of ill-defined 
boundaries, possible unknown heirs and claimants. 

Included in the 815 acres named above, as purchased, are 160 
acres which were transferred to the City of Lynn by the Trustees 
of the Free Public Forest, on payment of claims and liens on 
the property, amounting to $2,011.25. 

The entire area in this forest for public use is 1,600 acres. 
Adjoining lands taken by the Water Board, land owned by the 
city, and 304 acres in the ponds, make up this total. There 
is only one park in the country that exceeds this in area ; Fair- 
mount Park, Philadelphia, contains 2,700 acres. 

The Commissioners have decided to give, or rather to con- 
tinue, the name of Lynn Woods to this reservation. It is a 
name bestowed by the early settlers, and is so descriptive and 
complete that it should stand. Of late years names have been 
given to several hills altogether foreign to the place. There is no 
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reason for discarding the old and reputable name of Burrill, once 
applied to the highest hill in the woods, and substituting Mount 
Nebo. The name of Washington is deservedly given to the 
highest of the mountains in New England. What finer tribute 
and more enduring monument has Lynn to offer in commemora- 
tion of John Burrill, a man most eminent in the colony, for many 
years Speaker of the House, and prominent and useful in the 
councils of the town. 

The second jjighest hill had no antecedent name, so that the 
biblical appellation of Mt. Gilead, which has been bestowed, will 
not be contested, although hill is a fitter word than mount to ap- 
ply to an elevation of the earth's surface only 272 feet high. 

It is the wish of the Commissioners that the localities in the 
woods that require a name, should receive a simply descriptive or 
historical one. Whatever usage has sanctioned for many years, 
and wherever the names of the early settlers attach, let not an odd 
fancy or a desire to establish a nomenclature of our woods re- 
move ancient landmarks and the memorials of the simple and 
toilsome life of the pioneers and builders of old Lin. 

ox PASTURE. 

There may be i ,500 acres, mainly ledges and boulders, lying 
north of the ponds and extending to Newburyport turnpike. As 
far as the watershed of Glen Lewis and Walden ponds extends 
in this direction, the land lies within the boundaries of Lynn. 
This territory is called Ox Pasture. The Water Board has pur- 
chased 100 acres on the borders of the ponds. To further protect 
the watershed, a larger area, perhaps 500 acres, should be bought 
by either the Water Board or the Commissioners and added to the 
park. A title to these hill-sides could be acquired for $10,000. 
If purchase is delayed, it is safe to predict that the city will be 
obliged to pay a much larger sum, when the necessity of protect- 
ing the watershed becomes evident to all, and land speculators 
or occupants see their advantage and put the city under tribute. 
After the land is bought, no further outlay is needed. Ox 
Pasture should be preserved in its present wild state. It is a 
maze of rocks, swamps and flinty cliffs, but with many spots 
where the oak, pine and hemlock have attained g^reat size. Wolf 
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pits that the farmers built 200 years ago may be seen here. Two 
that are known are in good condition. 

Whatever this city can do for the preservation of the forests, it 
is bound to do, not for the enjoyment of the living only, but for 
the generations that succeed us. Fifty years hence the popula- 
tion within a radius of ten miles of Boston, if the present rate of 
increase of large towns continues, will number not less than 
3,000,000. These forest spaces for air and exercise which can 
be provided today at such a trifling cost, will be of inestimable 
value to the large population which will seek relaxation and rest 
in Lynn Woods. 

The preservation of forests is becoming a question of vital in- 
terest to the whole country. The destruction of timber in the 
mountainous regions that make the watershed of our great rivers, 
has aroused the public mind to consider the consequences. In 
our small field we may show a public spirit, and bestow a care 
upon the forests around us, that may be a healthful example. The 
area of forest in this country is only eleven per cent, of its surface, 
against twenty-six per cent, in Europe. The expense to citizens 
for maintaining this forest reservation need not deter us, as we 
may learn from the city of Zurich, Switzerland, which derives 
from its forest of Sihwald an income of $8 per acre, or a total of 
$20,000 for the city treasury. Almost half the annual yield was 
from thinnings alone. The proportion of fire wood is 74 per 
cent., yielding 67 per cent, of the total revenue. In the economic 
treatment of this forest there is no sacrifice of its value as a 
pleasure ground ; on the contrary, the thinning out, where the 
trees crowd and obstruct growth, renders it more inviting and 
accessible. 

The growth of our forest has been greatly hindered by frequent 
fires, — in some sections an annual visitation. The destruction 
of trees is not the only damage ; a frequent recurrence of fire 
consumes the soil, or deprives it of fertility and productiveness. 

These fires are generally set by boys for pastime. There has 
been no restraint on this practice, certainly no arrests have been 
made. In future a police will be maintained in the woods, with 
orders to make arrests for kindling a fire for whatever purpose. 
Prompt punishment for the first offence is the surest preventive 
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measure. The same course in cases of carrying fire-arms seems 
necessary, in order to convey the idea to many that the notice of 
prohibition generally posted in the woods is not meaningless, but 
a law that will be enforced. Freedom from fires will insure un- 
interrupted growth, and intelligent forestry will remove the trees 
that have passed their best estate, and those that are too poorly 
conditioned to thrive. 

Very few of the visitors to our woods consider, who look today 
tipon the trees ten to twenty feet high, what they will be with 
half a century of growth added. That this growth will be rapid 
enough to pay the cost of care of the forest is certain ; and doubt- 
less if the business methods of the Swiss are adopted, the 
purchase - money will be returned to the city treasurer at the 
maturity of the thirty years' Park bonds. 

ROADS. 

As soon as Lynn Woods became the property of the public, an 
interest was awakened, congratulations exchanged, and general 
joy expressed in the new possessions. To many the forest was a 
terra incognita; to but few was its extent and character known. 
Immediately urgent appeals were made to the Board to construct 
roads through the territory. To answer this demand, the Com- 
missioners decided to build a road from Lynnfield street over 
Blood Swamp hills on the line of the Great Woods road to a 
point near Penny Brook, on the new pond road, built by the 
Water Board. This road has been completed ; also a road di- 
verging from it to the summit of Mt. Gilead, — a total length ot 
about two miles. Another road will be completed in the spring, 
from Dungeon Rock to the North. Starting from the foot of the 
hill, it ascends by easy grades to the summit, near the mouth ot 
the cave, thence by the old road through middle pasture wall, 
over Pratt's Bridge, along Hemlock Ridge, to the base of the cliffs 
of Mt. Gilead. Passing these and turning eastward on an old 
cart path, the road meets the Great Woods road at its branch 
to Mt. Gilead at a most attractive spot, a hill-side sloping to the 
ponds, bearing large oaks and pines. 

The total length of roads constructed and under way, including 
that built by the Water Board around the new ponds, is six miles. 
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With these completed, and a few paths cut to hill-tops and glens 
or other choice spots of sylvan beauty, Lynn Woods will need 
only a small annual appropriation for several years. 

Of course other roads could be built to the great convenience of 
the public when the city treasury is full. A road from St. Mary's 
cemetery to Dungeon Rock would traverse a fine, wild section, 
passing through two beautiful groves of old growth pines. 

Another might be added from Walnut street at the O'Brien farm, 
or from Walnut street at Breed's pond dam, around the westerly 
side of Breed's pond to Lantern Rock, and along the 'westerly 
side of Tomlin's Swamp, over Penny Brook bridge to Penny 
Brook Glen, a romantic spot, to the pond road. 

To g^ve the people of Lynn access to the woods from all parts 
of the city, the Lynn and Boston R. R. Company has been 
granted a location of an electric street railway from Lynnfield 
street over the Great Woods road as far as the head of the ponds, 
a distance of looo feet. This entrance is laid out 70 feet wide. 
The tracks will be placed on the side of the highway, leaving a 
carriage and pathway of 55 feet width. The road-bed for the 
tracks requires a heavy retaining wall 800 feet long, and is being 
built by the railroad company at large expense. The directors of 
this corporation have shown a liberal disposition, and an aim to 
do all that may be needed to accommodate the public, and also 
to make the railroad tracks as little annoyance and danger to the 
visitors in carriages as possible/ 

The Commissioners desire to thank the contributors to the fund 
raised to assist the city in the purchase and improvement of Lynn 
Woods ; also those owners of wood lots which were so generously 
given, perhaps more of a sacrifice than any gift of money, as lands 
endeared by long family possession were alienated, and old asso- 
ciations broken. Without this encouragement at the start, it is 
doubtful if any success would have attended our efforts. 

This public enterprise has shown how much may be accom- 
plished if public spirit and interest is awakened, and confidence 
felt in the earnest purpose and devotion of those who would carry 
on the work. 

A great public park has been made. Its benefits will not be 
for a day or a year, but for all time. Not for the inhabitants of 
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Lynn alone, but for the whole country. Such a magnificent 
forest on the outskirts of a great population, accessible in future 
by frequent trains from the great cities that surround it, will for- 
ever stand a monument to the wisdom, public spirit, and liberality 
of our citizens. 

A GIFT ACKNOWLEDGED. 

The Trustees of the Free Public Forest, who had acquired by 
gift and purchase about i6o acres in Lynn Commons, transferred 
the same^ to the City of Lynn. 

The Trustees, aware of their own limitations, recognized in the 
powers conferred on the Commissioners, by the Park Act, the 
means to attain the chief aim of their own organization. The 
City Council voted to assume and fulfil all the conditions that the 
deed of trust imposed upon the Trustees, and to pay all liens on 
the property conveyed, and all the indebtedness of the trust. 

Our citizens will remember the pioneer work of the Trustees of 
the Free Public Forest with gratitude. To them belongs the honor 
of taking the first steps to make Lynn Commons free. Their 
acceptance of the methods that their successors found indispen- 
sable to achieve success, and their ready co-operation is a testi- 
mony of their singleness of purpose and zeal. 

citizens' fund. 

The fund in aid of the purchase and improvement of Lynn 
Woods, contributed by citizens, in sums from $io to $1,500, has 
reached $20,420. 

To secure the construction of a road from Dungeon Rock to 
the Great Woods road, an additional sum is being raised by the 
earnest friends whose generosity and interest made the first sub- 
scription so successful. 

Appended hereto is a statement of gifts of woodland. 

GIFTS OF LAND. 

Acres. Rods. 

John B. and Hattte C. Newhall .... 18 50 

Amos F. Breed 3 60 

Heirs of Philip Chase 4 20 

Dr. Edward Newhall 7 140 
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P^unelia B. Mudge 
C. F. Coffin 
J. Purinton 
T. A. Newhall 
W. O. Newhall 
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17 


140 


I 


60 


2 


20 


7 


10 



The financial exhibit is as follows : 

Balance of last year's appropriation for 
Ljnn Woods $28,163 85 

Bill for attorney's services included in Park 
Commissioners' Report of last year, but 
not charged to the appropriation by the 
city auditor in that year . . . 18 00 



67 



20 



Transferred to city treasurer from Citizens' 
Fund 
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•Land 

Survey 

Attorney and expenses . . . . 
Balance, unexpended appropriation 



-$28,181 85 
3,500 00 

$31,681 85 

$29»974 43 
74645 
68598 
374 99 

$31,681 85 



* In addition to this amount, $9039.73 was drawn from Citizens' Fund, making total 
paid for land $31^14.73. 

FINANCIAL EXHIBIT OP CITIZBNS' FUND. 

P. A. Chase, Treasurer. Dr. 

To amount contributed by citizens to aid 
the city in the purchase and improve- 
ment of Lynn Woods .... $20,42000 

Contra. 
City Council reception in Lynn Woods 
Citizens *• " 

Stationery, printing, postage 

Land 

Transferred to city treasury 
Road construction, labor . 
Tools and material 
Balance .... 
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60 


81 


91 


32 40 


2.039 72 
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00 


6,788 


09 


292 


06 


7.618 


22 



$20,420 00 



12 REPORT OP THE 

MEADOW PARK. 

Last year's appropriation for the purchase of Bog Meadow was 
$6,000. The present council has made a further appropriation of 
$20,000. The number of acres in this meadow is thirty, of 
which twelve-and-a-half have been purchased. 

The appropriation is not sufficient to justify the Commissioners 
in attempting any work. To secure proper drainage for this 
territory, Stacy's Brook may have to be diverted, and a sewer 
built on Chestnut street to receive the water that now flows into 
the meadow from the Highlands. No particular mode of treat- 
ment of this meadow can be offered until the owners' rights are 
extinguished, and an engineer's opinion and plan obtained. The 
importance of the undertaking grows no less as the subject re- 
ceives further consideration. It is a case like the Back Bay land 
of Boston, which the Commonwealth filled and reclaimed, an act 
of gresit beneficence and of pecuniary gain for the state and the 
city of Boston. In this case no co-operation of owners of Bog 
Meadow to fill and drain the territory is possible. The City Council 
does wisely in taking the land and deciding to convert the slum into 
a beautful park. Its natural characteristic of a meadow may be pre- 
served by avoiding all plans to fill it or bring it to a grade of the high- 
ways around it. If the water which stands now at all seasons can 
be carried ofl*, the pits filled, from which peat has been taken, a 
different aspect will be presented. Whatever roads dre necessary 
will require a fill of stone and gravel ; if more than this is at- 
tempted, an artificial and finical appearance would be the probable 
result, and at a cost for construction and maintenance far above 
the taxpayers' ability or disposition to incur. 

The Commissioners will be obliged to condemn the lands of 
owners who have failed to name prices that can be accepted. A 
road will be laid out, which will make fine building lots for these 
owners, and greatly enhance the value of their remaining land. 
In accordance with the powers conferred by the Park Act, an 
award will be made for the land taken and betterments assessed. 
This procedure ought to result in an equitable settlement of these 

cases. 

The proceedings in obtaining Bog Meadow have been slow. To 

buy the land at a reasonable price, satisfy owners, and avoid ex- 
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pensive litigation, has been the aim of the Board. To accom- 
plish these things time and patience are required. 

FINANCIAL EXHIBIT OF MEADOW PARK. 

Balance, appropriation $6,000 00 

Appropriation by City Council .... 20,000 00 
Received for house sold 1,221 50 

$27,221 50 

EXPENDITURES. 

X^fand ......... $10,642 36 

Expenses 178 00 

Balance, unexpended 16,401 14 

$27,221 50 

Respectfully submitted, 

Philip A. Chase, 

CAatrman. 
Lynn, Mass., December 23, 1890. 
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PARK COMMISSIONERS. 



To His Honor the Mayor and the City Council: 

In accordance with the statute which requires a report of the 
expenditures and doings of the Park Commissioners to be made 
to the City Council annually in the month of December, the fol- 
lowing is respectfully submitted : — 

The City Council, at the close of the last year, voted a loan of 
five thousand dollars ($5000) for Lynn Woods, which became 
available in the early part of this year. The annual appropria- 
tions of 1 89 1 included three thousand dollars ($3000) for main- 
tenance and improvement of public parks. The total amount 
appropriated for Lynn Woods by the city since the creation 
of this Commission is thirty-five thousand dollars ($35,000) in 
thirty-year park bonds, and three thousand dollars ($3000) in the 
annual appropriation of 1891, making a total of thirty-eight 
thousand dollars ($38,000). To this should be added twenty- 
one thousand four hundred and forty dollars ($21,440) raised by 
public subscription, making a grand total of fifty-nine thousand 
four hundred and forty dollars ($59,440) . There remains unex- 
pended of the Lynn Woods fund $2422.11 of the city's money, 
reserved to satisfy land damages, and $3024.70 of the citizens' 
subscription fund. 

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Commissioners have been occupied mainly the past year 
in settling the claims of former owners, in building two miles of 
road, and in widening and grading the approach to the Woods on 
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the Great Woods Road from Lynnfield street to Glen Lewis 
Pond. From Dungeon Pasture wall, on Breed's Pond, a road, 
one and three-quarter miles in length, has been built to a junction 
with the Great Woods Road. The road terminating at Mt. 
Gilead was often so crowded at the summit that much inconve- 
nience was experienced, and an officer's services were often 
required to keep the way open. The remedy seemed to lie in 
continuing the road westward about i,ooo feet, to connect with 
the Dungeon Road. This has been done. A climb of a few 
steps from this road brings the visitor to the west and to the north 
views, which give the most extensive outlook in our Woods. 

The minor work has been thinning and lopping of trees, and 
cutting paths to hilltops for distant outlook. 

The roads in the Woods have a length of about five miles, and 
around the ponds, three miles. The scenery on these drives is of 
charming variety, embracing lakeside and hilltop, swamp and 
ledge, brooks and bowlders. To preserve the natural charm and 
original features of the forest, the roads have been constructed on 
the lines of the cartways of the early settlers. The survey of the 
engineer did not indicate anything more feasible. 

WHAT IS NEEDED. 

In regard to the cost of the future management of this prop- 
erty, the closing lines of a letter addressed to the Park Commis- 
sioners by Frederick Law Olmstead may be appropriately 
repeated here : 

''Whiat is mainly required is that a method of improvement 
shall be pursued steadily, systematically, continuously, for a series 
of years. It need employ but a small force, provided, this force is 
constantly employed, and is directed unwaveringly to the accom- 
plishment of certain specific objects. 

Of these objects the most important will be the gradual thin- 
ning of the native forest, the less promising trees being taken out, 
leaving those selected to remain to have a large share of fertility, 
moisture, air and light, with which advantage they would gradu- 
ally give the entire forest a character much more impressive, and 
more effective for the purpose of public recreation. 

Next in importance would be the introduction, at numerous 
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points, of new vegetation of various kinds, and with a view to 
different objects of detail. In some cases this would be for the 
covering of places which, by reason of sterility and hard expos- 
ure, are comparatively dreary of aspect, plants, being wanted 
under such circumstances, either that, once started, will flourish 
under the required conditions, or plants which, growing from 
occasional small deposits of soil, will spread over and hide large 
and forlorn intermediate spaces. In other cases the object in 
view would be the gradual replacing, in damp places, of the 
comparatively sickly plants now growing in them by others better 
adapted to flourish in such localities. In yet others, the aim 
would be to enlarge, strengthen and emphasize a local character 
due to an existing growth by adding to that growth and removing 
growths that are now weakening to the character in question. A 
few men kept at work with motives such as these, removing that 
which, if it remains, will be harmful to a desirable character ; 
replacing it with that which will be helpful, will gradually add 
greatly to the intrinsic value of the property. 

We urge this element of management, because the sooner it is 
entered upon the less will be the costs of results of a given value 
that can only be obtained by a steady course of operations for a 
series of years. Roads and walks, bridges, shelters aiul cither 
constructions may be obtained within a given short time when set 
about. The difficulty of obtaining what is wanted in them is not 
increased by postponing outlay for it." 

RAILROAD FACILITIES. 

The Lynn and Boston Railroad completed in early summer, 
the extension of its tracks through Lynnfleld street and Great 
Woods road to the head of Glen Lewis pond. Here a station 
with broad piazzas, spacious waiting room and lunch counters 
has been built. The generous action of the railroad dompany in 
constructing the road-bed and a heavy retaining wall along the 
edge of the meadow, and furnishing a waiting-room to all visit- 
ors, constitutes a liberal contribution of several thousand dollars 
for the public benefit. 

From Walnut street the Belt Line Railroad has a branch over 
Park avenue to the edge of the park on its western side to Wake 



8 REPORT OF THE 

Robin spring. The cars began to run in September. Although 
late in the season, hundreds of people daily took this route in 
seeking the pleasures of the Woods in the neighborhood of Cedar 
hill and by the shores of Birch Pond. The thousands of our 
own citizens, and the many visitors from other towns, who have 
enjoyed the Woods since the roads were completed, give ample 
evidence of the appreciation of this great gift. In fact, our 
Lynn Woods has created a new world for many of our people. 
For them a new pleasure has been found. The worshippers of 
nature are in large attendance on Sundays. On fair days in sum- 
mer the sight of women and children, with lunch baskets for a 
day's outing on the shady hillsides of Great Woods roads, tells 
us how much of a recreation ground Lynn Woods has become. 

THE VISITORS. 

It is to be regretted that visitors are not more inclined to wan- 
der from the roads, and penetrate the depths of the forest. The 
wild characteristics of the Woods are not disclosed in the fre- 
quented roadways. Confidence and courage will grow with a 
better acquaintance, and the n6w unfrequented spots will soon 
add new charms, and will give, at every recurring season, a fresh 
' interest to our Forest Park. Another cause of regret is the ne- 
cessity of forbidding the breaking of trees and bushes, and pluck- 
ing of flowers. Without this prohibition, the wild flowers and 
ferns that now add so much beauty to the roadsides and paths 
would be exterminated. The temptation to gather the flowers, 
or break the bushes that are convenient to the path, can only be 
overcome by a general prohibition. This is, doubtless, a hard- 
ship to a few who would be mindful of the propriety of sparing 
the roadside growth, and gather amid the woods and rocks ; but 
discrimination is impossible, and the rule must be general in its 
application, that the flowers may bloom for all. A general ob- 
servance of those rules of conduct which concedes the rights of 
all to an undisturbed enjoyment of the woods has prevailed. 
Those who frequent the Woods seem to have a sense of owner- 
ship which begets a feeling of care and responsibility for the prop- 
erty which is a better protection than a police, however watchful, 
could give. There have been only three arrests. One case of 
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destruction of property, for which a fine of $io was imposed, 
and two of shooting game, in which fines of $20 were paid. 
Offenses like these will be promptly punished. In the early 
spring two or three brush fires were started, but were quickly 
controlled and no damage was done. No complaints of rowdy- 
ism and disgraceful conduct have been made. The hoodlum has 
not yet entered this paradise and no efforts will be spared to keep 
him out. 

BXPERIMBNTS. 

The Massachusetts Fish and Game Protective Association 
placed a few prairie hens and two dozen quail in our Woods in 
April, to be followed by a large number in succeeding years, if 
the experiment should prove successful. The young birds have 
appeared this autumn, which shows that there has been some in- 
crease in the number. A winter's trial is probably necessary to 
learn the success of the experiment. 

The introduction of new plants and trees should be begun. 
Since protection from fires is assured, there will, doubtless, 
spring up many plants and shrubs now little known. The va- 
riety should be increased by planting. The magnolia and aza- 
lea in the swamps, the cornel, laurel, rose and rhododendron on 
the hillsides would thrive, and furnish what we lack, trees of 
beautiful blossoms. 

THE WATER SUPPLY. 

The pedestrians' complaint of the scarcity of water in their 
walks induced the Board to have the city water pipes carried as 
far as the terminus of the Lynn and Boston Railroad Company, 
and to sink a well on Mt. Gilead. The last effort may not prove 
an entire success, as the ledges and bowlders are expensive hin- 
drances in excavating to a depth that would insure a constant 
supply of water. 

ox PASTURE. 

In a former report the advisability of making a public holding 
of Ox Pasture, a broken country north of the ponds, was dis- 
cussed. There are, exclusive of land purchased by the Board, 
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about 300 acres lying in Lynn, and on the watershed of Walden 
and Glen Lewis Ponds. This area is compassed by a line drawn 
from Mt. Spicket, along the summit of Bow Ridge, to its north- 
erly spur, near the Lynnfield line, then by a line parallel to New- 
buryport turnpike, and half a mile from it to the Saugus line, 
thence by Saugus town line to Walden Pond. The cost of this 
land, would not exceed five thousand dollars ($5000). When 
settlement shall be made here, homes built, and stone quarries 
worked, the expense of moving a single settler, if it were desired, 
might be as great as the sum needed for the purchase of the 
whole at the present time. Of course, the only important reason 
for urging the purchase or taking of Ox Pasture is the protection 
of the watershed,* although, as a public reservation, it would be 
welcomed by many who find delight iji these untouched forests, 
and who believe that these are Lynn's brightest jewels, and her 
best claim of distinction. 

MEADOW PARK. 

No appropriation has been made, the past year, for Meadow 
Park. The City Councils of 1889 and 1890 authorized the issue 
of twenty-six thousand dollars ($26,000) of Park bonds. There 
remains unexpended forty-eight hundred dollars ($4800), an 
amoimt sufficient to cover the unclaimed awards. Three appeals 
have been taken from the award of the Commissioners. 

Subjoined is the report of J. H. Curtis, landscape architect, 
whose method of treatment the Commissioners have decided to 
accept :~ A sewer is being built on the southerly side of the 
meadow, on the line of a new street parallel to Chestnut street. 
If the sewer is of sufficient depth to lower the water in the 
meadow four to five feet, the plan proposed by Mr. Curtis may 
be undertaken as soon as sufficient money is provided to carry 
through the work. 

The conversion of this bog into a park or pleasure ground will 
be expensive, but the benefit to public health, and increase in the 
value of taxable property, will fully compensate for the outlay. 



*The Water Board of Boston has expended in the past five years $150,000 in removing 
sources of contamination to its water supply. The Board has recently adopted the policy 
of purchasing unimproved lands that lie on the watershed wherever it is possible to do so. 
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HIGH ROCK. 



The Commissioners desire to call the attention of the City 
Council and the public to the opportunity that is afforded to 
acquire High Rock. The approach by carriage road is not diffi- 
cult now, and may be made easy enough for carriage travel at a 
small outlay by the removal of ledge and giving a smoother sur- 
face to the roadbed. A large area of land at the summit is not 
required. The crown of the rock is above surrounding objects, 
and the outlook could be secured without encroaching upon land 
suitable for building sites. The rock is at the geographical 
centre, also at the centre of population of Lynn. Its height is 
i8o feet above the sea. For a public ground it is unique and 
commanding. If we tur» our eyes thitherward at any time of 
day in summer we may see visitors on its summit. Its cost will 
be in no measure so great as its importance as a distinguishing 
feature, and a great point of attraction to our own citizens and 
strangers. 

PUBLIC HOLDINGS ALONG THE SEASHORE. 

Lynn has but .one undisputed holding on the seashore. This is 
the old town landmg on Broad, street now occupied by the brick 
fire engine-house and by the stone yard in its rear. The city has 
sold and given away to the adjoining owners strips of land on 
both sides, which has narrowed the water front and made the 
wharf useless for vessels of present tonnage. 

There is, at the foot of Ocean street, on the Swampscott line, 
a half acre of marsh and a beach, to which the city asserts own- 
ership ; but the claim is contested by the owner of the upland on 
the northerly side of the street. 

The shore towns and cities of Massachusetts have about the 
same history of public loss of valuable water fronts by neglect to 
maintain ownership against encroachments of squatters, or by 
their sale for a nominal price to far-sighted and determined land 
seekers. To recover what has been lost by neglect, misfortune 
and bad management in the past is the duty of the present. In 
1853, when Nahant was set off from Lynn, our city gave away its 
beautiful beach ; that which is left, about one-third of a mile in 
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length, lies in front of private holdings, and belongs to the abut- 
ters, to occupy as far as mean high water mark, and, under a 
license from the Harbor Commissioners, to low water mark. 
To the present time the property has been open to the public, and 
few have considered the liability of being deprived of the privilege. 
It is evident that the time is not far distant when the owners will 
seek to recover the sum annually paid in taxes for many years, 
and will sell the land in small lots or make such improvements 
as may exclude the public. 

The suggestion is offered that the strip of upland, about 700 
feet long by 200 wide, lying south of the new street that connects 
Nahant and Washington streets, should be purchased by the city. 
There are two owners, and both are willing to sell this land to 
the city at reasonable price, if dedicated to public use. 

AN OPEN SPACE FOR THE PEOPLE BY THE SEA. 

The upland could be laid out as a plaza, with seats and a few 
shelters against a sudden rain or the rays of a mid-day summer 
sun, or it may be treated in some simple fashion suited to a beach 
resort. Under proper police surveillance, this charming seaside 
would be visited daily by hundreds of women and children to en- 
joy the invigorating air from the ocean, who are now constrained 
to avoid it by the unseemly and rude behavior of loafers and 
tramps. 

A ready answer to these proposals for expenditure of public 
' money for more open air space is, that the present generation has 
done enough, and has assumed burdens already too heavy ; but it 
must be kept in mind that these choice spots must be taken when 
they are offered. If built upon, and improved by private own- 
ers, the chance of obtaining them for public use at a future 
day becomes almost hopeless, in view of the appreciating value 
of sites for residences and grounds of the rapidly growing 
wealthy class, and for sea shore hotels and restaurants. 

It is a new gospel, but a good one, that nothing is too good 
for the people. There is no reason why one man or one hun- 
dred men should monopolize all the finest spots of natural 
beauty or historic interest. A few, at any rate, should be 
reserved for the million who are becoming more and more cir- 
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cumscribed in their home spaces by reason of the advancing 
price of rents and real estate in our large towns and cities. 

Large property holders can make no better investment of a 
very small part of their wealth than in purchasing security for 
their possessions by a prompt and generous co-operation in giv- 
ing to those of less ability, and less good fortune, an equal chance 
in the enjoyment of great nature in the woods, on the hills, and 
by the shore. Libraries and museums, with the best literature 
and art the world affords, are open to all. If these products of 
man's wealth are consecrated to the use and pleasure of all, how 
much more reason there is that the earth, which is the heritage of 
all mankind, should be enjoyed in her noblest aspect by all. 
This is the communism that gives Niagara Falls, Yellowstone 
Park and the Valley of the Yosemite to the whole world. 

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED. 

From Harrison Newhall and Howard Mudge Newhall, the 
Commissioners acknowledge a gifl of that parcel of land on Wal- 
nut street at its junction with Dungeon Road, 250 feet front, with 
an average depth of 100 feet. It is a rocky hillside at the foot of 
Myrtle street, and is at the gateway of the finest and most con- 
spicuous approach to our forest. The Messrs. Newhall realized 
the importance to the public of having this entrance protected 
from occupation by unsightly objects, or used for purposes incom- 
patible with the character of Lynn Woods, and generously 
deeded the land to the city. One hundred and fifly feet is from 
Harrison Newhall and one hundred from Howard Mudge New- 
hall. These are descendants of Thomas Newhall, who came to 
Lynn in 1630, and of his son Thomas, the first child born of 
English parentage in Lynn after its settlement. In 250 years of 
the town's history the Newhalls have been distinguished for intel- 
ligence and public spirit. May the record continue. 

FINAL SUGGESTIONS. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners would urge especially the 
Council to consider their recommendations in regard to High 
Rock and Lynn Beach. It is a duty we owe to the Lynn of the 
future, with its 100,000 people, to secure those beautiful, open 
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spaces now, when unoccupied and for sale. The opportunity 
may not wait till the necessity is admitted by all. No farsighted- 
ness is needed to see that 50 years hence these spots will be of 
inestimable value to the community, and if purchased today, the 
wisdom and good judgment of the act will be approved and jus- 
tified within five years. The demand that the future makes is 
moderate and just. Can we hesitate to perform so plain a duty to 
our children ? 

The receipts and expenditures of the Commission for the year 
ending December 20, 1891, are as follows: 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

LYNN WOODS. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance of last year $274 99 

Citizens fund 500 00 

Park loan 5)00o 00 

Appropriation 3)000 00 

Sale of wood 67 00 



EXPENDITURES. 

Land $3,027 60 

Labor 263 33 

Police, (police badges, $6) 1,228 50 

Road construction 11369 08 

Hardware, lumber, etc 72 20 

Attorney's services 239 50 

Advertising 30 62 

Printing 58 75 

E. C. Ford, split stones 100 00 

Registry of deeds 21 15 

Carriages and railroad fares . 9 '5 

Balance 2,422 11 



$8,841 99 



$8,841 99 
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FINANCIAL EXHIBIT OF MEADOW PARK. 

Dr, 
Balance from last year $16,401 14 

Cr. 

Land $10,9^0 00 

Engineers 275 00 

Printing 7 00 

Advertising 28 26 

Senring notices i^ 75 

Attorney 189 50 

Registry of deeds 47 50 

Typewriter 7 24 

$11,547 35 

Balance unexpended $41853 89 



Respectfully submitted, as the report of the Park Commis- 
sioners, . 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Chairman, 



Lynn, Dec. 20, 1891. 
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APPENDIX. 



CYRUS M. TRACY. 



Died September 28^ rSgi. 



Cyrus M. Tracy has died during the year. The people have 
called him the Father of the Lynn Public Forest. The title is 
appropriate. Mr. Tracy held no official connection with munici- 
pal affairs at the time of his death. He needs no eulogy. What- 
ever is said of him, officially, fitly devolves upon the Park Com- 
mission. 

Mr. Tracy was a versatile, many-sided man. His call, his 
inner inspiration was to teach the people of Lynn that they had 
in the Woods *' an asylum of inexhaustible pleasures." Of all the 
work he accomplished in his useful life he would undoubtedly 
desire to be remembered for this. 

He formed the "Exploring Circle" many years since. He led 
parties of enthusiastic naturalists to scenes of beauty and grandeur 
hitherto unseen, save by his eyes. He dedicated hilltops and 
glens with mystic rites. He organized the Trustees of the Free 
Public Forest. He solicited funds and lands for the use of the 
people forever. Under the trust of the Free Public Forest, 
Penny Brook Glen, Dungeon Rock, and the 200 acres of 
picturesque wildness became the heritage of Lynn. If the con- 
ditions surrounding the Woods had not changed, the voluntary 
plan of Mr. Tracy would have accomplished nearly all that lovers 
of the woods desired, independent of legislation. 

The Water Board's ponds and girdling roads punctured the 
Woods, and exposed them to undesirable occupation. Mr. 
Tracy's zeal, loyalty and spirit pointed the way for his successors. 
That today the whole magnificent domain is the people's is due to 
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the momentum which he gave. The children of Lynn, in all 
generations, will cherish and revere the memory of Cyrus M. 
Tracy for the marvellous gift to which his seer's vision glided 
them. 



REPORT OF J. H. CURTIS ON LAYING OUT MEADOW PARK. 

To Philip A. Ckas€y Chairman of Board of Park CommissionerSy City 
of Lynn: 

Dear Sir : — At your request, I respectfully submit the following report 
and accompanying design for the treatment of Meadow Park. 

The location of this park is in Bog Meadow, through which flows 
Stacy's Brook, an outlet of Glenmere or Floating Bridge Pond, and 
which also receives a branch from the watershed lying in a westerly direc- 
tion, which unites with the main stream in the center of the meadow. 
Stacj's Brook, in this meadow, receives the drainage of a watershed 
of about a square mile, and its channel meanders in a very irregular 
and sluggish manner close to the surface through and past its eastern 
limit. 

The surface of this meadow, within the boundaries of the proposed 
park is extremely flat, a large part of it almost a dead level. At my 
request, your City Engineer has had this meadow cross-sectioned, and 
levels taken on the surface, and also soundings taken to hard bottom, and 
these soundings show that the depth of peat varies greatly in different 
portions of the ground, from one foot to upwards to forty feet in depth, 
which is below the level of mean low tide About twelve acres have 
hard bottom, four feet or less below the surface, twelve acres from four to 
ten feet, and six acres from ten feet upwards to hard bottom. 

SOIL. 

The soil of the larger portion of this tract is a black mud or peat, 
partly the product of vegetable growth and decay under water, and partly 
the deposit of the lighter portion of the upland soil surrounding the 
meadow, brought down by the washing of showers and spring freshets. 
The hard bottom is probably of clay. 

DRAINAGE. 

First, an indispensable step to be taken for the improvement of this 
meadow is to drain and keep the underground water at a permanently 
lower level. The city has already a sewer in New Chatham street, which 
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will afford, at its junction with Marianna street, a sufficient fall to permit 
of the water of Stacj's Brook being lowered four to five feet in the center 
of the meadow ; and also has projected a sewer in the proposed street 
abutting the park on the Chestnut street side, which will have a capacity 
large enough to receive the water of the branch spoken of above, and will 
also take care of all surface water coming in that direction, and cut off a 
portion of the underground water as well. Your Citj Engineer is of the 
opinion that the watershed of Stacj's Brook requires that it be preserved 
as an open channel, and I agree with him in this view, not onljr for its 
importance in relation to storm waters and freshets, but also because it 
will preserve a very interesting feature of the meadow. The water in the 
channel of the brook being permanently lowered, the drainage of that 
portion of the park, which has hard bottom within four to five feet of sur- 
face, can be easily effected in the usual way, by land tile, and this portion 
is where the playgrounds have been located. The drainage of those por- 
tions where the peat is deeper I should not attempt with tile, but should 
rely upon an occasional drain in the nearest path and the underground 
fiow towards the brook, with possibly an occasional shallow surface drain 
to dry the surface for shrubbery and tree-planting, for the growth of 
meadow grass, but not for obtaining a compact turf such as would be nec- 
essary for the playground. A peculiarity of such peaty soil of considera- 
ble depth is to settle, when deprived of its water, one, two or even more 
feet, and the extent of this subsidence cannot be predicted with any cer- 
tainty beforehand. Partly for this reason I have included in my design a 
pond. 

POND. 

I propose to enlarge the channel of Stacy's Brook so as to form a pond 
of about one and one-quarter acres of water surface and about four feet in 
depth. The surface of this pond I have fixed at grade 35^^, or about 4^ 
feet below the general level of the meadow, which is in the neighborhood 
of grade 40, or 40 feet above mean low tide. As indicated by the 
sounding, the bottom of this pond at grade 31^ will, in most cases, reach 
hard soil. As, however, the sewer junction of Chatham and Marianna 
streets is above this level, the excavation for the deepest portion of the 
pond will require pumping. The amount of water to be handled is 
uncertain; there may be springs in the bottom, but if the water of Stacy's 
Brook is for the time being diverted into the sewers, and the excavation is 
made in the dry season of the year, there is no reason to anticipate that it 
would be excessive. The slopes of the pond below the water level I 
should make three horizontal to one vertical. That above said level I 
should model and vary, so as to give as natural effect as possible, and the 
surface of excavation I should use first in filling in the low places of the 
meadow where peat has been taken out, and in filling in the channels of the 
brooks which are discontinued ; second, in making knolls near the bor- 
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dera of the pond, to give them some variety of surface, and lastly near 
the surrounding streets. 

The channel of the hrook, I should also excavate in a similar manner. 
This, as a rule, is located without regard to the present channel, where 
its surface would he ahout four feet in depth, and perhaps two feet in 
depth of water, and its bottom a hard one. 

As the water of Stacy's Brook has seldom, if ever, been known to fail 
in the drjest season of the year, I think there is no question but what 
there will be sufficient at this increased depth to keep it in a fresh and 
and wholesome condition at all seasons of the year. 



SURFACING. 

The greater portion of this meadow is too light and porous to grow 
turf, when first drained, and will probably require a season or two to 
become compact, and will also need sand or gravel, to give the surface the 
required density, and supply the ingredients that it lacks. How much of 
this surfacing will be required cannot be foretold with accuracy, but some 
of the best gardeners in the state have expressed the opinion that six 
inches will be sufficient, some parts perhaps, requiring more, and other 
parts less. I have, therefore, based my estimates on an average of six 
inches over the whole thirty acres. 

Its cost will depend largely upon the length of haul, and upon other 
conditions, which can be best determined by your Board, but I have 
assumed, for the purpose of my estimate, a cost of 50 cents per cubic 
yard in place. A liberal use of manure or fertilizers will also be required 
in connection with this surfacing. 



PLAYGROUNDS. 

As mentioned above, the playgrounds have been located in the west- 
ern portion of the meadow of eight to ten acres in extent, where hard 
bottom is nearest the surface, and the land capable of under drainage with 
tile, and the surface more compact, and easier made into a satisfactory 
turf. 

PLANTING. 

I should advise the planting largely in masses of those portions of the 
ground where the depth of peat is greatest, and the uncertainties and 
difficulties of making into a firm, compact surface of grass are the most. 
These plantations, and others, shown on my design, should be composed 
largely of shrubs, and of such varieties as are known to be hardy in our 
climate, and adapted to this peaty soil, and which once well planted, will 
be capable of taking care of themselves. 
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BORDERING STREETS. 

I should recommend these streets to be widened to sixty feet, with a 
sidewalk ten feet wide upon the outside, next a track or travelled way, 
twenty-five feet wide, next a grass plot fifteen feet wide, with tree planting 
in the center, and lastly, on the park side, a walk ten feet wide. 

CONCLUSION. 

The natural characteristics of the meadow are preserved by this design 
as far as possible, and no feature of its treatment could be omitted or 
essentially changed with any gain in the economy of construction with the 
possible exception of the size of the pond, which will constitute one of its 
most attractive features. Your Board will readily understand that a peat 
bog would not be selected in itself as the most promising location for the 
economical construction of either a playground or a park. The uncer- 
tainties connected with it are of such a nature that the cost of the work 
cannot be foretold and estimated upon with the same accuracy that might 
be obtained with ordinary soil. The largest item of the estimate, that of 
surfacing with sand or gravel, is one that cannot be predetermined 
exactly, but will have to be settled as the work progresses. So also will 
the question of the subsidence of the meadow when drained, the quantity 
of water to be handled, and the length of time required for the disintegra- 
tion of the peaty excavation, but the items of the estimate are believed to 
be liberal, as far as the facts can be foreseen. These estimates are con- 
fined to the construction within the park boundary, and does not include 
the surrounding streets. Neither does it include the lowering of the 
water of the channel of Stacy's Brook, outside the limits of the park, 
between its eastern boundary and the junction of New Chatham and 
Marianna streets. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH H. CURTIS, 
Landscape Engineer and Gardener, 



P. A. CHASE IN ACCOUNT WITH CITIZENS FUND. 

Dr. 

Balance from last year $7,618 22 

Contributions during the year .... 1,02000 

$8,638 22 



— ^ 



PARK COMMISSIONERS. 21 

Contra. Cr. 

Paid into City Treasury $ 500 00 

H. S. Tuttle, road construction .... 4*845 54 

Express and freight 15 00 

Hardware, tools, labor 69 08 

Signs 15 50 

Land 75 00 

Entertainment of contributors .... 38 40 

Surveyor 55 00 

Balance on hand 31O34 70 



$8,638 23 



Total contributions of citizens (not including 
gifts of land 

In 1890 $20,420 00 

In 1891 1,020 00 

$21,440 00 

Ljnn, Dec 20, 1891. 

•area of public grounds. 

Acres. 

Lynn Woods 1650 

Meadow Park 30^ 

Lynn Common and Park 21 

Goldfish Pond Park (land and water) 3 

Washington Square 1^ 

Highland Square ^ 

Pine Grove Cemetery 133 

Eastern Burial Ground 8 

Western Burial Ground 10 

St. Mary's Cemetery 8 

St. Joseph's Cemetery 15 

Friends' Cemetery 2 

* iDClndingf cemeteries io Lynn. 

AREA OF PONDS. 

Acres. 

Walden Pond . . 128 

Glen Lewis Pond 36 

Birch Brook Pond 84 

Breed's Pond 6^ 

Cedar Pond ^3 

Flax Pond 75 

Floating Bridge Pond ly 
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Goldfish Pond 

Holder's Pond 

Lily Pond 

Sluice Pond 



i>6 

7 

4 
SO 



DISTANCES. 

From Central Square (railroad station) to the landing, ter- 
minus of Lynn & Boston R.R. at head of Glen Lewis Pond 3 miles 

From same to Walden Pond dam via Walnut street . 4 miles 

From landing, head of Glen Lewis Pond, to Walden Pond 

dam via pond roads . 2 miles 

Round trip distance from Central square via Wyoma and the 
Landing, around the ponds, return by Walnut street, pass- 
ing Birch Pond, to Central square ..... 9i miles 

From Walnut street, at Breed's Pond, to Dungeon Rock . i j miles 

From the same, via Dungeon Rock, to Mt. Gilead . . . 2^ miles 

From the same, or Myrtle street car station, via Dungeon 
Road and Great Woods Road, to the landing (Lynn & 

Boston R. R. station) 3J miles 

From the landing to Mt. Gilead i| miles 

From the landing to the top of Burrill Hill .... } mile 

From terminus of Belt Line R. R. by path to Dungeon Rock | mile 

From same to Mt. Gilead i^ miles 

From same to Lantern Rock i mile 

HEIGHT OF HILLS IN LYNN WOODS. 

Burrill Hill 280 feet 

Mt. Gilead 272 " 

Mt. Spickett, near L. & B. station at the landing 278 " 

Pine Hill 224 •* 

Dungeon Rock 210 ** 

Cedar Hill 228 " 

High Rock is 180 feet. 
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ORDINANCES. 

The Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Lynn, by 
virtue of its authority to make rules for the use and government 
of the Public Parks of said City, and for breaches of such rules 
to affix penalties, hereby ordains that within the limits of Lynn 
Woods, except with the prior consent of the Board, it is 
forbidden : 

1. To cut, break, injure, deface, defile or ill use any building, 
fence, or other construction, or any tree, bush or turf, or any 
other thing or property. 

2. To have possession of any freshly-plucked tree or bush. 

3. To throw stones or other missiles ; to discharge or carry 
firearms, except by members of the Police Force in the discharge 
of their duties ; to discharge or carry firecrackers, torpedoes or 
fireworks ; to make fires ; to have any intoxicating beverages ; to 
sell, to ofier or expose for sale, any goods or wares ; to post or 
display signs, placards, flags, or advertising devices ; to solicit 
subscriptions or contributions ; to play games of chance, or have 
possession of instruments of gambling ; to utter profane, threat- 
ening, abusive or indecent language, or to do any obscene or inde- 
cent act ; to bathe or fish ; to solicit the acquaintance of, or fol- 
low, or otherwise annoy other visitors. 

4. To allow cattle, horses, or other animals to pass over or 
stray upon the Park lands, provided that this shall not apply to 
those used for pleasure travel when on the ways or places pro- 
vided and open for the purpose. 

5. To drive a horse or horses at a rate faster than eight miles 
an hour. 

6. To ride a horse at a rate faster than ten miles an hour. * 

7. To drive or ride any animal not well broken and under 
perfect control of the driver. 

8. To play ball or other games or sports, except on grounds 
provided therefor. 

9. To engage in conversation with men at work, or to obstruct, 
hinder or embarrass their movements. 
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1 6. To refuse to obey the orders or requests of either of the 
Commissioners, or of the Park Police, or other agents of the 
Commissioners, and to refuse to assist them when required. 

Any person wilfully doing either of the things above forbid- 
den shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Compliance with the foregoing regulations is a condition of the 
use of these premises. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the City Council : 

The Park Commissioners herewith submit their annual report. 
During the year the interest in the reservation of open spaces 
near large centres of population has greatly increased. 

The General Court, at its last session, created a commission to 
report upon the subject of open spaces around Boston, meaning 
to include the cities and towns lying on the watershed of Boston 
Bay and within twelve miles of the State House. The lesser 
centres of population within this circle have extended the circum- 
ferences of their growth till they touch and mingle. These cities, 
towns and villages have become one community with Boston, and 
have equal and common interests, duties and responsibilities in all 
things that affect the health and well being of the inhabitants. 
Lynn will have, henceforth, less separate and exclusive town life. 
It is now a part of the metropolitan district. 

Let us trust that the broad and intelligent public spirit of our 
citizens, so frequently manifested, will encourage the City Coun- 
cil to administer the government in a way to meet the needs of 
this larger metropolitan life. These needs to be supplied at public 
cost are, chiefly, abundance of pure water, drainage, open spaces 
for recreation, a free library and reading room, and preservation 
for public enjoyment of scenery of great beauty or interest. 

A city that is ready to embrace opportunities for securing these 
will enjoy prosperity and a continuous growth. 

LYNN WOODS. 

The appropriation this year by the City Council for public 
parks was $4000. The larger part of this sum has been spent in 
construction and repair of roads in Lynn Woods. No road build- 
ing will be undertaken in this territory the. coming year, and the 
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amount needed for repairs will be small. The most obvious nec- 
essary work is the thinning of the growth to allow more light 
and space to the larger and better trees. 

Paths have been cut under the cliffs around the swamps where 
the finest trees of the forest stand, which were too remote from 
the wood choppers' roads to be easily hauled for fire wood, and 
so saved for us. 

The prohibition of firearms in the reservation has caused a 
marked increase in the number of partridges, prairie hens and 
gray squirrels. The gray squirrel was nearly exterminated from 
our forests, but since the park rules were established, their in- 
crease has been observed. The true sportsman approves of the 
prohibition of shooting in Lynn Woods, since the effect is to es- 
tablish a preserve for breeding, from which the birds and game 
go forth to other grounds to furnish good shooting. 

The flowers and trees of our forest, of which an incomplete 
enumeration is made in the appendix to this report, should be the 
object of search and study of the youth of our city and the 
schools. There should be an amendment to the rules that will 
allow students and naturalists to gather specimens. 

No rigid interpretation of the law has been enforced. The aim 
of the board has been to prevent extermination and disfigurement 
of wayside flowers and trees. It was observed, last summer, that 
a beautiful Cornel tree in blossom, which stood by the roadside 
near Dungeon Rock, had been broken oft', spoiled of its shape, to 
furnish a bough of its fine flowers to an unthinking or selfish per- 
son, who thus deprived all who might pass the privilege of enjoy- 
ing its rare beauty. 

There remain many sequested spots for exploration in the 
woods to which paths do not lead. The hills and valleys east of 
Birch Pond have very attractive scenery. There are am pi theatres 
and dells that have their silence rarely broken by the approach of 
the wood wanderers. 

These places are worth visiting, but should be found without 
the aid of a very clear or distinct path. The flnding of the way 
is half the charm of a stroll in the forest. In our large domain, 
some part may be left undisturbed for the enjoyment of a growing 
number of our people, who think that there is a pleasure in the 
pathless wood. 
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Soon a road should be built from the Belt Line station into the 
forest on the westerly side of Tomlins' Swamp, and follow the 
valley out to Walden pond ; provided, however, that the road 
is not built through Penny Brook glen, but around the hill that 
rises above the glen on the east. This will save one of the most 
charming spots in the woods from " improvement." 

The wolf pits, which have become public property, will re- 
quire protection from the too near approach to their walls by vis- 
itors. The stones were so well laid 250 years ago that the frost 
and the ravages of time have thrown them but slightly from a 
plumb line. Now, however, the tread of many feet may, in a 
twelve month, seriously impair the ancient structures. It is 
hoped that there will be no necessity of moving a stone from the 
place where the builder's hand has left it. To secure immu- 
nity from readjustment, a guard fence or iron railing should be 
placed so as to keep the visitor at a safe distance from the edges 
of the pits. 

PARK WAYS. 

Parks or spaces for public recreation should, in order to serve 
their purpose fully, be easy of access. The ways that lead thither 
from the populous district should be smooth, free from dust, and 
when traversed by electric street cars should be wide enough to 
afford safe passage by carriages. 

The two roads to Lynn Woods, Lynnfield street on the east and 
Walnut street on the west, are covered by trolley cars. These 
make frequent and regular trips and land their passengers at 
convenient points from which paths may be taken through the 
woods. There is a large number who drive or walk who ear- 
nestly implore this board to provide a road from which the elec- 
tric cars and heavy traffic wagons shall be excluded. The peti- 
tioners represent that travel on the present roads is attended with 
dangers from frequent encounters of the street cars and with 
great discomfort from the roughness of the roads and the dust. 
The enjoyment of a trip to the Woods is, in consequence, greatly 
impaired. 

There should be an improvement of the present ways before 
any expense is incurred in making new. The widening of Lynn- 
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field street may be done at small cost, also the widening of Bach- 
eller street, on the shore of Sluice pond. This road furnishes an 
escape from the street cars, and has a fine outlook across the 
pond. Boston street or Broadway could be laid down to grass 
in the centre, where the car tracks are laid, and so avoid consid- 
erable of the dust that is a great drawback to the drive on this 
road. 

On Walnut street unnecessary turnouts for street cars are laid 
in places too narrow for safe passage of carriages. These should 
be removed. 

One-half of the annoyance and discomfort of travel on most 
of the highways of our city could be overcome by the employ- 
ment of a few men and carts to pick up the loose stones, and fill 
the holes. Where there is much travel the streets should be 
sprinkled. 

In regard to a new way to the Woods, we may not find a 
shorter line than the extension of North Franklin street over the 
hill to join Linwood street. The steepness of the hills offers the 
greatest hindrance. An engineer's skill could reduce the grades 
very much. Linwood street extends directly into Lynn Woods, 
near Dungeon Rock. The increasing population of Pine Hill 
will soon require the city government to improve the streets in 
this district. When the work is undertaken, the roads should be 
laid out and built with reference to their use as a park way. 

Before leaving this subject, a word should be spoken for reserv- 
ing the edges of ponds near highways, for the sake of adding to 
the attractiveness of the road, and protecting the borders of the 
ponds from offensive occupation. An example of this is seen 
and an opportunity is offered on Lynnfield street. 

The unoccupied part of the narrow strip, about 50 rods in 
length, between the road and Sluice pond, is too steep and nar- 
row for building lots, but not too steep to purchase and save in 
its present state, covered in part with pines and with locusts, but 
giving glimpses under their branches of the water at the foot of 
the slope. A recent sale of this property gives this board an op- 
portunity to purchase it and add it to the public domain. 

The pine-covered headland on the north side of Flax pond, be- 
tween the shore and Euclid avenue, should be preserved as it is. The 
group of rocks, among which grows cedars and barberry bushes, 
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near the road and adjoining the promontory just mentioned, has 
been known and reverenced as one of the most heautiful hits of 
scenery along the pond. Let no one be misled by doubting 
that such things are found on Euclid avenue, for Euclid avenue 
was formerly called Seldomgood Pasture road, well remembered 
by many when it wound amid blossoming wood wax on the hill- 
sides of Flax pond. 

Why should streams and ponds, which in their natural state are 
so lovely, be made by man so unsightly and offensive ? As soon 
as a settlement is made on their borders, we see a parade of out- 
buildings and heaps of rubbish that utterly destroy the charm that 
nature gave. The owners of adjoining property ought to see that 
their estates would be more valuable if the borders of the ponds 
are preserved in their natural form and condition, with overhang- 
ing trees and bushes, or grassy slopes meeting the water. 

ox PASTURE. 

The Water Board was authorized by the City Council to pur- 
chase the land in Ox Pasture on the water-shed of the ponds. 

A survey of the territory has been made and the Park Com- 
missioners have assisted the Water Board in finding the owners, 
and locating their lots. About 50 acres have been acquired, and 
the purchase of an equal area is in progress. By patient effort, 
all the land that the Water Board seeks will be gained by pur- 
chase. A f<?w cases may have to be dealt with by the Park Com- 
missioners, and condemned for Park purposes. 

MEADOW PARK. 

The sewer which has been under construction for the past year, 
intended to drain the surface of the meadow, is not completed. 
No financial provision has been made to carry out the plans sub- 
mitted by the landscape architect, and published with the report 
of last year. There is some compensation in waiting for 
funds to prosecute the work, as time is necessary to get the 
soil free of water, and to dispose of it easily. The transformation 
will be slow and expensive. The pace of the improvement 
will depend upon financial conditions ; when finally completed. 
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however, this public ground will be esteemed indispensable as 
a place of recreation, for summer and winter sports of our young 
people. 

PLAYGROUNDS. 

It is often asked, '' What shall we do with our boys?" In 
former times, many of the fields and pastures were free to boys to 
roam over, and made broad playgrounds for them. Nahant was 
no man's land, open for all to fish from the rocks, or play ball in 
its pastures ; in short, a place for anybody to enjoy a holiday. 

This condition of things has passed. Our boys and girls must 
be provided with something akin to it. A playground for chil- 
dren is as necessary as a school-house in densely settled towns. 
Spaces of an acre or more should be acquired near the central 
part of the city. Meadow Park, when completed, will be suffi- 
cient for the eastern section. It was a fortunate condition that re- 
served this place in a district now thickly populated. The pasture 
within the Park limits ofl' of Walnut street at the Belt Line Rail- 
road station can be adapted for a playground for the west end of 
the city. The marsh at the foot of Shepard and Vine streets 
oflers the best location in the central, or Ward Five district. 

The need of these spaces for play is so apparent that the City 
Council should at once authorize this board to lay them out. 

OCEANSIDE. 

In last year's report the Commissioners called attention to the 
strip of land on the edge of the beach, extending from Nahant 
street to Washington street, formerly Beach street. This tract 
of three and one-half acres, with an ocean front of about 700 feet, 
has been secured for public enjoyment forever. The price to be 
paid, when the title has been approved, is $20,000. 

An order has passed the City Council authorizing a loan of 
$12,000, which is the sum the City Council appropriates on con- 
dition the remainder of the purchase money is given by the citi- 
zens. The required amount, $Sooo, has been subscribed by 
property owners near the beach, and by a few public spirited citi- 
zens. In fact, the subscription did not stop at this figure, for $600 
additional was pledged, which will be devoted to putting the 
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ground in order for immediate public use. A police patrol will 
be maintained during the visiting season. 

Included in the subject of open spaces by the sea- shore is a 
walk from Nahant Beach to King's Beach. 

There is now a difficult path around Red Rock which only the 
most agile climbers attempt. The feat of walking on the narrow 
shelf on the sea-walFs front, and on the plank about i8 inches 
wide, can only be attempted at low tide. This beautiful shore, 
the finest on our coast, should have a path or a road that the public 
may get the enjoyment of the charming views and sea breezes. 

A way could be laid out about lo feet wide, on the edge of 
the bank from Wave street to King's beach, for which the abut- 
ting owners might well afford to give the land if the city would 
undertake to maintain the sea-wall. 

For economic reasons a highway would be preferred, as it would 
give choice building lots and greatly increase the taxable value of 
the property along the shore road. There should be a co-opera- 
tion of the land owners and city in the execution of this plan. 
Profit for private owners and great public benefits will follow its 
consummation. 

An early Colonial Legislature made a grant of the sea-shore to 
the owners of the upland, thus abolishing public ownership of the 
land between high and low water mark. This gift was insignifi- 
cant enough when it was made, but of grave importance to-day. 
To recover this ancieftt hef^tage, of which we were so thought- 
lessly deprived, is the plain duty of us who see more clearly the 
great value of the sea-shore for the health and pleasure of the 
population that seeks the beaches in the summer season. The 
public should keep a sharp eye for every chance to purchase an 
ocean front. To complete the scheme begun in buying Ocean- 
side, a right of way on the edge of the shore bank should be 
obtained as soon as the public treasury will permit. 

GIFTS ACKNOWLEDGED. 

The public domain for park purposes has been increased the 
past year by gifts of six acres on Mt. Spickett, from Charles S. 
Ingalls ; and of about three acres, the location of the ancient wolf 
pits in Ox Pasture, from Philip A. Chase. 
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It seems due to the liberal and public-spirited citizens who 
aided the Commissioners with gifts of land and money to again 
make acknowledgement of assistance and encouragement. The 
sea-shore park was secured by the co-operation of the City Council 
and a few citizens, repeating the successful action by which our for- 
est reservation became a reality. In both cases the response was 
prompt and generous. A suggestion is made by friends who are 
ever ready to assist in every movement for public welfare to raise 
a fund for aiding the City to lay out and construct a park way 
from the shore to the Woods, and to set out trees on the roadsides 
of the approaches to Lynn Woods, where the bare or desert aspect 
seems to require shade and color. 

The Commissioners have considered their special mission has 
been the acquisition of sufficient and desirable open spaces for 
our growing city. So much has been attained that their work 
seems almost completed. There remains, however, a more diffi- 
cult task — the care and proper treatment of diversified reserva- 
tions of forest, meadow, and sea-shore. An intelligent and skillful 
management of the properties will require the knowledge of the 
forester and the art of the landscape architect. 

Unfortunately, the finances of the city will not permit any con- 
siderable expenditure at present. The public will wait with 
patience, content with gaining possession of an area of open 
space, which may be enjoyed in its natural state till larger 
means and better knowledge shall enable the Commissioners to 
give our public grounds a scientific and skillful treatment. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
MEADOW PARK. 



Balance 'of last year $41853 89 

Returned from Isaiah Graves .... 150 00 



$5,003 89 



EXPENDITURES. 

Land $450 00 

Serving notices 7 00 

Surveying 163 72 

620 72 

Balance unexpended 4*383 17 

$5,003 89 
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LYNN WOODS. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance of last year $2,422 11 

Appropriation 4i000 00 

$6,422 II 

EXPENDITURES. 

Land $3^652 04 

Hardware, tools, drain pipe, signboards, etc. 61 74 

Printing and postage 84 ^5 

Labor 371 90 

Police 606 43 

Witness fees, legal service 40 39 

Road building contracts 1,50676 

^ 6,323 51 

Balance 98 60 

$6,422 II 



Respectfully submitted as the report of the Park Commis- 
sioners. 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Cf^airman^ 

Lynn, Mass,, Dec, 27, 1892, 



APPENDIX. 



CITIZENS' FUND. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance from last year, $3,024 70 

Elihu Thomson, 250 00 

A friend, 5 00 

$3,279.70 

CONTRA CR. 

By road construction contract, $200 00 

Balance to pay for unsettled land claims .... 3*079 70 

$3»279 70 



Dec. 27, 1892. 



PHILIP A. CHASE, Treasurer, 



CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE PURCHASE AND IMPROVEMENT 

OF OCEANSIDE. 



Henry A. Pevear . . 


. $1,000 


Charles A. Coffin . . . 


1,000 


John P. Woodbury . . . 


1,000 


Edward Heffernan . . . 


500 


B. F. Spinney 


500 


J. N. Smith 


 500 


Philip A. Chase . . . . 


500 


Charles H. Newhall . . . 


500 


Lynn & Boston R. R. Cd. . 


500 


W. G. S. Keene . . . . 


300 


Lucian Newhall . . . . 


250 


Nehemiah Lee 


250 


L. S. Johnson 


250 



John McNair $^50 

B. W. Currier 250 

Chas. B. Tebbetts .... 250 

John B. & Hattie C. Newhall 100 

Geo. E. Barnard 100 

John S. Bftrtlett 100 

S. N. Breed & Co 100 

• Chas. W. Porter loo 

Chas. A. Sinclair 100 

F. W. Breed 50 

H. F. Tapley 50 

M. P. Clough 50 

$8,600 
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GENERAL STATISTICS. 



Municipal appropriation by loans for public parks to date is as 
follows : 

For Lynn Woods $35i00O oo 

For Meadow Park 26,000 00 

For Oceanside 12,000 00 

The gifts of monej from the beginning of the movement in 
1882 to the present time, to secure a free public forest, 

amount to about 35>ooo 00 

Gifts of land, estimated 10,000 00 

Total amount of appropriation by the City Council to date, 

for care and protection of public parks is . . . 7tO0O 00 

Amount of four per cent, bonds outstanding issued for Parks : 

Lynn Woods $35*ooo 00 

Meadow Park 26,000 00 

Oceanside (not yet issued) 12,000 00 

Amount required to settle outstanding claims . . . 10,000 00 

The area of Lynn woods, including about 400 acres which the 
Public Water Board has undertaken to secure, is about 2,000 
acres, including 312 acres in the ponds. 

Meadow Park contains 30 acres. 

Oceanside contains 31-2 acre^ to high water mark. Lynn Com- 
mon, 21 acres. 

There are several small public open spaces, total area of which 
may be 5 acres. 
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Plants and Trees in Lynn Woods. 

FLOWERLESS PLANTS. 



ORDER LYCOPODI ACE^. — CLUB MOSS FAMILY. 

Lycopodium complanatum. Festooned ground pine. 

L.. clavatum. Common club moss. 

Lr. dendroideum. Ground pine, tree club moss. 



FILICES.— FERN FAMILY. 

Woodwardia Virginica. 

Poly podium vulgare. Common poly pod. 

Asplenium ebeneum. Ebony spleenwort. 

Asplenium filix-foemina. Lady fern. 

Aspidium spinulosum. var. intermedium. Shield fern or wood ferh. 

Aspidium spinulosum. var. dilatatum. Shield or wood fern. 

Aspidium acrostichoides. Shield or wood fern. 

Aspidium marginale. Marginal shield fern. 

Onoclea sensibilis. Sensitive fern. 

Botrychium lunarioides. var. dissectum. Moonwort, grape fern. 

Botrychium Virginicum. Rattlesnake fern. 

Adiantum pedatum. Maiden-hair fern. 

Dicksonia punctilobula. Dickson's fern ; hay-scented fern. 

Osmi^nda Claytoniana. Flowering fern. 

Osmunda regalis. Royal flowering-fern. 

Osmunda cinnamonea. Cinnamon-fern. 

Pteris aquilina. Common brake. 



FLOWERING ORDERS. 

Ranuncvlids. — Crow-foot Family. 

Clematis Virginiana. Traveler's joy. 
Ranunculus bulbosus. Buttercups. 
Anemone nemorosa. Common anemone. 
Hepatica triloba. Blue hepatica. 
Thalictrum anemonoides. Rue anemone. 
T. dioicum. Early meadow rue. 
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Ramunculxds. — Crow-foot F&mily, ^-Conh'ftued, 
T. cornuti. Large meadow rue. 
Ranunculus sceleratus. Cursed crow-foot. 
Caltha palustris. Cowslip. 
Coptis trifolia. Goldthread. 
Aquilegia Canadensis. Columbine. 
Acksea spicata. White Cohosh. 

^BRBERiDS. — Barberry Family. 
Berberis vulgaris. Barberry. 

Magnolios — Magnolia Family. 
Magnolia glauca. Sweet bay. 

Nymphids. — Water Lily Family. 

Nymphaea odorata. Pond lily. (NelTs pond.) 
Nuphar advena. Cow lily. 

SArracenids.— Pitcher-plant Family. 

Sarracenia purpurea. Side-saddle flower. 

Papaverids. — Poppy Family. 

Sanguinaria Canadensis. Bloodroot. (Introduced.) 

FuMARiDs.— Fumitory Family. 

Corydalis glauca. Pale corydalis. 

SiNAPiDS. — Mustard Family. 

Nasturtium officinale. True water-cress. 
Capsella bursa-pastoris. Shepherd's purse. 

VioLiDs. — Violet Family. 

Viola lanceolata. Lance-leaved violet. 

V. blanda. Sweet white violet. 

V. sagittata. Arrow-leaved violet. 

V. pedata. Bird-foot violet. 

V. Muhlenbergii. Spreading violet. 

V. pubescens Downy yellow violet. 

V. Culcullata. Common blue violet. 
CiSTiDS. — Rock-rose Family. 

Helianthemum Canadense. Rock-rose. 

Droser IDS.— Sundew Family. 

Drosera rotundifolia. Round-leaved sundew. 

Hyperids— St. JohnVwort Family. 

Hypericum perforatum. St. John's wort. 
H. mutilum. Small St. John's wort. 
H. Sarothra. Pineweed. 
Elodea Virginica. Marsh St. John's wort. 

Caryophyllids.— Pink Family. 

Silene inflata. Bladder campion. 
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Caryophyllids.— Pink FvLmWy.—dondnued. 
Stellaria media. Chick weed. 
Cerastium viscosum. Mouse-ear chick weed. 

Gbranids. — Geranium Family. 

Geranium macu latum. Wild geranium. 
Impatiene fulva. Jewel- weed. 
Geranium Robertianum. Herb Robert. 
Impatiene pallida. Touch-me-not. 

ViTiDS.— Vine Family. 

Vitis labruBca. Common wild grape. 
Ampelopsis quinquefolia. Woodbine. 

PoLYGALiDS.— Milkwort Family. 

Polygala sanguinea. Red milkwort. 
P. polygama. Double fruited milkwort. 

Pisios. — Pulse Family. 

Amphicarpaea monoica. Hog peanut. 
Lespedeza violacea. Bush clover. 
Trifolium arvense. Rabbit-foot clover. 
T. pratense. Red clover 
Baptisia tinctoria. Wild indigo. 
Trifolium repens. White clover. 

RosiDs. — Rose Family. 

Potentilla argentea. Silvery cinque- foil. 
Spiraea salicifolia. Meadow-sweet. 
S. tomentosa. Hardback. 
Agrimonia eupatoria. Agrimony. 
Fragaria Virginiana. Strawberry. 
Rubus strigosus. Red raspberry. 
R. occidentalis. Thimbleberry. 
R. villosus. High blackberry. 
R. Canadensis. Low blackberry. 
R. hispidus. Swamp blackberry. 
Rosa lucida. Low wild rose. 
R. rubiginosa. Sweetbrier. 
Pyrus arbutifolia. Chokeberry. 
Amelanchier Canadensis. Shad-bush. 

Lythrids. — Loose-strife Family. 

Nesaea verticillata. Swamp loose-strife. 

Onagrids. — Fuchsia Family. 

Epilobium angustifolium. Great willow herb, 
Oenothera biennis. Evening primrose. 

Saxifrids. — Saxifrage Family. 
Sazifraga Vlrginiensis. Early saxifrage. 
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Hamamelids. — Witch-hazel Family. 
Hamainelis Virginica. Witch-hazel. 

A R ALIOS. — Spikeward Family. 
Aralia racemosa. Spikeward. 
A. nudicaulis. Wild sarsaparilla. 

CoRxiDs. — Cornel Family. 

Corn us florida. Flowering dogwood, 
C. Canadensis. Dwarf, cornel. 

Caprifolids. — Honeysuckle Family. 

Diervilla trifida. Bush honeysuckle. 

Sambucus Canadensis. Elder. 
RuBiDS. — Madder Family. 

Galium trifidum. Small bedstraw. 

Cephalanthus occidentalis. Button bush. 

Mitchella repens. Boxberry. 

Houstonia ccerulea. Bluets. 

Campanulids. — Harebell Family. 

Campanula aparanoides. Slender bell flower, (introduced.) 
AsTKRiDs. — Aster Family. 

Eupatorium ageratoides. White snake root. 

E. purpureum. Queen of the meadow. 

E. perfoliatum. Thorough wort. 

Sericocarpus conyzoides. White-topped aster. 

Aster patens. Spreading aster. 

Erigeron annuum. Daisy fleabane. 

Solidago. Goldenrod. (several varieties.) 

Bidens connata. Beggar-ticks. 

Maruta Cotula. Mayweed. 

Leucanthemum vulgare. Whiteweed. 

Gnaphalium polycephalum. Sweet-scented everlasting. 

Erechthites hieracifolia. Fireweed. 

Senecio aureus. Golden senecio. 

Gnaphalium uliginosum. Low cudweed. 

Cirsium lanceolatum. Common thistle. 

C. pumilum. Pasture thistle. 

Hieracium venosum. Rattlesnake weed. 

Taraxicum Dens-Leonis. Dandelion. 

LoBBLiDS.— Lobelia Family. 

Lobelia cardinalis. Cardinal flower. 

Lobelia inflata. Indian tobacco. 
Kalmids. — Heath Family. 

Kalmia latifolia. Mountain laurel, (introduced.) 

Gaylussacia resinosa. Huckleberry. 

Vaccinium macrocarpon. Cranberry. 
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Kalmids. — Heath Family. — Continued, 
V. vacillans. Blue huckleberry. 
V. Pennsylvanicum. Low blueberry. 
Gaylussacia frondosa. Dangleberry. 
Vaccinium corymbosum. Highbush blueberry. 
V. fuscatum. Black blueberry. 
Arctostaphylos Uva-ursi. Mountain cranberry. 
Gaultheria procumbens. Checkerberry. 
Andromeda llgustrina. Privet Andromeda. 
A. calyculata. Rusty-leaved Andromeda. 
Clethra alnifolia. White alder. 
Kalmia latifolia. Mountain Laurel, (introduced.) 
K. angu8tifolia. Sheep laurel. 
Pyrola rotundifolia. Round-leaved pyrola. 
P. asarifolia. Broad-leaved pyrola. 
P. elliptica. Three-leaved pyrola. 
Chimaphila umbellata. Prince's pine. 
Hypopitys lanuginosa. False ^eech drops. 
Monotropa uniflora. Indian pipe. 

Aquipolids. — Holly Family. 

Prinos verticillatus. Black alder. 

PRIMULIDS. — Primrose Family. 

Trientalis Americana. Star flower. 
Lysimachia. Loose strife, (several varieties.) 
Anagallis arvensis. Pimpernel. 

LiNARXDS. — Snapdragon Family. 
Verbascum Thapsus. Mullein* 
Linaria vulgaris. Toad flax. Butter-and-Eggs. 
L. Canadensis. Canada snap-dragon. 
Chelone glabra. Balmony, or Snake-head. 
Gratiola Virgin iana. Hedge hyssop. 
Gerardia purpurea. Purple gerardia. 
' G. tenuifolia. Slender gerardia. 
G. pedicularis. Bushy gerardia. 
Melampyrum pratense. Cow wheat. 

Mbnthids. — Mint Family. 

Mentha Canadensis. Meadow mint. 
Hedeoma pulegioides. Pennyroyal. 
Nepeta cataria. . Catnip. 
N. Glechoma. Ground ivy. 
Prunella vulgaris. Self-heal. 
Trichostema dichotomum. Blue curls. 
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Symphytids. — Borage Family. 

Myo80ti6 laxa. Forf^et-me-not. (introduced.) 
Cjnoglo88um Morisoni. Beggar's lice. 

CoNVOLVULiDS. — Moming-Glory Family. 
Cuscuta Gronovii. Common Dodder. 
Convolvulus arvensis. Bindweed. 

SoLANiDS. — Nightshade Family. 

Solonum nigrum. Common nightshade. 

Gentianids. — Gentian Family. 

Gentiana Andrewsii. Closed gentian. 

AscLBPiDS. — Milkweed Family. 

Asclepias Cornuti. Common milkweed. 
A. quadrifolia. Four-leaved milkweed. 

Phytolids. — Pokeweed Family. 
Phytolacca decandra. Garget. 

PoLYGONiDS. — Smartweed Family. 

Polygonum. Smartweed. (several varieties.) 
P. sagittatum. Tear-thumb. 
Rumex acetosella. Common sorrel. 
R. crispus. Yellow dock. 

Laurids. — Sassafras Family. 

Benzoin odoriferum. Fever-bush. 

Santalids. — Sandalwood Family. 

Comandra umbellata. False toad-flax. 

Ulmids. — Elm Family. 

Urtica dioica. Common nettle. 

Myrids. — Bay berry Family. 

Comptonia asplenifolia. Sweet-fern. 
Myrica cerifera. Bayberry. 

Arids. — Wake- robin Family. 

Symplocarpus foetidus. Skunk cabbage. 
Calla palustris. Wild calla. 

Typhids. — Cat-tail Family. 
Typha latifolia. Cat-Uil. 

Orchids. — Orchis Family. 

Platan thera lacera. Ragged orchis. 
P. fimbriata. Large purple orchis. 
Arethusa bulbosa. Arethusa. (Nell's pqnd.) 



\ 
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Orchids. — Orchis Family. — Continued. 
Pogonia verticillata. Pogonia. 
P. ophioglossoides. Adder's-tongue Arethusa. 
Calopogon pulchellus. Cjmbidium. (Nell's pond.) 
Cypripedium acaule. Low ladies' slipper 

Irids. — Blue-flag Family. 

Sisyriiichium Bermudiana. Blue-eyed grass. 
Iris versicolor. Large Blue-flag. 

Sarsids. — Greenbrier Family. 

Smilax rotundifolia. Bullbrier. 
Trillium cernuum. Nodding' trillium. 
Medeola Virgin ica. Cucumber root. 

LiLiDS. — Lily Family. 

Polygonatum pubescens. Small Solomon's seal. 
Smilacina btfolia. Two-leaved Solomon's seal. 
Lilium Philadelphicum. Red lily. 

Clintonia borealis. Northern Ciintonia. (introduced.) 
Lilium Canadense. Yellow lily. 

Mklanthids. — Indian Poke Family. 

Uvularia sessilifolia. Common bellwort. 
Veratrum viride. Indian poke. 

Family Pontbdbrids. — Pickerel-weed Family. 
Pontederia cordata. Pickerel-weed. 

Xyrids.— ^Yellow-eyed grass Family. 

Xyris Caroliniana. Yellow-eyed grass. 



TREES. 

Acer rubrum. Red or swamp maple. 

A. Pennsylvanicum. Striped maple. 

Rhus glabra. Smooth sumac. 

R. typhina. Stag-horn sumac. 

R. copalllna. Mountain sumac. 

R. Toxicodendron. Poison ivy. (Vine.) 

R. venenata. Poison sumac. (Dogwood.) 
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Robin ia Pseudacacia. Common locust. 
Prunus Pennsylvanica. Wild red cherry. 
P. serotina. Wild black cherry'. 
P. Virgin iana. Choke cherry. 

Amalauchier Canadensis. Shad bush. (Service berry.) 
Corn us florida. Flowering dogwood. 
Nyssa multi flora. Peppe ridge. (Sour gum.) 
Fraxinus Americana. White ash. 
F. sambucifolia. Black ash. 
Sassafras officinale. Sassafras. 
Ulmus Americana. American or white elm. 
Platanus occidentalis. Sycamore. (Button wood.) 
Carya porcina. Pignut. 

Betula populifolia. American white or gray birch. 
B. lenta. Sweet, black or cherry birch. 
B. lutea. Yellow birch. 
Alnus incana. Speckled or hoary alder. 
Ostrya Virginica. Ironwood. (Hop-hornbeam.) 
Quercus alba. White oak. 
Q;, rubra. Red oak. 
Q^ cocci nea. Scarlet oak. 
Q; cocci nea, var. tinctoria. Black oak. 
Q^ ilicifolia. Bear or scrub oak. 
Fagus ferruginea. Beech. 
Salix alba. White willow. 
S. eriocephala. Pussey willow. 
S. discolor. Bog willow. 

S. Babylonica. Weeping willow. (Introduced.) 
Populus tremuloides. American aspen. 
P. grandidentata. Large-toothed aspen. 
Pinus Strobus. White or Weymouth pine. 
P. Banksiana. Northern Scrub pine. 
P. rigida. Pitch pine. 
Abies Canadensis. Hemlock, 
uniperus Virginiana. Red cedar. 
P. Communis. Juniper. 
Larix Americana. Hacmatac. 
Tilia Americana. American Linden. 
Morus rubra. Purple Mulberry. (Introduced.) 



The Park Commissioners would like to be informed of any plants or trees oinitt«d in 
this list. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the City Council: 

In accordance with the provisions of the Park Act of 1882, 
which requires the Park Commissioners to transmit to the City 
Council a report containing a statement of the acts and doings 
and receipts and expenditures of the preceding financial year, 
the undersigned submit the following report : 

PUBLIC PARKS. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance from 1892 $4*48 1 77 

Loan 5»ooo 00 

Appropriation 3»6oo 00 

Sale of wood 3^ 25 

$13,118 02 

KXPENDITURES. 

LYNN WOODS. 

Park keepers and labor $982 47 

Maps, printing, stationery, postage. . 3^^ 7^ 

Iron fences for wolf pits ..... 47 50 

Lumber and repairs 257 15 

Well, pump, hardware and tools . . . no 45 

Trees, shrubs and loam 190 80 

Repairing roads 313 01 

Execution for land 3»33o 53 

Miscellaneous 100 58 

— $5,643 21 

MEADOW PARK. 

Carriages for witnesses and jury . . . . $31 00 

Witness fees in land cases 355 19 

Mortgage assignment 105 oo 

Land 100 00 

Land settlements and executions .... 5*529 99 

$6,121 18 

Balance unexpended i)353 63 

$13,118 02 
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The expenditures the past year have been mainly for repairs 
of roads, and for Park Police. The unsettled land claims are 
reduced to a small amount. No new territory has been acquired ; 
no roads have been constructed. The work of thinning and 
clearing has been continued by the keepers, in the time that 
could be spared from duties of the regular patrol. 

Magnolia trees have been set out in Tomlins* swamp, and a 
few Rhododendrons and Kalmias have been introduced in places 
favorable to their growth. If this experiment is successful, the 
planting will be continued every spring. 

There was one destructive forest fire in the dry season of the 
early summer. The fire started near the pumping station at the 
head of Birch Pond, outside of the Park boundary. A high 
southwest wind swept the flames over the hills to Tomlins' 
swamp, where it was stopped, not, however, till it had blackened 
the hill-sides and disfigured the landscape for the whole summer. 
Setting forest fires is punishable under the Statutes, and the City 
Ordinance offers a reward of $50 for detection and conviction 
of persons violating this ordinance. The Park Rules forbid fires 
in the reservation, under penalty of a fine of twenty dollars. 
ThCvSe seem to be the only preventative measures, thus far pro- 
posed, against incendiarism in the woods. For the early discov- 
ery of a fire in Lynn Woods, a watch should be maintained on 
the hill tops, in times of drought and high winds. For this 
purpose, a tower should be built which could command a view 
of the whole resei*vation. It would ser\^e, too, as an observatory, 
from which the visitor may overlook the expanse of the surround- 
ing hills and valleys, and see the horizon boundary from the ocean 
to the distant mountains in New Hampshire. 

To bring assistance for extinguishing forest fires, a telephone 
connection should be made with the Fire Department. In cases 
of accident, or of disturbance from disorderly conduct, the police 
could be summoned. 

It is fair to say, however, that no rowdyism has occurred in the 
Woods to suggest this measure. The public is so well assured 
against annoyance of this character that it is no uncommon sight 
to see parties of ladies and children, without escort, enjoying a 
holiday stroll on the roads and wood paths. 



PARK COMMISSIONERS. 7 

The public spirit, which gave us Lynn Woods by means of 
gifts of land and money, is still in its vigor. To give employ- 
ment to maiiy persons thrown out of work by the present indus- 
trial condition, the Board of Associated Charities has raised a 
fund which is now being spent in the employment of men in 
clearing the woods of fallen trees and brush, and repairing 
roads. Trees that need to be cut down are taken to the wood 
yard to furnish fuel for destitute families, or to be sold for the 
benefit of the relief fund. The old pasture road from Park Ave- 
nue, near the Belt Line Railroad Station, on the west side of 
Tomlins' Swamp to Penny Bridge, has been widened, and made 
passable for slow driving, by a corp of unemployed men, whose 
pressing needs are thus relieved. 

The value of the work is mainly in gathering the fallen wood, 
that, in case of fire, makes an extensive bed of hot coals, which 
hinders operations in extinguishing the fire, and often destroys 
the fertility of the soil. 

ox PASTURE. 

The Commissioners have given their assistance to the Water 
Board in the purchase of lands in Ox Pasture, that lie on the 
water-shed of Walden and Glen Lewis Ponds. Two hundred 
acres have been acquired, or about one-half of the desired terri- 
tory. Negotiations continue, and will result in obtaining the en- 
tire tract in a year or two. Through this domain, now known 
in its whole extent to but a few, a road may be extended for the 
distance of two miles from the ponds to Newburyport turnpike. 
It would pass through a veritable wilderness, giving the means 
of enjoyment to all, of a forest — if not primeval, certainly as 
wild and untrodden as one may find within ten miles of the State 
House. A road may branch from the main route, wind around 
the north cove of Walden Pond, and unite with the pond road 
at Walden Pond Dam. 

PLAY GROUNDS. 

The appropriation for the current year has been insufiSicient to 
lay out a play-ground on any of our public open spaces ; but the 
opportunity Yemains of laying out at least three fields, for the 
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sports of youth. The first is at the north end of Aleadow Park, 
near the Grove ; the second, at Oak street, in front of Breed's 
Pond Dam ; and the third, off of Walnut street, at the entrance 
to Lynn Woods, near the Belt Line Railroad Station. These are 
public possessions, and may be put in condition for play-grounds 
at a small outlay. 

The land at Oak street is level, and may be made picturesque 
in its surroundings. By closing Oak street, a space sufficient for 
children's games may be had. The pond in the meadow, made 
by excavation for clay, which is always supplied with water from 
the leakage of the cbim, would afford the boys a place for boat 
sailing. 

Its banks, left undisturbed for several years, are now covered 
by turf. A clump of shrubbery here and there on its borders, 
and other effects which a landscape gardener can obtain, would 
transform this useless and unsightly clay pit into an interesting 
and attractiv^e adjunct of the play-ground. 

The plan suggested in last year's report, that land might be 
obtained on the marshes south of the Boston & Maine Railroad, 
for a play-ground for Wards Five and Six, will have to be aban- 
doned. On further examination, it appears that the cost of the 
land, and of the preparation of it, would be too great. The pos- 
si])le commercial uses of the land near the railroad, or its adapta- 
tion for business, makes it too valuable to be taken for public 
purpose. 

An Act was passed by the last legislature, which gives cities 
and towns the right to borrow money outside of the debt limit, 
with which to purchase land for play-ground. The power is 
ample enough to obtain land anywhere for the purpose, yet the 
large demands on the City Treasury, for incomplete public works, 
are certainly more pressing, and suggest that the prudent course 
would be to confine expenses for play-grounds to the prepaiation 
of those sites that, although rather distant from the central wards 
of the city, are already in possession. In pursuance of such a 
course, two grounds should be made the coming year, in order 
to give both the eastern and western parts of the city fair accom- 
modations. 
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OCEANSIDE. 

The last act of the Board of 1892 was the purchase of the strip 
of upland and beach from Nahant street to Washington street. 
Since its purchase, nothing has been done on the property except 
the filling, to bring the surface to a proper slope from the road to 
the ridge of the beach. Heeding the advice of an eminent land- 
scape architect, the territory will remain as at present, an open 
common, but will be put in smooth and clean condition, covered 
with such gfass as will grow there. 

The Commissioners again ask the attention of the public, and 
of the land owners of the ocean front from Nahant street to the 
Swampscott line, to the benefits to both parties of a walk or a 
boulevard along that shore. A few of the owners have expressed 
a desire to give the necessary front land, if the city will construct 
and maintain a sea wall. All of the owners can well afford to do 
this. To protect the banks from the sea, a substantial wall must 
sooner or later be built. Wooden bulk-heads that have been in use 
are soon destroyed, and their renewal is a heavy tax upon the 
owners. The efforts of some of the owners of the front to give 
the public a foot path is commendable, but quite inadequate, be- 
ing impassable at high tide or during a storm. The public should 
have the privilege of a safe and sufficient way on the edge of the 
bank along the shore. The cost of constructing this sea wall may 
be great, but its cost will not be so great a burden for the public, 
as for the present owners. If the abutters have been able to bear 
the expense, the whole community can certainly do as much. 

The public is, happily, provided with the power to lay out a 
public way along the shore from Oceanside to Swampscott. The 
last General Court enacted a law called the Boulevard Act, a copy 
of which is appended to this report, giving Park Commissioners 
the right to connect public open spaces by laying out roads over 
private lands. At the foot of Ocean street, on the Swampscott 
line, is a small open space, the property of the City of Lynn. 
This space will have more importance when it shall have become 
a part of that Park which the Town of Swampscott proposes to 
lay out in the place where the fish-houses now stand. 
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If this park be made, the buildings, mostly small boat-houses 
or fish-houses, will be removed, and the beach will be open as far 
as Black Will's cliff to the eastward. 

By constituting this open space a park, the Commissioners may 
lay out such a way to it from Oceanside as may be desired. 

To complete such a work, several years would be required, as 
the City Council would probably not be willing to exhaust the 
borrowing power of one year for this object only. It is a work 
worthy to be undertaken at once. The co-operation of the owners 
of the land would greatly facilitate a beginning. Self interest 
alone ought to prevail with them to do so ; but it is hoped that a 
broad and noble public spirit possesses them, and that a far-seeing^ 
wisdom guides them to aid an undertaking that will give our city 
the most beautiful ocean promenade in the country. 

This Board has also considered a plan for connecting Ocean- 
side with Lynn Woods by extending Washington street in a nearly 
direct westerly line from its points of intersection with Boston 
street, along the southerly boundary of Pine Grove Cemetery. 
This road would pass to the north of Holder's Pond through pas- 
ture and woodland in the Pine Hill District. The cost of land 
for the road would be nothing, and the betterments ought to can- 
cel a large part of the expense of construction. These hills afford 
fine sites for dwellings. The increase in the taxable value of land 
if this road is built, would certainly soon return to the City Treas- 
ury the amount that may be now required from it. 

To aid this work contributions from our citizens may be relied 
upon if it is undertaken at once. There is constant complaint of 
the condition of the roads that lead to Lynn Woods. All the 
approaches to it are occupied by street car tracks. It seems to be 
not an unreasonable request that at least one thoroughfare should 
be under the care of the Park Commissioners. Washington street 
has but one line of tracks, is well and uniformly built upon, and 
by constant attention its surface could be kept smooth and clean. 
With the consent of a majority of the owners of front feet, this 
street can be taken under the care of the Park Commissioners. If 
the street shall be extended, as proposed, the owners of estates on 
Washington street should be interested to secure the assent of the 
required frontage. 
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MEADOW PARK. 



It is to be regretted that nothing has been done in Meadow 
Park since its purchase. There are good reasons, however, for 
this inaction. For a year or more, a sewer has been under con- 
struction on its southerly side. The question has not been decided 
whether this Board or the highway department should build the 
boundary streets. Inasmuch as the streets are to be built upon 
and used as highways, it would seem to be the business of the 
City Council to take primary action. If the work devolves upon 
the Commissioners, it will be started by contracting with the 
Board of Health to deposit all the ashes and like material, col- 
lected in the eastern portion of the city, on the lines of the pro- 
posed outside streets. In a few years enough would be obtained 
to fill the road-beds to the required level. After the boundary 
roads are built, the city finances may be in condition to treat the 
interior portion of the ground as proposed by the landscape 
architect. 

THE PUBLIC AND THE PARKS A GIFT ACKNOWLEDGED. 

The public interest in our Forest Reservation is wide spread. 
The wisdom of our citizens in establishing it is justified by the 
annually increasing number of visitors both from our own com- 
munity, and of those from neighboring towns and cities. The 
autumn foliage in October showed as brilliant coloring as did the 
hill-sides of Vermont or New Hampshire. 

In the same sense that every American feels a pride in Mt. 
Washington, Niagara Falls, the Yellowstone Park, and Yosemite 
Valley, every citizen of Lynn is proud of a possession which 
gives our city the distinction of having within its boundaries the 
largest public common under municipal control in New England. 

That this reservation is, to a large extent, the creation of the 
citizen by his voluntary offering of money for its purchase, and 
that it continues to be the object of his generosity, insures the 
future care and protection of Lynn Woods. 

Individual instances of the interest now felt are frequently man- 
ifested. A particular case deserves a record here. It is the 
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from C. A. Coffin, Esq., of 500 trees, and as many shrubs, set out 
along the approaches to the ponds, and along their borders. Mr. 
Coffin's gift will restore that which the engineer destroyed when 
the ponds and the roads were constructed. That singleness of 
purpose of the engineer, so often praiseworthy, must be condemned 
in this instance, where the sole purpose of storage basins was car- 
ried out without regard to scenery or scenic effect. The trees set 
out are willows and Weir cut-leaf maples. These were chosen 
because they are quick growing, and have a drooping foliage 
which seems suited to the banks of a pond. 

Our Park system has cost little, and with the exception of the 
reclamation of the bog in Meadow Park, will require no large 
expenditure for several years. Nature has made our woods com- 
plete — none of man's art or labor is needed here. The thinning 
and clearing may be pursued steadily at small expense. Even 
this assistance may be withheld, for there are many who are better 
pleased with uncontrolled growth than with a trimmed and care 
taken forest. 

The Washington Street extension, and the road already under- 
taken on the west side of Tomlins' Swamp, will require a few 
thousand dollars. When the tax payer reflects that the total cost 
of our public park scarcely exceeds the cost of the new city armory, 
he should have no hesitation in giving a hearty approval of the 
suggestions contained in this report for making easily accessible 
our seashore and public forest, and for giving them all needful 
protection. 

Respectfully submitted as the report of the Park Commis- 
sioners. 

PHILIP A. CHASE, Chairman. 
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CITIZEN'S FUND. 



RECEIPTS. 



Balance from last jear $3»079 70 

Interest 75 00 

CONTRA CR. 

Balance forward $3»i54 70 

PHILIP A. CHASE, Treasurer, 
Lynn, December 26, 1893. 

OCEANSIDE. 

RECEIPTS. 

Citizen's contributions $8,600 00 

CONTRA CR. 

Appropriation to aid the city to purchase Oceanside . . $8,000 00 

H. S. Tuttle, for gravel 75 00 

Balance 525 00 

$8,600 00 
PHILIP A. CHASE, Treasurer, 



Lynn, December 26, 1893. 



STATUTES RELATING TO PUBLIC PARKS. 



[Chapter 225.] 
AN ACT 

TO AUTHORIZE CITIES AND TOWNS TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN PUBLIC 

PLAV-GROUNDS. 

Be it enacted^ eiCt as follows: 

Section'I. Any city or town in the Commonwealth is hereby author- 
ized to take land and rights of land, in fee or otherwise, within its limits, 
by gift, purchase, eminent domain or otherwise, or to hire or lease the 
same for such period and at such annual rental as may be agreed upon, 
and to hold, preserve and maintain such land as public play-grounds : pro- 
vided, however, that no land shall be purchased, taken or hired for this 
purpose until an appropriation sufficient to cover the estimated expense 
thereof shall, in a city, have been made by the city council, or in a town, 
by a legal town meeting. When a park commission constituted under the 
laws of the Commonwealth exists, or is hereafter established, in a city or 
town, the powers and duties granted or imposed by this act and other acts 
hereafter passed with reference to public play-grounds shall be exercised 
through such park commission. 

Sect. 2. The city or town, or its park commissioners, if any, shall 
estimate and determine as near as may be all damages sustained by any 
person or corporation by the taking of land or by other acts in execution 
of the powers herein granted ; but any party aggrieved by such determina- 
tion may have the damages assessed in the manner provided by law with 
respect to damages sustained by reason of the laying out of ways. If upon 
trial damages shall be increased beyond the award the party shall recover 
costs; otherwise he shall pay costs; and costs shall be taxed as in civil 
cases. Within sixty days after the taking of any land under this act, the 
city or town, or park commission, as the case may be, shall file and cause 
to be recorded in the proper registry of deeds a description thereof suffi- 
ciently accurate for identification, with a statement of the purpose for 
which the same was taken ; and no suit for damages shall be brought after 
the expiration of two years from the date of such recording. 

Sect. 3. Any town or city, except the city of Boston, in order to meet 
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the expense of acquiring land for the purposes of this act, may incur 
indebtedness beyond the limit of indebtedness fixed by law, and may issue 
bonds, notes or scrip therefor. But the indebtedness so incurred beyond 
the debt limit shall not exceed one-half of one per cent, of the assessed 
valuation of said town or city. The securities so issued shall be payable 
within thirty years from the date thereof, and it shall not be necessary to 
establish a sinking fund for the payment of the same unless the town or 
city shall so vote. The provisions of chapter twenty-nine of the Public 
Statutes and of acts in amendment thereof and addition thereto shall, ex- 
cept as herein otherwise provided, apply to the indebtedness hereby au- 
thorized and the securities issued hereunder. 

Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 19, 1893. 

[Chapter 300.] 
AN ACT 

RELATIVE TO THE LAYING OUT OP PUBLIC PARKS BY TOWNS AND CITIES. 

Section i. Any board of park commissioners constituted under the 
authority of chapter one hundred and fifty-four of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-two as amended by chapter two hundred and 
forty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, or of any special 
acts, shall have power to connect any public park, boulevard or driveway 
under its control, with any part of any city or town in this Commonwealth 
wherein it has jurisdiction, by selecting and taking any connecting street 
or streets, or part thereof, leading to such park, and shall also have power 
to accept and add to any such park any street or part thereof which adjoins 
and runs parallel with any boundary line of the same : provided, that the 
consent of the public authorities having control of any such street or 
streets so far as selected and taken, and also the consent in writing of tlie 
owners of a majority of the frontage of the lots and lands abutting on such 
street or streets so far as taken, shall be first obtained. 

Sect. 2. Such board of park commissioners, or such public authorities 
as are by law authorized to levy taxes or assessments for the maintenance 
of such parks, shall have power to improve such street or streets as they 
may deem best, and for that puipose they are hereby authorized to pay for 
the improvement thereof, and from time to time to levy or cause to be 
levied and collected a special tax or assessment on contiguous property 
abutting upon such streets so improved, for a sum of money not exceeding 
one-half the estimated cost of such first improvement or improvements as 
shall be ordered and estimated by such board of park commissioners, but 
not for any subsequent repairs thereof; and to that end such board or 
public authorities shall have all the power and authority now or hereafter 
granted to them respectively, relative to the levy, assessment and coUec* 
tion of taxes or assessments for corporate puposes. And such special 
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taxes or assessments as are hereby authorized may be divided into not ex- 
ceeding four annual instalments, bearing interest at the rate of five per 
cent, per annum from the date of confirmation until paid. And the said 
assessments or instalments thereof shall be collected and enforced in the 
same manner as is provided by law for the collection and enforcement of 
other taxes or assessments for or on account of such bodies or boards, so 
far as the same are applicable. 

Sect. 3. Such boards of park commissioners shall have the same power 
and control over the streets or parts of streets taken under this act as are 
or may be by law vested in them concerning the parks, boulevards or 
driveways under their control. 

Sect. 4. In case any such streets or parts thereof shall pass from the 
control of any such park board, the power and authority over the same 
granted or authorized by this act shall revert to the proper corporate au- 
thorities of such city or town, respectively, as aforesaid. 

Sect. 5. Any city or town shall have full power and authority to invest 
any of such park boards with the right to control, improve and maintain 
any of the streets of such city or town, for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of this act. 
Approved May 3, 1893. 

[Chapter 407.] 
AN ACT 

TO ESTABLISH A METROPOLITAN PARK COMMISSION. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : 

Section i. The governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
council, shall appoint five persons, who shall constitute a board to be 
known as the Metropolitan Park Commission. The members of this board 
shall hold office respectively for the terms of one year, two years, three 
years, four years and five years, beginning with the first Monday in May 
' in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-three, and annually thereafter the 
governor shall appoint as aforesaid one such commissioner, to hold office 
for the term of five years, beginning with the first Monday in May in the 
year of his appointment; and if any vacancy occurs in said board by resig- 
nation or otherwise the governor shall in like manner appoint a commis- 
sioner for the residue of the term in which the vacancy occurs, and may 
also remove any commissioner. The members of said board shall serve 
without compensation, but their travelling and other necessary expenses 
shall be allowed and paid ; and no person employed by the board shall be 
a member thereof. 

Sect. 2. Said board shall annuallv choose one of its members chairman, 
and may from time to time appoint a clerk or secretary, and such other 
employees as it deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this act; it 
may determine the duties and compensation of such appointees, remove 
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the same at pleasure, and make all reasonable rules and regulations. Said 
board shall have a suitable office, where its maps, plans, documents, rec- 
ords and accounts shall be kept, subject to public inspection at such times 
as the board may determine. On or before the second Wednesday in De- 
cember in each year said board shall make a report of its proceedings to 
the general court, together with a full statement of its receipts and dis- 
bursements. Said report shall be numbered as one of the series of public 
documents and four thousand copies thereof shall be printed annually. 

Sect. 3. The jurisdiction and powers of said board shall extend to and 
may be exercised in the cities of Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Everett, 
Lynn, Maiden, Medford, Newton, Quincy, Somerville, Waltham and 
VVoburn, and in the towns of Arlington, Belmont, Braintree, Brookline, 
Canton, Dedham, Dover, Hingham, Hull, Hyde Park, Melrose, Milton, 
Nahant, Needham, Revere, Saugus, Stoneham, Swampscott, Wakefield, 
Watertown, Wellesley, Weston, Weymouth, Winchester and Winthrop; 
which cities and towns shall constitute the Metropolitan Parks District. 

Sect. 4. Said board shall have power to acquire, maintain and make 
available to the inhabitants of said district open spaces for exercise and 
recreation ; and to this end, acting so far as may be in consultation with 
the proper local boards, shall be authorized to take, in fee or otherwise, in 
the name and for the benefit of the Commonwealth, by purchase, gift, 
devise or eminent domain, lands and rights in land for public open spaces 
within said district, or to take bonds for the conveyance thereof; and to 
preserve and care for such public i-eservations, and also, in the discretion 
of said board and upon such terms as it may approve, such other open spaces 
within said district as may be entrusted, given or devised to said board or 
to the Commonwealth, by the United States, or by cities, towns, corpora- 
tions or individuals, for the general purposes of this act, or for any one or 
more of such purposes as the donor may designate ; provided, however, that 
no private property taken for the purpose of this act shall be taken under 
the right of eminent domain without the concurrence of a majority of the 
board and of the board of park commissioners, if any, of the city or town 
in which such property is situated : provided, further, that no land shall be 
taken under the right of eminent domain in that part of the city of Med- 
ford known as the Middlesex Fells, southerly of a line drawn from the 
southerly base of^Pine Hill, northwesterly through the southern end of the 
dam of the south reservoir of the town of Winchester and extended to the 
western boundary of said Fells, so-called ; nor southerly of a line drawn 
from said southerly base of Pine Hill, east to the eastern boundary of said 
Fells ; provided, further, that said board shall not take by purchase or 
right of eminent domain, under this act, any land or other property to an 
amount exceeding in value in the aggregate, with land or other property 
previously taken by purchase or eminent domain hereunder, ninety per 
centum of the total amount appropriated by the legislature or contributed 
by individuals or corporations for that purpose : provided, further, that 
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nothing in this act shall be construed to limit existing rights of any city or 
town in relation to water supply purposes, or in any way obstruct their 
taking advantage of such rights* In furtherance of the powers herein 
granted, said board may employ a suitable police force, make rules and 
regulations for the government and use of the public reservations under 
their care, and for breaches thereof affix penalties not exceeding twenty 
dollars for one offence, to be imposed by any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion ; and in general may do all acts needful for the proper execution of the 
powers and duties granted to and imposed upon said board by the terms of 
this act. Said board shall also have power to expend such funds, whether 
principal or income, as may be given in trust, as provided for in section 
five- 

Sect. 5. The treasurer and receiver-general of the Commonwealth is 
hereby authorized and empowered, with the approval of the governor and 
council, to receive and hold in trust for the Commonwealth, exempt from 
taxation, any grant or devise of lands or rights in land, and any gift or 
bequest of money or other personal property, made for the purposes of this 
act, and shall preserve and invest the proceeds thereof in notes or bonds 
secured by good and sufficient mortgage or other securities. Said trust 
property shall be known as the Metropolitan Parks Trust Fund, and shall 
be used and expended under the direction of the Metropolitan Park Com- 
mission and subject to its orders. 

Sect. 6. Any city or town within said district, or any local board of 
such city or town, with the latter's consent, is hereby authorized and em- 
powered to transfer the care and control of any open space owned or con- 
trolled by it to the Metropolitan Park Commission, upon such terms and 
for such period as may be mutually agreed upon ; or to enter into an agree- 
ment with said commission for the joint care or preservation of open 
spaces within or adjacent to such city or town ; and the Metropolitan Park 
Commission may in like manner transfer the care and control of any open 
space controlled by it to any local board of a city or town within the said 
district, with the consent of such city or town and upon such terms and for 
such period as may be mutually agreed upon. 

Sect. 7. Said board shall estimate and determine as near as may be all 
damages sustained by any person or corporation by the taking of land, or 
any right therein, under this act; but anyone aggrieved by such determin- 
ation of the board may have such damages assessed by a jury of the supe- 
rior court, in the same manner as is provided by law with respect to dam- 
ages sustained by reason of the laying out of ways. If upon trial damages 
are increased beyond the award of the board the aggrieved party shall 
recover costs, otherwise such party shall pay costs ; and costs shall be taxed 
as in civil cases ; but no suit for such damages shall be brought after the 
expiration of two years from the date of the recording of the taking, as 
required by the following section. 

Sect. 8. Within sixty days after any land, or right therein, is acquired 
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or taken under this act, the board shall file and cause to be recorded in the 
proper registry of deeds, a description thereof sufficiently accurate for its 
identification, with a statement of the purpose for which the same is ac- 
quired or taken, which description shall be signed by a majority of said 
board. 

Sect. 9. To meet the expenses incurred under the provisions of this act 
the treasurer and receiver-general shall, with the approval of the governor 
and council, issue scrip or certificates of debt in the name and behalf of the 
Commonwealth and under its seal, to an amount not exceeding one million 
dollars, for a term not exceeding forty years. Said scrip or certificates of 
debt shall be issued as registered bonds or with interest coupons attached, 
and shall bear interest not exceeding four per cent, per annum, payable 
semi-annually on the first dnys of January and July in each year. Such 
scrip or certificates of debt shall be designated on the face as the Metropol- 
itan Parks Loan ; shall be countersigned by the governor, and shall be 
deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of the Commonwealth, and the 
principal and interest shall be paid at the times specified therein in gold 
coin of the United States; and said scrip or certificates of debt shall be sold 
and disposed of at public auction or in such other mode and at such times 
and prices, and in such amounts and at such rates of interest, not exceed- 
ing the rate above specified, as the governor and council shall deem best. 
The treasurer and receiver-general shall, on issuing any of said scrip or 
certificates of debt, establish a sinking fund, and apportion an amount to 
be paid thereto each year sufficient with its accumulations to extinguish 
the debt at maturity. Any premium realized on the sale of said scrip or 
certificates of debt shall be applied to the payment of the interest on said 
loan as it accrues. 

Sect. id. The supreme judicial court sitting in equity shall, on the 
application of said board and after notice to each of the cities and towns 
hereinbefore named, appoint three commissioners, who shall not be resi- 
dents of such cities or towns, who shall, after due notice and hearing, and 
in such manner as they shall deem just and equitable, determine the pro- 
portion in which each of sucli cities and towns shall annually pay money 
into the treasury of the Commonwealth, for the term of five years next fol- 
lowing the year of the first issue of said scrip or certificates, to meet the 
interest and sinking fund requirements for each of said years, as estimated 
by the treasurer of the Commonwealth, and to meet the expenses of pre- 
servation and necessary care of said public reservations as estimated by 
said board and certified to said treasurer, and any deficiency in the amount 
previously paid in as found by said treasurer, and shall return them award 
into said court; and when said award shall have been accepted by said 
court the same shall be a final and conclusive adjudication of all matters 
herein referred to said commissioners and shall be binding on all par- 
ties. Said commissioners shall fix and return the proportion to be paid 
by the city of Boston for the first period of five years, at fifty per cent, of 
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the whole. Before the expiration of said term of five years, and every five 
vears thereafter, three commissioners, who shall not be residents of any 
of the cities or towns constituting the metropolitan park district, shall 
again be appointed as aforesaid, who shall in such manner as they deem 
just and equitable determine the proportion in which each of said cities 
and towns shall annually pay money into the treasury of the Common- 
wealth as aforesaid, for the next succeeding term of five years, together 
with any deficiency in the amount previously paid in, as found by said 
treasurer, and shall return their award into said courts; and when said 
award shall have been accepted by said court the same shall be a final and 
conclusive adjudication of all matters herein referred to said commission- 
ers, and shall be binding on all parties: provided, that no assessment 
shall be levied for the purposes of this act in any one year upon any city 
or town Id excess of a sum equal to one half mill on the dollar of the valu- 
ation thereof. 

Sbct. II. The Metropolitan Park Commission shall annually estimate 
the expenses of preservation and necessary care of said public reservations 
for the ensuing year, and certify the same to the treasurer who shall appor- 
tion said expenses in the manner provided in the following section : pro- 
vided, however, that such expenses shall not exceed the sum often thous- 
and dollars during the first year, nor exceed the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars during any succeeding year. 

Sbct. 12. The amount of money required each year from each city and 
town of the metropolitan park district to meet the interest, sinking fund 
requirement and expenses aforesaid for each year, and deficiency, if any, 
shall be estimated by the treasurer of the Commonwealth in accordance 
with the proportion determined as aforesaid, and shall be included in and 
made a part of the sum charged to such city or town, and be assessed 
upon it in the apportionment and assessment of its annual state tax; and 
said treasurer shall in each year notify each city and town of the amount 
of such assessment, and the same shall be paid by the city or town into 
the treasury of the Commonwealth at the time required for the payment 
and as a part of its state tax. 

Sect. 13. The supreme judicial court shall have jurisdiction in equity 
to enforce the provisions of this act, and shall fix and determine the com- 
pensation of all commissioners appointed by said court under the provis- 
ions hereof. 

Skct. 14. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved June 3, 1893. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the City Council: 

In accordance with the provisions of the Park Act of 18S3, 
the Park Commissioners herewith submit a statement of the acts 
and doings and the receipts and expenditures of the Board for 
the past year. 

Three parcels of land have been purchased on Lynnfield street, 
near the entrance to Lynn Woods. The first is a lot containing 
about three-fourths of an acre, with a frontage of one hundred 
and ten (no) feet, and is opposite the ice house. It is import- 
ant as affording a short and direct entrance to Lynn Woods, 
which it adjoins. The surface is broken by two ledges, on which 
grow cedars, barberry bushes, and sumachs, but the eastern side 
of the lot is level and gives room enough for a road, which will 
be a pictui:esque gateway, opening directly into the forest. 

The second lot, nearly opposite the first, is on the edge of 
Sluice Pond. This is a narrow strip along the roadside, and was 
purchased for the purpose of opening from the highway a view 
of the pond. 

The third lot is opposite St. Mary's Cemetery, and has a front- 
age of about eight hundred (800) feet. The land slopes from 
the road to the shore. Locust trees shade the roadside, and pines 
grow on the steep bank to the water's edge. The beauty and 
attractiveness of this thoroughfare to Lynn Woods is dependent 
on the non-occupation of the land that lies between the roadway 
and the pond. The natural conditions may be restored with little 
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loss of taxable property. Four dwelling houses, that now stand 
on a narrow margin between the road and the pond, should be 
removed. The taxable value, of this land and the buildings, is 
one thousand four hundred seventy-five dollars ($1,475.00). 

Every opportunity presented to improve the appearance of 
roadsides, used for pleasure travel, should be improved. The 
approaches to the Woods should be inviting, but it is a fact that 
the highw^ays are generally uninteresting, and given up to street 
cars. 

A few changes and extensions of present highways would give 
a route from the easterly part of the city to the Woods, free of 
electric cars except at crossings. From Lewis street, near Gold- 
fish Pond, a continuous route could be established to Meadow 
Park, thence to Flax Pond. Here, the line would turn into 
Broadway. This is wide enough to treat as a boulevard, makings 
a strip of green turfen road in the middle for the electric cars and 
on either side roads for carriages. This treatment will diminish 
the annoyances of a wide road-bed — the mud in wet weather 
and the dust in dry. 

Bacheller street, with its fine outlook over the pond could be 
put in order at small cost, and made a part of this new route. 
Beyond the junction of Bacheller and Lynnfield streets the road 
is so narrow that it should be widened the rest of the way to 
Great Woods road. As the land abutting on one side is public 
property, the expense of this change -would be small. 

Last year's report contained the recommendation to build a road 
on a line of the extension of Washington street, over Pine Hill, 
to Lynn Woods. A survey by the City Engineer finds the route 
practicable. The first ascent will be the steepest part of the 
road, being eight (8) feet in one hundred (100), it is not so 
steep, however, as the roads that lead to the Highlands. The 
road, as projected, proceeds for the remainder of the distance by 
Holder's Pond, by the northerly end of Breed's Pond, around the 
southerly base of Dungeon Rock, and thence to the westerly 
edge of Tomlins' Swamp to Walden Pond. 

Our citizens, believing that this undertaking will be advan- 
tageous to the whole city, have urged this Board to exercise 
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whatever power it has to secure the construction of the road 
proposed. The contributors to the Lynn Woods Citizens* Fund 
will devote the remainder of its fund, thirty-two hundred dollars 
($3,200.00), to assist in the work. 

The Engineer of the Metropolitan Park Board has proposed 
a boulevard from Lynn Woods to Middlesex Fells, on the line 
indicated for the thoroughfare through the Woods from Wash- 
ington street to Walden Pond. No doubt the town of Win- 
chester will some day be connected with Nahant Beach by a 
continuous road through the Woods for twelve miles, except 
the last mile on Washington street. 

A reservation as extensiye as Lynn Woods, is sufficient for 
the people ten miles around, and, therefore, should be freely 
offered to neighboring towns and cities, and every facility of 
access that Lynn can afford should be given our less fortunate 
neighbors. 

The highways from Chelsea, Wakefield, Lynnfield, Peabody, 
Salem, Marblehead, and Swampscott by some plan of co-opera- 
tion with Lynn, should be put in good condition for travel. 

The town of Peabody has a bequest for public parks that 
becomes available when the town appropriates a like sum. 
The suggestion is offered that the town should lay out a park- 
way from Peabody through Village Pasture to Lynn Woods. 
The plan could include the taking of Bartholomew's Pond and 
enough of its border to embrace the grove of pines and high 
ledges that surround it. This park-way would be a road laid 
out thirty (30) feet for travel, with a forest border on either 
side of fifty (50) feet, expanding in width at places where spots 
of sylvan beauty and commanding views can be obtained. A 
thousand (1,000) feet of this park-way would be in Lynn, ter- 
minating on Lynnfield street, near the Gread Woods road. 

No men have been employed in forestry work the past year. 
The park keepers have opened new paths, and old-time roads have 
been cleared. These walks wind on hillsides, through valleys, and 
generally lead to the largest growth in our woods. In fact, the 
oldest and best trees of the forest are seen on a ramble off the 
beaten track, so that a visitor, who omits the by-paths, fails to 
8CC the finest feature of Lynn Woods. 
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MEADOW PARK. 



While the present business depression lasts, it is doubtful if 
the City Council will make an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of Meadow Park. 

The public has this satisfaction, that it possesses thirty (30) 
acres of open space near the center of one of the most popu- 
lous and growing wards of the city, that is bound to be, at no 
distant day, a fine recreation ground. 

Under the hand of a landscape architect, charming effects 
with trees, shrubs, and water-ways, such as Boston has in its 
Back Bay fens, may be produced. The moist condition of a 
larger part of the meadow favors such treatment. The high 
land on the northern side ma.y be reserved for a play-ground. 

ox PASTURE. 

The assistance of this Board has been continued in aiding the 
Water Board to purchase the Ox Pasture wood-land that lies on 
the watershed of VV^alden Pond. The larger part has been 
secured. 

The dry season just passed has menaced our forest with fires. 
Fortunatelv, the fires in the reservation were discovered and 
extinguished before spreading far, but in Ox Pasture, fifty (50) 
acres were burnt over, and many young trees were destroyed. 
A recurrence of these fires is inevitable. Their destructiveness 
may, however, be limited by clearing the ground of fallen trees 
and dead wood. 

TRACY TOWER. 

The wish is often expressed that a memorial should be erected 
in Lynn Woods, to perpetuate the memory and sei*vices of the 
late Cyrus M. Tracy, who is justly esteemed the leader of the 
movement that has given to Lynn its public forest. It has been 
suggested that the funds remaining in the treasury of the Trus- 
tees of the Free Public Forest be appropriated for this purpose. 
As the fund is insufficient to pay the cost of anything that will 
fitly commemorate the pioneer work of Mr. Tracy, it is also 
suggested that our citizens be given an opportunity to contribute a 
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sum, which, added to the amount in the hands of Trustees, will 
insure the erection of a tower on Mt. Gilead, to be called .Tracy 
Tower. It should be of sufficient height to command a view 
not only of the entire reservation, but also of the sea horizon 
and distant mountains. Lynn has erected no monuments to its 
benefactors. This simple and fitting memorial of the public 
usefulness of Cyrus M. Tracy has the approval of this Board. 

OCEAN SIDE. 

During the year, the open space purchased with means fur- 
nished by the City Council and by many citizens, has been filled 
to nearly a proper level, and a sea wall has been erected on the 
!Nahant street end, to prevent the encroachments of the sea. 
Undesirable as a wall on a beach seems to be, this treatment is 
the only one to save the upland from being undermined and 
covered with stones and sand. The strip of upland is too 
narrow to adopt the plan of a sand ridge, such as is seen 
between the Nahant road and the beach. It is expected that a 
green turf will grow, and give a fine open field-like space 
between the highway and the beach. 

The City Council will be asked to appropriate a sum sufficient 
to finish the construction of the sea wall. The amount required 
will be about one thousand dollars ($1,000.00). The road 
from Nahant street to Washington street — the northerly bound- 
ary of Ocean Side — needs to be put in good order. The land 
required for this road was given by owners of abutting property, 
and the expense of its construction was/def rayed by citizens of 
Nahant and others. The street is now an accepted highway, 
and as such is entitled to proper care. It is now the chief 
thoroughfare of summer travel to Nahant. A decent regard for 
the opinions of our neighbors would no longer tolerate it in its 
present condition. 

CONCLUSION. 

The outstanding claims for land have all been satisfied, except 
in two or three cases where owners have not appeared. This 
amount is very small. The appropriation for maintenance was 



8 REPORT OF THE 

insufficient to attempt any work in forestry. The expenses have 
been for purchase of land on Lynnfield street, as before noted, 
for repairs of roads, and for services of Park police. The last item 
includes the employment of one man who lives on the resen-a- 
tion all the year, and of another who is on duty from early 
spring till late in the autumn. 

Of course, the comment is not needed that a proper care of 
our large reservation cannot be maintained on so small an appro- 
priation as that of last year. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance from 1893 $i»353 ^3 

Sale of wood 31-60 

Appropriation 3»500 00 

Loan (temporary) 800 00 

Extra appropriation 278 75 

EXPENSES. 

Meadow Park, 

Land, execution $1,918 01 

Witness fees and court expenses . . . 263 60 

Land claim, title examination . . . . , 55 00 



Lynn Woods, 

Land 

Labor and material for road repairing 
Hardware and tools 
Printing, postage and stationery 
Commissioners* expenses 

Park police 

Telephone construction 



$1,806 


25 


241 


%o 


8358 


III 


89 


51 


30 


1,314 40 


118 


35 



$5*963 98 



$2,236 61 



3»727 37 
$5*963 98 



Appended to this report is a statement of the entire cost of 
public open spaces acquired in Lynn since 1S89 which embraces 
all our reservations, except the Common and a few small areas 
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at Street junctions. It often happens that hinds purchased for 
public uses has to be paid for at prices much above their value. 
The Commissioners are glad to state that in the purchase of our 
reservations, land owners met the commissioners with a generous 
spirit. A favorable public sentiment assisted very much in the 
achievement of the satisfactory results, wiiich are shown in the 
tables which follow. 

Submitted as the report of Park Commission, 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Lynn, Dec. 31, 1894. Chairman. 
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APPENDIX. 



PHILIP A. CHASE, TREASURER OCEAN SIDE FUND. 



Dr, 



Balance from last year 



$525 00 



Cr, 



H. S. Tuttle, building sea wall 
I. K. Harris, engineer's service 
J. B. & W. A. Lamper, cement 
P. Martin & Son, team 
Labor . . . . . 

Balance to new account 



$407 00 




15 00 




II 00 




II 10 




31 62 




49 28 






$525 00 



PHILIP A. CHASE, TREASURER LYNN WOODS FUND. 

Dr, 

Balance from last year $3»i54 70 

Interest 75 00 



$3,229 70 



Cr. 



Balance to new account 



$3,229 70 



STATEMENT OF SUMS EXPENDED FOR PUBLIC RESERVATIONS SINCE THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE PARK ACT— SIX YEARS — 1 889- 1 894. 



Lynn Woods* 



Land .... 

Surveying and legal expenses 
Roads and road repairing 
Park Police 



$45 » 105 57 

3^078 47 

17,718 44 

4,131 80 



Meadoiv Park. 



Land .... 

Surveying and legal expenses 



i»302 16 
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Ocean Side. 

Land $20,ocx> oo 

Sea wall construction and filling 550 72 

Value of land gifts to Lynn Woods 10,000 00 

Money contributed by citizens for Lynn Woods . . 21,845 00 

Money contributed by citizens for Ocean Side . . . 8,600 00 

Unexpended of Lynn Woods fund 3*229 70 

Unexpended of Ocean Side 49 28 



SUMMARY. 



"Total amount expended for Park purposes, derived 

from loans $78,000 00 



Annual appropriations of City Council 
•Citizens* fund, Lynn Woods 
"Citizens' fund, Ocean Side 
Total expenditure to date 



16,765 10 

18,615 30 

8,550 72 



$121,931 12 



PUBLIC PARK LOAN. 



Issued Dec. 4, 1889, (coupons) 

Due July i, 1919. 
Issued Dec. 4, 1889, (reg.) 

Due Dec. i, 1919- 
Issued Sept. 10, 1890, 

Due April i, 1920. 
Issued Dec. 31, 1890, 

Due Oct. I, 1920 
Issued Feb. 3, 1892, 

Due Oct. I, 1902. 
Issued June 12, 1893, 

Due Jan. i, 1903. 



$30,000 00 

6,000 00 

20,000 00 

5,000 00 

12,000 00 

5,000 00 



$78,000 00 



Number of acres acquired by Park Commission in Lynn Woods 

Numberof acres acquired by the Water Board . . . . 

Number of acres in Ox Pasture purchased or being purchased 

by the Water Board 



Total of Lynn Woods 



Meadow Park 
Ocean Side 



ROADS. 



Roads built by Park Commission 
Roads built bv Water Board 



Acrea. 
1,200 

400 

400 
2,000 

3oi 
3i 

Miles. 

4 
4 
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ANNUAL REPORT 



To the City Council: 

The Park Commissioners herewith submit their annual finan- 
cial statement and a report of their acts and doings for the fiscal 
year ending Dec. 20, 1895 : 

Financial Statement. 
Appropriation $3*500 00 

BXPENDITURBS. 
OCBANSIDE. 

Sea wall $11230 80 

Material for filling 660 35 

Labor 152 99 

Grass seed 7 50 

$2,051 64 

LYNN WOODS. 

Land . . ' $200 00 

Park police it050 00 

Labor 20 00 

Teaming 16 co 

Signs, kejTB, etc. 11 25 

Hardware and tools 18 17 

Lumber 41 85 

1.357 27 

MISCELLANROUS. 

Clerical work $32 50 

Printing 31 75 

Book binding, annual report .... 10 50 

Postage 4 00 

Typewriting and publications .... 6 40 

8 5 15 

$3,494 06 
Balance to new account 5 94 

$3,500 00 
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Oceanside to King's Beach. 

Every year the larger part of the annual appropriation has 
been expended for land and construction, that is, for things 
usually provided for by loan or by special appropriation. This 
year over $2,000 has been spent in this w^ay at Oceanside. A 
sea-wall has been built here, and the area graded and laid down 
to grass. The wall will prove an effective barrier to the en- 
croachments of the sea, and thus justify so artificial a construction 
on the beach. A more natural effect has been produced, how- 
ever, by the heaps of sand and stone swept against it in recent 
storms. Along the side of this sea wall an asphalt walk about 
fifteen feet wide will be laid out. Here, numerous benches to sit 
upon, and not to lie upon, will be provided, and an officer will 
be kept on duty during the summer season. The place will be 
kept as a proper sea-shore resort for women and children. There 
is great need of a clock tower at Oceanside. In the same con- 
struction there might well be a sanitary convenience for women 
and children. Such a building is so important that the City 
Council will be urged to make a special appropriation to defray 
its cost. 

In several places between Oceanside and Red Rock the bulk- 
heads protecting the bank have been destroyed by heavy storms, 
and have caused considerable loss to the owners of the abut- 
ting land. In previous reports it has been urged that if the 
city would build a sea-wall, the owners of these estates could well 
afford to give a strip of land for a public walk. No action has 
followed the repeated suggestions, however. Private owners are 
not interested to make such a path over their property, and the 
City Council takes no step to give its citizens the enjoyment of 
the finest sea-shore walk in New England. 

With no purpose to discuss a matter which has no place in 
this report, it yet seems proper to remark that our city may 
receive ah increase of growth and importance if its manifest 
advantages are not neglected. For Lynn, besides being a city of 
prosperous and diversified industries, that maintain a population 
of 65,000, may put in a claim to be the finest suburban residence 
within ten miles of the State House. Its railroad communication 
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with Boston is quicker and more frequent than that of any other 
city in the Metropolitan district. The shore scenery and incom- 
parable woods of Lynn, its climate, favorable to both summer 
and winter residence, should attract thousands that have business 
or employment in Boston, yet desire a home outside of the large 
city. 

An example of neglect of one of Lynn's chief charms, its 
ocean drive, might be cited. One who passes the gateway be- 
tween Lynn and Swampscott, turning his eyes oceanward, sees 
the waves breaking on the sandy beach, and the beautiful bay 
beyond ; if his eyes turn inland, disenchantment follows. The 
continuous beauty of this landscape could be effected. King's 
beach is now a public holding, and will soon be cleared of the 
buildings that stand along the roadside. It remains for the town 
of Swampscott and the city of Lynn to take for public use the 
unsightly and unhealthy meadow, where the street car stable 
stands, opposite King's beach, and near the town line, and to 
convert it into either a playground, which would require con- 
siderable filling, or into a pond. The latter plan would be the 
least expensive. The treatment proposed would be to excavate 
the meadow to such a depth as would admit the sea-water at 
high tide, by a canal. The material taken out could be used to 
bank the pond. In winter the salt water could be excluded, and 
water from the brook be substituted. The summer use would be 
for boating and for all those sports that young people enjoy 
wherever a pond is accessible. The improvement proposed 
wouW be of more advantage to Swampscott than to Lynn, but 
both should unite to bring about a change. 

Meadow Park. 

The development of the park has scarcely begun, for no 
appropriations for its improvement have been made. Conse- 
quently, the slow filling with such material as the Board of Health 
can supply, or such as may be purchased at the cost of hauling, 
will be the only outlay that the general appropriation will permit. 

When a special appropriation is obtained, the first work to be 
done is the construction of boundary roads. The new park road 
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along the meadow supplies the most important link in a chain of 
streets leading from Ocean street to Lynn Woods. These streets, 
when connected, would give a thoroughfare from the easterly- 
part of the city to Lynn Woods free from electric cars. The 
map g^ven in this report indicates how little land would have to 
be taken to carry out the scheme. Only 60,000 square feet, 
which have a taxable value of $6,000, including two buildings, 
will be required from private owners. The construction of the 
proposed extensions would make building lots of rear land that 
has yet had little value. Moreover, the community would hail 
with approbation one thoroughfare to the Woods that would be 
kept in good order and be unobstructed by street-car rails. The 
suggestion is that about one mile of this road, from Collins street 
to Flax pond, be built by the Park Commissioners, under the 
Boulevard act. 

Lynn Woods. . 

The park keepers, with a little extra help, have kept the roads 
in good condition, and the paths clear of obstructing growth. 
The work of gathering and burning the fallen wood continues, 
and some progress has been made in removing inferior trees, 
where they hindered the development of more perfect and 
desirable ones. We observe that the seedling pines are springing 
up where the oaks once stood. Consequently, if fires can be 
escaped for a few years, the sprout growth, by frequent use of the 
axe, will soon be succeeded by the growing pines. To assist the 
park keepers in getting early notice of fires, a watch tower, 
thirty-two feet high, has been erected on Burrill hill. From its 
top, not only the entire reservation is seen, but also a fine view is 
obtained, at the south, of the bay and coast line, at the north a 
forest, extending apparently unbroken, except by two or three 
villages, to hills in New Hampshire. 

It appears from this experiment in tower building that the 
proposed Tracy tower will be a great success. It will be located 
on Mount Gilead, and can be easily reached by visitors in car- 
riage or on foot. For this memorial tower stone or iron seems 
the only suitable material. As the estimated cost of this con- 
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struction ($2,000) will probably exceed the means that its 
promoters can command, there seems to be no alternative by 
which to secure the needed amount but to wait for prosperous 
times and for an earnest effort by the friends of Cyrus M. Tracy. 
To encourage the visitor to proceed to places remote from the 
street-car station there is need of special attractions in the woods. 
A restaurant in the middle distance, open at least during the 
summer season, would be enjoyed as a place for rest and refresh- 
ments. Signboards have already been put up at side paths, to 
direct those wishing to explore, to the most interesting scenery. 

The contributors to the Lynn Woods fund decided to use the 
sum unexpended in the construction of a road from Walnut 
street, via Park avenue, to Walden Pond. A part of this road 
was built by the unemployed in the winter of 1893-4. Joining 
this road, about midway of its length, a cross road from Dungeon 
Rock is also under construction. This will connect the middle 
section of the woods with the western, and make another north 
and south route through the reservation. By this route the hills 
w^ill be found less steep than by the Dungeon Rock road, and 
without sharp turns. The road, near Walden Pond, passes 
through Penny Brook glen. The natural beauty of this spot, 
however, will be unmarred by the construction. For the inten- 
tion is to widen the present woods road through the glen by 
simply removing two or three trees, and the surface, where this 
widening is necessary, will be but slightly disturbed. 

Pine Hill. 

Pine Hill, where the water tank has lately been built, is so near 
the centre of population that it is frequently visited. The view 
from the summit, 210 feet high, is fine. To make Pine Hill 
more accessible by carriage, the Reservoir road should be ex- 
tended as far as the water tank, and there joined by a circuit road 
about the summit. This road could be easily constructed by 
building a retaining wall on the outward side of the hill. 

The late James R. Newhall, the historian of Lynn, made a 
provision in his will that Saddler's Rock should be a gift by 
him to the people of Lynn. An extension of the proposed road 
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on Pine Hill to Saddler's Rock could be made, and the gift of 
Mr. Newhall come into immediate possession of the public. 
There is a manifest impropriety in accepting a gift and neglect- 
ing to supply means for its enjoyment. If the Water Board will 
cooperate with the Board of Commissioners, with a moderate 
expenditure, the fine gift oi Saddler's Rock can become available. 

High Rock. 

Surprise is often expressed that while Lynn Woods, Meado'w 
Park and Oceanside have been acquired, there has been no 
earnest movement to secure High Rock. Here is an eminence 
within ten minutes' walk of the City Hall, from which one may 
get a panoramic view of the whole city. In the Old World a 
point of view like High Rock gives the place a distinction that 
travellers journey far to see. The shore and bay in front, and 
behind, the forest and the rugged hills, softened in their outline 
against the sky, always charm the visitor who climbs to the sum- 
mit of High Rock. 

Whenever the purchase of High Rock has been considered it 
has been found that two owners were to be dealt with, one of 
whom owns the summit, and the other, the face of the rock, and 
a small segment of its crown. While the owner of the larger 
area has been willing to sell at house lot prices, the owner of the 
smaller, or front, has never made a proposition definite enough 
for negotiation. 

By exercising the power conferred by the Park Act the com- 
missioners could take what seems necessary for a public holding 
on the rock, if the City Council would first furnish the means. 
As our citizens have not been sufHciently awakened to the value 
of High Rock to contribute towards its purchase, the zeal of its 
particular friends needs to be kindled to greater warmth. 

Playgrounds. 

This board would feel that a duty was left undischarged if it 
neglected to again call attention to the opportunities afforded in 
several places for creating playgrounds for the young people. 
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Land already in the possession of the city needs only preparation 
for this purpose. Every year as the vacant lots become built 
upon, and the pastures are enclosed, the 10,000 or more school 
children appeal in louder voices. 

Re8j>ectfully submitted as the report of the Park Commission, 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Chairman, 
Lynn, Dec. 30, 1895. 



NoTK. — The amount on hand Dec. 31, 1S95, of Lynn Woods Citizens' Fund was $2,299.16; 
expended during the year for construction of road, $i,ono. The Oceanside Fund balance 
is $49.28. 
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APPENDIX. 



PUBLIC OPEN SPACES. 

By F» Z,. Olmstead and Charles Eliot. 

[From the Enj^ineering- Ma§^azioe.] 

The aggregation of men in great cities practically necessitates 
the common or public ownership, or control, of streets, sewers, 
water pipes, and pleasure-grounds. Municipal pleasure-grounds 
comprise all such public open spaces as are acquired and arranged 
for the purpose of providing favorable opportunities for healthful 
recreation in the open air. As there are many modes and means 
of open-air recreation, so there are many kinds of public pleasure- 
grounds. The formal promenade or plaza is perhaps the simplest 
type. Broad gravel-ways well shaded by trees afford pleasant 
out-of-door halls where crowds may mingle in an easy social life, 
the value of which is better understood in Southern Europe and 
in Spanish America than in the United States. Agreeable and 
numerous open-air nurseries and playgrounds for small children 
present a more complex, but perhaps more necessary, type of 
public ground. Very few public open spaces suitably arranged 
for this special purpose are to be found in American cities, and 
yet it goes without saying that every crowded neighborhood 
ought to be provided with a place removed from the paved streets, 
in which mothers, babies, and small children may find oppor- 
tunity to rest and sleep and play in the open air. Playgrounds 
for youths are needed, but these may be further removed from 
the crowded parts of towns. Public open-air gymnasia have 
proved valuable in Europe and in Boston. Public flower-gardens 
are sometimes provided, but these are luxuries, and ought to be 
opened at the public expense only after the more essential kinds 
of public grounds have been secured. Promenades, gardens, 
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concert-grounds, out-door halls, nurseries, playgrounds, g^ymnasia, 
and gardens may, of course, be combined one with another, as 
opportunity offers. To properly fulfil their several functions, 
none of them need take out more than a small space from the 
income- producing area of a town. 

There remains another less obvious, but very valuable, source 
of refreshment for townspeople, which only considerable areas 
of open space can supply. The well-to-do people of all large 
towns seek in travel the recreation which comes from change of 
scene and contemplation of scenery. For those who cannot 
travel, free admission to the best scenery of their neighborhood 
is desirable. It is, indeed, necessary, if life is to be more than 
the meat. Cities are now grown so great that hours are con- 
sumed in gaining the " country," and, whenthe fields are reached, 
entrance is forbidden. Accordingly it becomes necessary to 
acquire, for the free use and enjoyment of all, such neighboring 
fields, woods, pond-sides, river-banks, valleys, or hills as may 
present, or may be made to present, fine scenery of one type or 
another. This providing of scenery calls for the separation of 
large bodies of land from the financially productive area of a 
town, county, or district ; and, conversely, such setting apart of 
large areas is justifiable only when "scenery" is secured or made 
obtainable thereby. 

Having thus made note of the main purposes of public pleasure- 
grounds, we pass now to consider (i) Government ; (2) Sites and 
Boundaries ; (3) General Plans or Designs ; and (4) Construction. 

Park Government. 

The providing and n^anaging of reservations of scenery is the 
highest iunction and most difficult task of the commissioners or 
directors of park works. Public squares, gardens, playgrounds, 
and promenades may be well or badly constructed, but no ques- 
tions are likely to arise in connection therewith which are beyond 
the comprehension of the ordinary man of affairs. If scenic 
parks, on the other hand, are to be well placed, well bounded, 
well arranged, and, above all, well preserved, the directors of 
the work need to be more than ordinary men. Real-estate 
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dealers must necessarily be excluded from the management. 
Politicians, also, if the work is to run smoothly. The work is 
not purely executive, like the work of directing sewer-construction 
or street cleaning, which may best be done by single responsible 
chiefs. The direction of park works may probably best rest 
with a small body of cultivated men, public-spirited enough to 
serve without pay, who should regard themselves and be regarded 
as a board of trustees, and who, as such, should make it their first 
duty to hand down unharmed from one generation to the next 
the treasure of scenery which the city has placed in their care. 
Public libraries and public art museums are created and managed 
by boards of trustees. For similar reasons public parks should 
be similarly governed. 

A landscape park requires, more than most works of men, con- 
tinuity of management. Its perfecting is a slow process. Its 
directors must thoroughly apprehend the fact that the beauty of 
its landscape is all that justifies the existence of a large public 
open space in the midst, or even on the immediate borders, of a 
town ; and they must see to it that each newly-appointed member 
of the governing body shall be grounded in this truth. Holding 
to the supreme value of fine scenery, they will take pains to 
subordinate every necessary construction, and to perfect the 
essence of the park, which is its landscape, before elaborating 
details or accessories, such as sculptured gates or gilded fountains, 
however appropriately or beautifully they may be designed. As 
trustees of park scenery, they will be especially watchful to pre- 
vent injury thereto from the intrusion of incongruous or obtrusive 
structures, statues, gardens (whether floral, botanic, or zoologic), 
speedways, or any other instruments of special modes of recrea- 
tion, however desirable such may be in their proper place. If 
men can be found to thus serve cities as trustees of scenic or 
rural parks, they will assuredly be entirely competent to serve at 
the same time as providers and guardians of those smaller and 
more numerous urban spaces in which every means of recreation, 
excepting scenery, may best be provided. 
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Park Sites and Boundaries. 

• 

It is much to be desired that newly-created park commissions 
should be provided at the beginning, by loan or otherwise, with 
a supply of money sufficient to meet the cost of all probably 
desirable lands. Purchases or seizures of land should be made 
as nearly contemporaneously as possible, before making any 
purchases, ample time should, however, be taken for investiga- 
tion, which should be directed both to the study of the scenery 
of the district in question and to a comparison of land val- 
ues. The first problem usually is to choose from the lands 
sufficiently vacant or cheap to be considered ( i ) those reasonably 
accessible and moderately large tracts which are capable of pre- 
senting agreeable secluded scenery, and (2) those easily accessi- 
ble or intervening small tracts which may most cheaply be 
adapted to serve as local playgrounds or the like. A visit and 
report from a professional park-designer will prove valuable, 
even at this earliest stage of operations. Grounds of the local 
playground class may safely be selected in accordance with con- 
siderations of cheapness and a reasonably equitable distribution, 
but the wise selection of even small landscape parks requires 
much careful study. It is desirable that a city's parks of this 
class should present scenery of different types. It is desirable 
that the boundaries of each should be so placed as to include all 
essential elements of the local scenery and to produce the utmost 
possible seclusion and sense of indefinite extent, as well as to 
make it possible to build boundary roads or streets upon good 
lines and fair grades. Public grounds of every class are best 
bounded by streets ; otherwise, there is no means of insuring the 
desirable fronting of buildings towards the public domain. In 
spite of a common popular prejudice to the contrary, it will gen- 
erally be found that concave, rather than convex, portions of the 
earth's surface are to be preferred for park-sites. If the courses 
of brooks, streams, or rivers can be included in parks, or in 
strips of public land connecting park with park or park with 
town, several advantages will be secured at one stroke. The 
natural surface-drainage channels will be retained under public 
control where they belong ; they will be surely defended from 
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pollution ; their banks will offer agreeable public promenades ; 
while the adjacent boundary roads, one on either hand, will fur- 
nish the contiguous building land with an attractive frontage. 
Where such stream-including strips are broad enough to permit 
the opening of a distinctively pleasure drive entirely separate 
from the boundary roads, the ground should be classed as a park. 
Where the boundary roads are the only roads, the whole strip is 
properly called a parkway ; and this name is retained even when 
the space between the boundary roads is reduced to lowest terms 
and becomes nothing more than a shaded green ribbon, devoted 
perhaps to the separate use of the otherwise dangerous electric 
cars. In other words, parkways, like parks, may be absolutely 
formal or strikingly picturesque, according to circumstances. 
Both will generally be formal when they occupy confined urban 
spaces bounded by dominating buildings. Both will generally 
become picturesque as soon as, or wherever, opportunity offers. 
After adequate squares and playgrounds, two or three local 
landscape parks, and the most necessary connecting parkways 
shall have been provided, it may next be advisable to secure one 
or more large parks, or even one or more reservations of remoter 
and wilder lands. In a city of five hundred thousand inhabitants 
a park of fi\e hundred acres, however judiciously located, is soon 
so much frequented as necessarily to lose much of its rurality ; in 
other words, much of its special power to refresh and charm. 
The necessarily broad roads, the numerous footways, the swarms 
of carriages and people, all call to mind the town, and in a 
measure offset the good effect of the park scenery. It is then 
that it becomes advisable to go still further afield, in order to 
acquire and hold in reserve additional domains of scenery, such 
as Boston has lately acquired in the Blue Hills and the Middlesex 
Fells. In selecting such domains, however, no new principles 
come into play. As in selecting sites for parks, so here it is 
always to be borne in mind that provision and preservation of 
scenery is the purpose held in view, and that demarcation of 
acquired lands is to be determined accordingly. 
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Park Plans or Designs. 

To '' plan" something means to devise ways of effecting some 
particular purpose. It has not always been thought necessary to 
" plan "'the various kinds of pleasure-grounds. With no con- 
sistent end or purpose in mind, the members of some park com- 
missions attempt to direct from day to day and from year to year 
such ''improvements" as they may from time to time decide 
upon. That the results of this method of procedure are con- 
fused, inadequate, and unimpressive is not to be wondered at. 

In order to be able to devise a consistent plan, such as may be 
followed during a long period of years with surety that the result 
will be both useful and beautiful, it is necessary, in the first 
place, to define as accurately as possible the ends or purposes to 
be achieved. As already remarked, these ends or purposes are 
as numerous as are the various modes of recreation in the open 
air. Thus a small tract of harbor-side land at the North End of 
Boston has been acquired by the park commission, in order to 
supply the inhabitants of a poor and crowded quarter with a 
pleasant resting-place overlooking the water, and with oppor- 
tunities for boating and bathing. Accordingly, the plan provides 
a formal elevated^stone terrace, connecting by a bridge spanning 
an intervening traffic-street with a double decked pleasure-pier, 
which in turn forms a breakwater enclosing a little port, the 
shore of which will be a bathing beach. In the adjacent city of 
Cambridge a rectangular, level, and street-bounded open space 
has been ordered to be arranged to serve as a general meeting- 
place or promenade, a concert-ground, a boys' playground, and 
an out-door nursery. Accordingly, the adopted plan suggests a 
centrally-placed building which will serve as a shelter from 
showers and as a house of public convenience, in which the boys 
will find lockers and the babies a room of their own, from which 
also the head keeper of the ground shall be able to command the 
whole scene. South of the house a broad, but shaded, gravel 
space will provide room for such crowds as may gather when 
the band plays on a platform attached to the veranda of the 
building. Beyond this concert-ground is placed the ball-field, 
which, because of the impossibility of maintaining good turf, 
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will be of fine gravel firmly compacted. Surrounding the ball- 
ground and the whole public domain is a broad, formal, and 
shaded mall. At one end of the central building is found room 
for a shrub-surrounded playground and sand-court for babies and 
small children. At the other end of the house is a similarly 
secluded out-door gymnasium for girls. Lastly, between the 
administration house and the northern mall and street, there will 
be found an open lawn, shut off from the malls by banks of 
shrubbery and surrounded by a path with seats where mothers, 
nurses, and the public generally may find a pleasant resting-place. 
Plans for those larger public domains in which scenery is the 
main object of pursuit need to be devised with similarly strict 
attention to the loftier purpose in view. The type of scenery to 
be preserved or created ought to be that which is developed 
naturally from the local circumstances of each case. Rocky or 
steep slopes suggest tangled thickets or forests. Smooth hollows 
of good soil hint at open or "park-like" scenery. Swamps and 
an abundant water-supply suggest ponds, pools, or lagoons. If 
distant views of regions outside the park are likely to be perma- 
nently attractive, the beauty thereof may be enhanced by supply- 
ing stronger foregrounds ; and, conversely, all ugly or town-like 
surroundings ought, if possible, to be '* planted out." The paths 
and roads of landscape parks are to be regarded simply as 
instruments by which the scenery is made accessible and enjoy- 
able. They may not be needed at first, but, when the people 
visiting a park become so numerous that the trampling of their 
feet destroys the beauty of the ground cover, it becomes necessary 
to confine them to the use of chosen lines and spots. These 
lines ought obviously to be determined with careful reference to 
the most advantagious exhibition of the available scenery. The 
scenery also should be developed with reference to the views 
thereof to be obtained from these lines. This point may be 
illustrated by assuming the simplest possible case, — namely, that 
of a landscape park to be created upon a parallelogram of level 
prairie. To conceal the formality of the boundaries, as well as 
to shut out the view of surrounding buildings, an informal 
*' border plantation" will be required. Within this irregular 
frame or screen the broader the unbroken meadow or field may 
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be, the more restful and impressive will be the landscape. To 
obtain the broadest and finest views of this central meadow, as 
well as to avoid shattering its unity, roads and paths should 
obviously be placed near the edges of the framing woods. In the 
typical case a "circuit road" results. It .is wholly impossible to 
frame rules for the planning of rural parks ; local circumstances 
ought to guide and govern the designer in every case ; but it may 
be remarked that there are few situations in which the principle 
of unity will not call for something, at least, of the ''border 
plantation" and something of the "circuit road." 

Within large rural parks economy sometimes demands that 
provision should be made for some of those modes of recreation 
which small spaces are capable of supplying. Special play- 
grounds for children, ball or tennis grounds, even formal arrange- 
ments such as are most suitable for concert-grounds and decora- 
tive gardens, may each and all find place within the rural park, 
provided they are so devised as not to conflict with or detract 
from the breadth and quietness of the general landscape. If 
boating can be provided, a suitable boating-house will be desir- 
able ; the same house will serve for the use of skaters in winter. 
In small parks economy of administration demands that one 
building should serve all purposes and supply accommodations 
for boating parties, skaters, tennis-players, ball-players, and all 
other visitors, as well as administrative offices. In large parks 
separate buildings ser\''ing as restaurants, boat-houses, bathing-^ 
houses, and the like may be allowable. It is qiost important,, 
however, to remember that these buildings, like the roads and 
paths, are only subsidiary, though necessary, adjuncts to the park 
scenery ; and, consequently, that they should not be placed or 
designed so as to be obtrusive or conspicuous. Large public 
buildings, such as museums, concert halls, schools, and the like,, 
may best find place in town streets or squares. They may wisely 
perhaps be placed near, or facing upon, the park, but to place 
them within it is simply to defeat the highest service which the 
park can render the community. Large and conspicuous build- 
ings, as well as statutes and other monuments, are completely 
subversive oE that rural quality of landscape the presentation and 
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preservation of which is the one justifying purpose of the under- 
taking by a town of a large public park. 

Park Construction. 

That the man who thinks out the general plan of a park ought 
to have daily supervision of the working-out of that plan is un- 
doubtedly theoretically true. It is impossible to represent in 
drawings all the nice details of good work in grading and plant- 
ing, and yet no work is more dependent for its effect upon finish- 
ing touches. 

On the other hand, however desirable the constant oversight of 
the landscape architect may be, it is impracticable under modem 
conditions. The education of a designer of parks consumes so 
much time, strength, and money that no existing American park 
commission, unless it be that of New York, can as yet afford to 
engage the whole time of a competent man. Consequently, it is 
the usual practice for the landscape architect to present his 
design in the form of a drawing or drawings, and to supplement 
the drawings by occasional visits for conference with those in 
immediate charge, by descriptive reports, and by correspond- 
ence. 

The prime requisite in the resident superintendent of park 
work is efficiency. Naturally enough, most of the superintend- 
ents of parks in the United States have been trained either as 
horticulturists or as engineers, but it is not necessary or even 
desirable that such should be the case. Probably the best results 
will be achieved by men who, possessing the organizing faculty 
and a realizing sense of the importance of their work, shall, 
with the assistance of an engineer and a plantsman, labor to 
execute faithfully designs which they thoroughly understand and 
approve. 

Most men of specialized training, such. as architects, engineers, 
and all grades of horticulturists, stand in need of an awakening 
before they are really competent to have to do with park work. 
Each has to learn that his building, his bridge or road, his tree 
or flower, which he has been accustomed to think of as an end in 
itself, is, in the park, only a means auxiliary and contributive to 
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a larger end, — namely, the general landscape. It is hard for 
most gardeners to forego the use of the plants which, however 
lovely or marvellous they may be as individuals, are only blots in 
landscape. It is hard for most engineers to conform their ideas 
of straightforward construction to a due regard for appearance 
and the preservation of the charm of scenery. Neatness of finish 
in slopes adjacent to roads is not sufficient ; such slopes must be 
contrived so as to avoid formality and all likeness to railroad cuts 
or fills. Road lines and grades which may be practicable in the 
ordinary world are to be avoided in the park, because the pleasure 
of the visitor is the one object held in view. Roads, walls, 
bridges, water-supply, drainage, and grading, — such of these 
works as may be necessary are to be executed with all technical 
skill, as in the outer world ; but the engineer in charge should be 
a man w*ho will see to it that the work is done with constant 
regard to the object of a park as distinguished from the object of 
a city street or square or railroad. 

Similarly, the park planter should be a man capable of holding 
fast to the idea that the value of a rural park consists in landscape, 
and not in gardening or the exhibition of specimen plants. 
Guided by this idea, he will avoid such absurd traces of formality 
as the too common practice of planting trees in rows beside 
curving driveways. In' devising necessary plantations he will 
give preference to native plants, without avoiding exotics of kinds 
which blend easily. Thus, where a banana would be out of 
place, the equally foreign barberry, privet, or buckthorn may be 
admissible and useful. Influenced by the same principle, he will 
confine flower-gardening to the secluded garden, for which space 
may perhaps be found in some corner of the park. 

If men can be found who will thus cooperate with park com- 
missioners, to the end that the lands and landscapes which the 
latter hold in trust shall be cared for and made available in strict 
accordance with that tiiist, excellent results can be hoped for in 
American parks. As before remarked, men who are capable of 
such work may certainly be trusted to construct and manage town 
spaces — squares, playgrounds, and the like — with due regard to 
their special purposes and to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 



To the City Council: 

The Park Commission respectfully make the following report 
for the fiscal year ending; December 20, 1896 : 

Financial Statement- 
Appropriation $4,000 00 

Receipts, sale of wood 38 75 

$4^038 75 

EXPENDITURES. 
LYNN WOODS. 

Park police $1,16600 

Repair of roads 595 28 

Tools, hardware, lumber, etc 105 83 

Land claim 100 00 

$1,967 " 

MEADOW PARK. 

Gravel for filling $318 45 

Lumber and hardware . 26 84 

Road construction 220 00 

Labor 17 80 

583 09 

OCBAN SIDE. 

Capstones and setting same .... $107 50 

Concrete contract 547 87 

Filling material 85 20 

Lumber and carpenter 24 43 

Labor 120 98 

88598 

Amount carried forward^ $3»436 18 



.» 
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Amount brought forward, $3t436 i8 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Postage .... 
Garden and Forest 
Carriage 

Entertainment expenses 
Engineering . 
Printing and binding . 

Balance unexpended 



$5 oo 




4 oo 




7 oo 




7 70 
80 00 




99 35 


302 05 
39962 




$4,038 75 



Lynn Woods. 

The development of the forest reservation has proceeded the 
past year as in former years. The work has continued of 
building and repairing roads, making new paths and clearing 
the old, thinning the growth and removing fallen wood in the 
most frequented parts of the forest. There have been no disas- 
trous fires in the reservation. The most serious one started 
outside of the boundary, and burned about twenty acres. The 
growth destroyed was stunted oaks, and with them hundreds of 
small seedling pines. 

Nature, undismayed by repeated disaster, has started again a 
growth of pines in the light and sparse soil on the ledges and 
among the bowlders. Time and money are wisely spent that 
prevent these springtime fires, or limit their damage. Nature is 
disposed to create bountifully, and we should be as bounteous 
in the protection of her gifts. 

The introduction of new trees may be resumed. The mag- 
nolia has already been planted in Tomlins' swamp. The 
chestnut should now be tried. It is found on the extreme 
northerly boundary of Ox pasture. Its adaptation, however, to 
the conditions of soil and exposure south of Walden pond, is 
doubtful. 

Roads. 

The road mentioned in last year's report as under construction, 
extending from Walnut street to Walden pond, has been com- 
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pleted, and is now in use. Its length is one and one-half miles, 
with a branch to Dungeon Rock road, of half a mile. The 
main road has easy grades and traverses an interesting portion of 
the forest. The temporary disfigurement of Penny Brook Glen 
will be excused by those who can appreciate the means now 
afforded of driving through the Woods on a fairly level road and 
gaining a new route, free from street car tracks, to North Saugus 
and the new Hawkes brook basin. 

Except for the expense of the work done in the winter of 
1893-4 ^y unemployed men, directed by the Associated Charities 
Bureau, the cost of this road was defrayed from the citizens' 
fund. In the completion of this undertaking, the last dollar of 
this fund has been spent. 

The truth of the adage, "What I have spent, I have saved," 
has a fine illustration in this case. The forest that the money 
helped to buy is saved forever for us and our children. And, 
moreover, the example of help by the citizen to the municipal 
body will serve for imitation and encouragement for many 
undertakings, which may need the approval and the assistance 
of the men and women of our city. 

During the late autumn, the weather was very favorable to 
making the annual repairs of roads. The whole length of roads 
in the Woods received more or less surfacing with new material, 
and were made fit for a year's use. A very little additional 
expense during the coming season will be needed to keep 
them in good condition. Much may be done to improve the 
approach roads to Lynn Woods. If Washington street cannot 
be extended to Pine Hill, making thereby the shortest and 
cleanest way to reach Dungeon Rock, the public ought not to be 
satisfied with less than a thorough repair of the present roads 
which lead to the Woods. The old road within the reservation, 
following Dungeon wall, from Lynnfield street to Breed's pond, 
could be put in tolerable condition for about two thousand 
dollars ($2,000.00). It is about a mile long, and makes the 
southern boundary of Lynn Woods. 
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Paths. 

The lovers of the Woods delight in the paths that lead to 
many bits of woodland, unapproachable by carriage roads. One 
may walk a long distance in seclusion, with companionship of 
the hemlock and pine ; or, leaving the valley, emerge upon some 
wind-swept ledge on which only the cedar, the juniper, and 
the dwarf pines may live. Our Woods enjoy a distinction in 
offering opportunity for that form of recreation that is commonly 
sought in the woods of Maine, or among the hills and valleys of 
rural New England. 

The latest path opened leads to an unfrequented part of the 
forest, the island, a hill rising out of Tomlins' swamp. On the 
summit, it is proposed to build a tower or platform, twenty feet 
high, or high enough to raise the observer above the low trees. 
From this point, the view of the swamp foliage and the hem- 
locks and pines on the ledges and hillsides of the amphitheatre, 
will add a new attraction to our Woods. 

Carriage Service. 
The public may have learned from the financial reports sub- 
mitted by this Board, that our forest domain can be protected 
and maintained at a small annual expense. It is questioned 
whether a less economical administration would not lead to a 
larger enjoyment of the Woods. The number of our people 
who make it a resort is too small. Does it show a lack of 
appreciation of the forest, or a need of better facilities for 
traversing its roads and paths? To a few who have been over 
nearly every acre, there is no necessity for guides and means 
of transportation, but to the many who have little knowledge of 
the enjoyment of the Woods, some assistance could be given. 
For instance, a carriage service during the fine days of summer 
is desirable. It would, however, not be self-supporting. It is a 
question with the Commissioners how far they would be justified 
in taking public money, to make up a deficiency of fares. 

Meadow Park. 

The Commission has made some progress in building bound- 
ary roads around Meadow Park. Ashes and material that can 
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be obtained at the cost of hauling have been used to extend 
Adams street on the southern boundary, and a road called 
Meadow road has been opened on the eastern boundary. An 
additional taking of land was made to extend Fayette street to a 
point of intersection with Adams street, and thus prolonging 
Fayette street to Goodridge street, and making Fayette street the 
western boundary road of the Park. 

Since the construction of the sewers near the eastern and 
western boundaries of the meadow the soil is less wet, yet there 
is still need of surface drainage to carry off the storm waters. 
To do this, Stacey's brook must be kept open. The filling and 
treatment of Meadow Park is a large undertaking and will 
require a large expenditure. There can be no economy in 
spending a little money every year from annual appropriations. 
The work should be done by contract and the money needed for 
it should be obtained by a loan. 

The Commission do not abandon the hope that the City 
Council will find the means to extend Fayette street from 
Meadow Park to Flax pond, thus giving a route to Lynn Woods 
that will avoid the necessity of traversing Chestnut street. As a 
road for pleasure travel. Chestnut street, with its two street car 
tracks, is execrable. The enjoyment of a jaunt to Lynn Woods 
is seriously marred by the trial of one's patience in driving over 
this dusty or muddy and rut-worn road. 

Playgrounds. 

Since the financial resources of the Commission are not 
sufficient to purchase land for playgrounds, it is proposed to lease 
for this purpose, for a short term, a field in the eastern 
part, and another in the western part of the city, till a favorable 
time comes for the establishment of playgrounds in at least three 
of our school wards. There is now an opportunity of making a 
good arrangement at a moderate annual outlay. In response to 
a general demand, several cities and large towns have already 
provided their school children with playgrounds. There is no 
reason why Lynn should be less mindful of the health and 
enjoyment of its young people than other communities with like 
conditions. 
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The cost of maintenance may be reduced by putting the 
grounds in charge of a committee on athletics, selected from the 
upper classes of the Grammar schools and from the High school. 
This plan of control would enlist greater interest in the pupils, 
and impose a responsibility that would secure good order and 
conduct from the players. Self-government may be as safely 
tried here as in the larger sphere of society. 

Ocean Side. 

The area of land between Nahant road and the beach, which 
constitutes Ocean Side, has been nearly filled to grade. The 
progress has been slow. It has been difficult to obtain the loamy 
material required for the growth of grass. The street cleanings 
on territory within a short haul have been the only available 
material. 

An asphalt walk, fifteen feet wide, on the edge of the beach 
has been laid, and a few benches for seats placed thereon. 

It is expected that the city will erect two or three arc lights 
before another summer. 

Ocean Side was acquired by the aid of gifts from several of 
our public spirited citizens. The result of their giving ought to 
be viewed by them with great satisfaction. As a shore resort, 
in connection with Nahant beach, Ocean Side is esteemed by our 
people, and especially by summer visitors, as a most delightful 
public open space. The electric cars from Lowell, Reading, 
and Wakefield bring their passengers directly to the beach. By 
a cooperation with Nahant, or the lessees of Nahant hotel, 
public bathing houses could be established on the Nahant side 
of the boundary, where the beach is wider than at Ocean Side. 
At a nominal charge, the receipts would be sufficient to pay the 
cost of care, and also the expense of other very necessary sani- 
tary adjuncts. 

We have endeavored, in the preceding pages, to set forth the 
present condition of the affairs of this Commission, and to offer 
some suggestions for future consideration. Some repetition of 
recommendations made in the past occurs, but with a purpose 
of keeping alive measures of great public interest. For instance, 



rtWiE. UE.W YORK] 



A§TOR, LENOX AND 
TILOEN FOUNDATIONS. 



PARK commissioners' REPORT 



a suitable public walk by Red Rock to Swampscott is of the 
greatest impoitance to Lynn. Every year of delay is a year of lost 
opportunity of enjoyment to our people, of as beautiful a scene 
as our New England seacoast affords. Inasmuch as its benefits 
would be lasting, the cost of securing them should be in a great 
measure defrayed by our successors. 

However desirable and important a shore park- way, the 
scheme must be postponed till the public treasury is replenished, 
or till the citizens give their assistance, in the manner in which 
Lynn Woods was secured. 

The Council is reminded that, except for the expenditure for 
Meadow Park, no money will be required for new construction. 
The usual appropriation for maintenance will be sufficient for 
such incidental construction as may be needed in Lynn Woods 
and Ocean Side. 

Respectfully submitted as the report of the Park Com- 
missioners, 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Chairman, 
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APPENDIX. 



Amount expended for public parks since the organization of 
the Park Board in 1889. 



FROM THE CITY TREASURY. 

Loans $78,000 00 

Annual appropriations . 22,678 75 

Receipts, sale of house, wood, etc. . ii395 10 

$102,073 85 

FROM citizens' CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Lynn Woods fund . $22,000 00 

Ocean Side fund $8,600 00 

Unexpended 49 38 

8,550 72 

30,550 72 

Gifts of land, valued . 10,000 00 

Total $142,624 57 



The division of this expenditure is as follows : 

Lynn Woods $90,000 00 

Meadow Park 32,000 00 

Ocean Side 20,600 00 



Area of public open space embraced in the foregoing expendi- 
tures and gifts : 

Lynn Woods 1,200 acres 

Meadow Park 30)^ acres 

Ocean Side 3)^ acres 

The entire area of public possession, known as Lynn Woods, 
including Water Board holdings, is 2,000 acres. 
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Length of roads built by the Park Commissioners and Water 
Board is eight miles. 

The Park Commission has secured by purchase, three parcels 
of land on Lynnfield street, and one by gift on Walnut street, 
for the preservation of wayside scenery, on the roads to Lynn 
Woods. 

PUBLIC PARK LOANS. 

Issued Dec. 4, 1889; due July I, 1919 $30,00000 

Issued Dec 4, 1889; due Dec. i, 1919 6,000 00 

Issued Sept. 10, 1890; due April i, 1920 20,000 00 

Issued Dec. 31, 1890; due Oct i, 1920 5iOoo 00 

Issued Feb. 3, 1892; due Oct. i, 1902 12,000 00 

Issued June 12, 1893; due Jan. i, 1903 5>ooo 00 

$78,000 00 



ROADSIDE PARKS. 

( Extract from N. S. Skater's ** American Highways " ) 

Now that the advantage of public reservations, such as parks, 
is much considered by our people, it appears desirable to 
organize such parks or commons with reference to the main 
highways. On almost any road having a length of three miles 
or more it is possible in New England at least, to select one or 
more attractive bits of ground which may be devoted to this use. 
These reservations need not be of considerable area in order to 
obtain effective results. If often occurs that a strip of land next 
a river or a lake which is skirted by the road, or a bit of pictur- 
esque rocky ground, can be obtained by gift or at a low money 
cost for the reason that the place has no agricultural value » 
Although it is desirable that these dedications to the public use 
be cared for, it is often better that they should be left in their 
simple wilderness state rather than be made the seats of elaborate 
ornamentation. A study of Massachusetts roads, which the 
writer has made with some care, indicates that a thousand 
reservations of the nature here indicated could be obtained by 
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purchase at a fair money value, at a total cost of less than one 
hundred thousand dollars, the average area being not over five 
acres. A probable total length of the roads in Massachusetts 
which are to be taken over by the Commonwealth is about two 
thousand miles. Thus the system above proposed, if com- 
pletely applied, would give park bits at average intervals of 
about two miles. 
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To the City Council: 

The Park Commissioners beg leave to submit the following 
financial statement as their report for the fiscal year ending 
December 20, 1897. 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriation $3»ooo 00 

Additional appropriation 848 82 

Sale of wood 20 00 

$3,868 82 
EXPENDITURES. 



LYNN WOODS. 

Police * . . . $1,140 00 

Labor and teams 356 40 

Tools and signs 22 80 

Lumber 40 15 

Carpenters 19 40 

Island tower 102 00 

MEADOW PARK. 

Legal services $12 50 

Engineers' services 158 50 

Land claim, execution I1O40 00 

Filling, teaming and labor 326 59 

Lumber, hardware and drain pipe . 135 79 



$1,680 75 



i»673 38 



Amount carried /orward, 



$3»354 13 
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Amount brought forvfard^ 

OCEAN SIDE. 

Teaming and material $253 00 

Stone work , 10 16 

Labor 108 50 

Seeds and tools 6 25 



$3-354 »3 



377 9" 



MISCELLANEOUS. 



Postage, printing and binding annual reports, 

typewriting, atlas, (raf^^M aif^i^0r«5/ 
Alice M. Hawkes, Secretary's assistant 



$86 78 
SO 00 



136 78 

$3,868 82 



Respectfully submitted as the report of the Park Commission- 
ers. 

PHILIP A. CHASE, 

Chairman. 
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BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS. 

(Organized September 6, 1SS9.) 



James E. Jenkins . 
Edward Randall . 
Nathan M. Hawkes 
P. B. Magrane 
Charles S. Hilton 



PRESENT board. 

Term expires May i, 1899 

May I, 1900 
May I, 1901 
May I, 1902 
May I, 1903 
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Chairman^ Nathan M. Hawkes. 
Secretary^ James E. Jenkins. 



COMMISSIONERS OF PREVIOUS YEARS. 



Aaron F. Smith 
Frank W. Jones 
Benjamin F. Spinney 
Philip A. Chase 
Charles H. Pinkham 
LixiAN Newhall . 



Term expired May i, 1891 

'' '* May I, 1894 

Resigned May 15, 1894 

Resigned March 15, 1898 

Term expired May i, 1898 

Died May 17, 1898 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC PARKS* 



Commissioners' Report for f898« 

To His Honor the j\ favor and the Citv Council of the 
City of Lynn^ Alass : 

As required by Chapter 154, Section 12 of the Acts of the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of 1882, 
entitled "An act to authorize cities and towns to lay out public 
parks within their limits," the Board of Park Commissioners of 
the City of Lynn have the honor to submit this tenth annual 
report. 



FINANOAL STATEMENT. 



Receipts. 



Appropriation 
Receipts, sale of wood 



Ezpendittifes* 

LYNN WOODS. 

Keepers $i,iio oo 

Trees 30 oo 

Signs 21 00 

Labor and road repair 679 30 

Hardware, lumber, etc. S9 23 



MEADOW PARK. 

Isaiah Graves, land execution 

Tuttle & Edgerly, teaming . 

M. P. Nickerson, services, Fenton case 

F. M. Eastman, services, Fenton case . 

Starr Parsons, expenses, Fenton case . 

Harris & Dwelley, services, Fenton case 

Labor 



OCBANSIDE. 

William Miller & Son, soil and labor . 
William D.Jones & Co., settees . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Surveying 

Clerical services 

Badges 

Balance unexpended 



$346 30 

6 CO 

25 00 

25 00 

35 00 

16 00 

242 96 



$51 


27 


48 


00 


$267 83 


25 


00 


6 


00 



$3,000 00 
24 00 

$3,024 00 



$1*929 53 



696 26 



99 27 



298 S3 
II 



$3,024 00 
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CHANGES in the membership of the board have been 
greater than in any other year since the appointment of 
the Commission. 

Mr. Philip A. Chase, who, from the first meeting, Sept. 6, 
1889, had been chairman, sent his resignation of membership to 
the Mayor early in the spring. 

Now that Mr. Chase is no longer of the board his associates 
may with propriety express the opinion that no other man in the 
city could have raised so large a sum froni the citizens for the 
purchase of the Woods, nor could any other man so well have 
held the development of the Woods upon the simple and natural 
lines so important to their true use as opposed to the *' fussy and 
impertinent " features of ordinary parks. 

On March 15th Mr. Edward Randall presented credentials of 
his appointment as a member for the unexpired term of Mr. 
Chase. 

On the same day Mr. Lucian Newhall was elected chairman 
to serve till the meeting in May. 

Mr. Newhall died May 17th. 

Mr. James E. Jenkins, at a special meeting held May 16th, 
was elected chairman pro teni. and served as such till Oct. i8th. 

On July 19th Mr. Charles S. Hilton presented credentials of 
his appointment as a member of the board for the term of five 
years from May ist, in the place of Mr. Charles H. Pinkham, 
whose term expired. 

On Oct. 1 8th Mr. P. B. Magrane presented credentials of his 
appointment as a member of the board, to fill the unexpired term 
of Mr. Lucian Newhall, deceased. 

On the last named date Nathan M. Hawkes was elected chair- 
man, and James E. Jenkins secretary, for the balance of the 
year, or till the annual meeting in May. 
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Oceanside 

has received such attention as it required. The grass has been 
cut at necessary intervals and the whole surface is now fairly 
turfed. New seats have been placed along the water front. In 
compliance with the request of the Commission two arc lights 
have been set up and are to be lighted by the city. 

Shelter pavilions and shade trees are among the improvements 
that have been discussed by the Commissioners for this popular 
resort. 

Permission was given by the Commissioners for the use of the 
grounds for the display of fireworks upon Independence Day. It 
is doubtful if anybody except the proprietor of the hotel over the 
Nahant line was pleased with the show. 

A single track and practically only one line of cars reaches the 
place and it is very awkward to attempt to move large crowds 
upon such a track. 

It has been suggested that another year Meadow Park might 
be used for fireworks. It is nearer the centre of population and 
the railroad company could handle the multitude with four lines 
of cars convenient to the grounds. 

Meadow Park. 

Until substantial appropriations are made Meadow Park must 
remain an unsatisfactory and unsightly possession. 

No specific sum of money has ever been granted by the City 
Council for the development of the meadow. 

By the aid of material furnished by the Health Department 
boundary roads have taken form. 

If the City Council had repaired its broken sewer on the west- 
ern line boundarv roads around the entire reservation would 
before now have been in fair condition. 

This department is under an obligation to pay a claim of about 
one thousand dollars for land and buildings taken to extend 
Fayette street to the intersection with the Adams street line of 
the park. The payment of this amount is dependent upon an 
appropriation by the City Council. 

Upon the promise of the Mayor that a special appropriation 
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should be made during the year for Meadow Park playgrounds, 
this board undertook to haul the gravel from the Chestnut street 
school building cellar. The gravel was much needed and was 
properly distributed. But the special appropriation was not 
made and this board expects an appropriation to cover the 
expense so authorized. 

Lynn Woods. 

Ten years ago the Lynn Woods were in the uncared-for hold- 
ing of more than one hundred families. Careless sportsmen 
roamed through their recesses. Lot owners sold their standing 
wood to brick-makers, who cut the merchantable wood and left 
the boughs and branches to cumber the ground, and made the 
whole area a vast tinder-box for the gunner's fire, which nobody 
took pains to quench. Almost every acre of the territory showed 
the black scars of these deadly fires. Only the hardiest trees 
lived through these annual scourges. The range lines showed 
in the varying heights of the trees the frequent cuttings. 

Before entering upon the task of taking Lynn Woods the Park 
Commissioners took advice of the foremost living landscape 
architect, Frederick Law Olmsted. 

The letter which he wrote to the first Board of Commissioners, 
now that a decade has passed, may properly be reprinted, as it 
struck the keynote of the policy of the board, which has been in 
the main followed. 

"At your request and under your guidance we have made such 
examination of the property lately coming under the charge of 
your board as we have thought necessary to justify an expression 
of our professional judgment upon the question of its availability 
and value as a place of public recreation. 

"This question at once suggests a consideration of the provis- 
ions commonly made elsewhere for the same purpose ; more 
especially in the parks of our larger cities. In a general survey 
of these, certain common characteristics are so obvious that the 
term park-like is in general use, as descriptive of a particular 
character of scenery. The principal elements of park-like 
scenery are broad, level or gently undulating, areas of smooth. 
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clean turf, bordered by trees with low and spreading branches 
standing singly and in groups, and interspersed w^ith objects of a 
decorative character, either natural, as when in the form of 
flowering shrubs, or artificial, as when in elegant structures, all 
in a finely dressed condition. 

"The most striking circumstance of your property is that, 
although near by populous and flourishing communities, much 
of it is in a state of undisturbed nature and, as a whole, it is in a 
singularly wild, rugged and rude condition. Hardly any of it 
has been under tillage, and, were it not for the trees growing 
spontaneously upon it, it would be a desert. The reason it has 
been allowed to remain of such a character is found in the out- 
cropping ledges and the boulders and gravel with which its 
surface is strewn. 

*'For the same reason you cannot hope to make it ever take 
on a ' park-like * character. If you attempt it the result will be 
poor and will be obtained at preposterous cost. Nor can you 
hope ever to introduce decorative features of the sort commonly 
expected to be seen in parks in such a manner that they will not 
be discordant with the general character of the scenery and 
offensive to good taste. Should you be offered a gift of half a 
million dollars, with a condition that it should be applied to such 
objects, it would be a great extravagance to accept it. 

" Because of the hopelessness of making the property park- 
like, and, because being unpark-like in other particulars, the 
decorative features commonly seen in parks would appear fussy 
and impertinent, everywhere jarring upon the natural scenery, 
there is danger that the value of the property, as a place of public 
recreation, will fail to be realized, and that means of profitably 
adding to its value will be grudged. 

" To lessen this danger it will be well to consider wherein lies 
the intrinsic value of public parks. Mainly, a park is valuable 
to a city, as it offers those resorting to it opportunity to escape 
with little trouble or cost from their ordinary artificial surround- 
ings. To escape, that is to say, from the neighborhood of 
objects associated with common conditions of fatigue, wear and 
tear, and nervous irritation, to others as much as possible foreign 
to them. 
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*'That the scenery offered in parks is not generally, to any 
great extent, of a rugged and wild forest aspect, is not because 
such scenery would not be available for the purpose of a park, 
hut because, when, in the history of a city, ground comes to be 
selected for a park, no considerable area can be found within a 
convenient distance within which a rugged, wild and forest-like 
character, if it ever existed, has not been destroyed, either for 
industrial purposes or with the object of adapting portions of the 
ground to dwelling places, in which these qualities would conflict 
with domestic convenience. Moreover, it is not often possible 
to find, near a town, any large area from within which buildings 
or artificial constructions, lying outside of it, do not force them- 
selves undesirably upon the attention of visitors. For these and 
other reasons, in most city parks, an excess of human and arti- 
ficial elements have been found unavoidable. This being the 
case, a sense of fitness, congruity and becomingness requires a 
degree of elegance, finish and neatness, in all that comes under 
the eye in ordinary city parks, that would otherwise be unneces- 
sary to a satisfactory result. 

" The advantage of your property, with reference to the same 
general purpose of supplying a place of refreshing and restful 
relief from scenery associated with the more wearing part of the 
life of towns-people, is found in the circumstance that it consists 
of a series of elevations so disposed about a comparatively 
depressed area that from most points within its boundaries nothing 
can be seen of all that lies beyond its boundaries. Though 
rugged and rocky it is well watered and densely wooded. The 
broken topography of the region about it and other circumstances 
will aid to prevent in the future, as in the past, intrusions from 
without upon its scenery. The extent of the property is such 
that, with reasonable care and skill, all essential accommodations 
may be provided for the use of it by the public without any 
marked disturbance of its natural character. As it stands it 
offers rare opportunities for those forms of recreation which 
experience shows to be of the most use to the great body of the 
people of a city. Under good management its value, in this 
respect, can be greatly increased. Such good management need 
not be costly. What is mainly required is that a method of 
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improvement shall be pursued steadily, systematically, continu- 
ously, for a series of years. It need employ but a small force, 
provided this force is constantly employed and is directed 
unwaveringly to the accomplishment of certain specific objects. 

''Of these objects the most important will be the gradual 
thinning of the native forest, the less promising trees being taken 
out, leaving those selected to remain to have a larger share of 
fertility, moisture, air and light, with which advantage they 
would gradually give the entire forest a character much more 
impressive and more effective for the purpose of public recrea- 
tion. 

"Next in importance would be the introduction, at numerous 
points, of new vegetation of various kinds, and with a view to 
different objects of detail. In some cases this would be for the 
covering of places which, by reason of sterility and hard expos- 
ure, are comparatively dreary of aspect, plants being wanted 
under such circumstances, either that, once started, will flourish 
under the required conditions, or plants which, growing from 
occasional small deposits of soil, will spread over and hide large 
and forlorn intermediate spaces. 

"In other cases the object in view would be the gradual 
replacing, in damp places, of the comparatively sickly plants now 
growing in them by others better adapted to flourish in such 
localities. In yet others the aim would be to enlarge, strengthen 
and emphasize a local character due to an existing growth by 
adding to that growth and removing growths that are now 
weakening to the character in question. 

" A few men kept at work with motives such as these, remov- 
ing that which, if it remains, will be harmful to a desirable 
character; replacing it with that which will be helpful, will 
gradually add greatly to the intrinsic value of the property. 

" We urge this element of management, because the sooner it 
is entered upon the less will be the cost of results of a given 
value that can only be obtained by a steady course of operations 
for a series of years. Roads and walks, bridges, shelters and 
other constructions, may be obtained within a given short time, 
when set about. The difficulty of obtaining what is wanted in 
them is not increased by postponing outlay for it,'* 
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In justice to the liberal contributors to the purchase of the 
Woods, roads were constructed through the Woods and to the 
salient points. 

To some of the pioneers in the project to rescue Lynn Woods 
from the periodical injuries of individual ownership and the 
annual marring of forest fires, it seemed a profanation to use so 
many of the mossy old cart paths for graded ways. 

A little thought, however, ought to convince all that there was 
something of exclusiveness, something of selfishness, in trying to 
limit the pleasure to be derived from these labyrinthian mazes to 
the few who knew the unfrequented ways, and to those only who 
had abundant leisure and the suppleness of youth to indulge in 
unlimited tramps. 

Thus the construction of the road to Mount Gilead gave the 
privilege of looking upon its superb panorama of varied views to 
the aged and infirm, to the stranger within our gates, to many of 
whom it will be a benediction that otherwise would have been 
lost forever. 

To the pedestrian — the roamer who loves the rustle of fallen 
leaves and the tread of pine needles — there is a full compensation 
for the loss of some of his old-time rambles. The patriarchal 
trees that are so attractive to him who finds, with Byron's 
pilgrim, that 

"There is a pleasure in the pathless woods," 

are to be sought remote from the yeoman's ancient ways that 
have been graded. 

The cardinal idea of the Commissioners from the beginning 
has been the prevention of forest fires. Everything else has been 
subordinate to and has grown out of this necessity of fighting 
fire. We have not bfeen entirely successful in this purpose, but 
a great advance has been made in the facilities for checking fires. 

The roads made most effective fire brakes. Then the old cart 
paths were cleared of undergrowth and, while they opened up 
the hills and dales to foot passengers, their controlling purpose 
was to make cleared spaces and shorter lines for the men 
employed in guarding the territory. 

New paths have been cut every year, always with the iiisthetic 
motive following rather than leading the utilitarian. 
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Another auxiliary on this line which has proved of great value 
as a lookout for the detection of fires during the danger season of 
high spring winds is the much visited tower upon Burrill Hill. 
x\lmost the whole of the reservation can be seen from it and foot 
paths radiate from it in all directions. 

In this connection we may repeat the oft expressed desire that 
the way may sometime open for the erection of a rough stone 
tower upon Mount Gilead that may serve as a memorial to Cyrus 
M. Tracy, the prophet of the Woods, and be a credit to the city 
of Lynn. 

A steady though limited progress has from year to year been 
made in removing fallen trees and noxious undergrowth. 
Standard trees have been relieved of undesirable neighbors. 
Year by year the winter gales pull down a few venerable trees 
sapped and weakened by fires of former times. But their loss is 
annually more than made up for by the protected growth of the 
king of New England trees, the white pine, its companion, the 
hemlock, and other trees native to the soil, which seem to flourish 
better than those foreign to the region. 

Something has been done during the present year which the 
Commissioners trust that even the most extreme of Nature's 
votaries will not object to as an interference with the use of the 
Woods as a foil to the artificial conditions of city life. 

The path from Park avenue by the south side of Lantern Rock 
skirting the northern shore of Breed's Pond to the Dungeon road, 
the Undercliff path from the horse sheds at the foot of Dungeon 
Hill to the west side of Gilead, and the path from Lynnfield 
street through the Pines and Music Dell to the Dungeon have 
been cleared of roots and rocks and their low places filled up. 

The most daintily shod feet may now travel these paths with- 
out thought of the cost of shoe leather. 

Instead of being obliged to look down to keep the feet straight 
the stroller may now use his eyes upon the beauties of the sylvan 
wonderland. 

The approaches to Lynn Woods are mainly beyond the con- 
trol of the Park Commissioners. 

The Dungeon road from the Dungeon Pasture wall to Walnut 
and Myrtle streets is not an accepted street, but had been built 
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long before the Public Water Board acquired the lands lying 
upon either side of the way. This road winds along the eastern 
side of Breed's Pond and is an attractive drive, especially when 
the slanting rays of the afternoon sun of October transmutes the 
shining leaves of the black oaks into glittering silver that blends 
and harmonizes with the red glory of the maples. Either the 
Street Department or the Public Water Board ought to put this 
road in decent repair. 

The Penny Brook road, which is the freest from hills of any 
road in the Woods and is a favorite way for cyclists, comes down 
to Park avenue, which, though an accepted street of the city, is 
ungraded and dangerous to travel. The Lynn & Boston Rail- 
road has, during the year, partially carried out its agreement to 
pave between its tracks upon the avenue, and this makes the rest 
of the road appear rougher and more unsightly than before. 

The eastern entrance from Lynnfield street by the Great 
Woods road to the line of the reservation is a public way, with 
car tracks in it and with dwelling-houses on either side. 

If the city would put these three entrances in fair shape the 
pleasure of driving to the Woods would be greatly enhanced. 

The western approach by way of North Saugus and Walden 
Pond is maintained and kept in good condition by the Public 
Water Board. 

The street car service to the Woods is unsatisfactory, inasmuch 
as the railroad company run their cars over the location granted 
them by the Commissioners in the wrong months of the year. 
The Woods are seen at their best in the months of May, June, 
October and November. These are the months when a brisk 
walk is a wholesome tonic. In July, August and September 
people are drawn to the seashore and elsewhere. It is then too 
hot for tramping. And strange to say, these three last mentioned 
months are the only ones when the cars run into the Woods. 

It would not be so bad if the railroad people would leave the 
sign "Lynn Woods" upon the blue cars, for they run by two 
entrances on Lvnnfield street that lead directlv to the Pratt and 
Burrill Pines. The sign " Wyoma" loses many a nickel for the 
company and many a pleasant outing for the tired citizen. 

The roads have had their annual fall inspection and repair. 
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They are closed during the early spring season when they are 
soft, as there is then no legitimate pleasure travel. They have 
been found ample for the demands made upon them. 

It may be said that these roads were constructed almost wholly 
from the citizens* fund and are kept in repair from the annual 
appropriation. 

The force employed in policing and caring for the Woods 
consists of one permanent man, who lives in the reser\'ation, 
one who goes on when the winds begin to blow in spring and 
quits when the winter snows begin to fall, two other men when 
needed for fire prevention and general forestry work, and an 
extra man with a double team on road repairing. 

The Woods to-day, with the wood-choppers kept out of them 
for ten years, look more like the forest that the Puritan fathers 
saw, than they have at any time since the same fathers found out 
that good back logs were to be had there and the brick-makers 
acquired the habit of stripping them. 

It was fitting that the ancient town of Lynn should be a 
pioneer in setting apart its rugged common lands to be forever 
what Cyrus M. Tracy called *'an asylum of inexhaustible 
pleasures.*' 

Of our reservation the lamented Charles Eliot, who was the 
creator of the Metropolitan Park system, and who was the 
acknowledged authority upon natural scenery, said in a late 
report of the Metropolitan Park Commissioners, "To-day the 
Lynn Woods embrace some two thousand acres and constitute 
the largest and most interesting, because the wildest, public 
domain in all New England." 

The Commissioners feel that if they heed the precepts of Tracy 
and Eliot and Olmsted and Chase they cannot go far astray, 
and it would please them if all the people of Lynn would visit 
the Woods and judge for themselves how the old forest is being 
developed. 

PARK COMMISSIONERS, 

By Nathan M. Hawkks, Chairman, 
Lynn, Dec. 20, iSc)8. 
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Hon, JV. M. Hawkes^ Chairman of Park Commissioners : 

Dear Sir, — Agreeably to your request, I enclose a partial 
list of birds which make their home in, or visit the Lvnn Woods 
and vicinity. 

Thomas Nuttall (to whom I have. referred copiously) wrote 
in 1840: 

" Of all the classes of animals by which we are surrounded in 
the ample field of nature, there are none more remarkable in 
their appearance and habits than the feathered inhabitants of the 
air. They play around us like fairy spirits, elude approach in 
an element which defies our pursuit, soar out of sight in the 
yielding sky, journey over our heads in marshalled ranks, dart 
like meteors in the sunshine of summer, or seeking the solitary 
recesses of the forest and the waters, they glide before us like beings 
of fancy. They diversify the still landscape with the most lively 
motion and beautiful association ; they come and go with the 
change of the seasons, and as their actions are directed by an 
uncontrollable instinct of provident nature, they may be con- 
sidered as concomitant with the beauty of the surrounding scene. 

With what grateful sensations do we involuntarily hail the 
arrival of these faithful messengers of spring and summer, after 
the lapse of the dreary winter, which compelled them to forsake 
us for more favored climes. Their songs, now heard from the 
leafy groves and shadowy forests, inspire delight, or recollections 
of the pleasing past, in every breast. How volatile, how play- 
fully capricious, how musical and happy, are these roving sylphs 
of nature, to whom the air, the earth, and the waters are alike 
habitable. Their lives are spent in boundless action ; and nature, 

(19) 
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with an omniscient benevolence, has assisted and formed them 
for this wonderful display of perpetual life and vigor, in an ele- 
ment almost their own." 

What Nuttall here describes, we have before us at all times 
(luring summer and winter in our visits to the Park, and the 
Board of Park Commissioners are to be commended for publish- 
ing a list of birds in their annual report, thereby enabling oin* 
citizens to become more familiar with these migratory visitors. 

In the great number of birds to be seen in the Park, many are 
noted for their brilliancy of plumage and are our most beauti- 
ful American birds. 

These are the Scarlet Tanager, the Baltimore Oriole, the 
Goldfinch or yellow bird, the Summer Red Bird, the Indigo 
Bird, the Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and the Blackburnian Warbler. 

Our most charming songsters are the Wood Thrush, the 
Hermit Thrush, the Wilson's Thrush, the Rose-breasted Gros- 
beak, the Brown Thrush, and the Purple Finch. 

I do not claim that this list is complete, but only approximately 
so, and I submit it to you in the hope that it will encourage some 
one in the future, better versed in ornithology, to prepare a more 
perfect record. 
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Towhee Bunting or Chewick, 

Meadow-larkf 

Indigo-bird, 

Scarlet Tanager, 

Summer Redbird, 

Goldfinch or Yellow-bird, 

Purple Finch, 

House Wren, 

Winter Wren, 

Short-billed Marsh Wren, 

Long-billed Marsh Wren, 

Golden- winged or Flicker Woodpecker, 

Yellow-bellied, 
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Fox 
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Cliff Swallow, 
Chimney Swift, 
White-bellied Nuthatch, 
Red-bellied 
Brown Creeper, 

Kinglet, Ruby-crowned, 

Kinglet, Golden-crested, 

American Redstart, 

Oven-bird or Golden-crowned Thrush, 

Wood 

Hermit 

Wilson's 

Olive-backed 

Brown (Thrasher) 

American Crossbill, 
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Black and White 

Black and Yellow or Magnolia 

Black-threated Blue 

Black-throated Green 
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Black-poll 

Cape May 

Chestnut-sided 
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Pine-creeping 
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Yellow-rumped or M3'rtle 

Yellow or Summer Yellow-bird, 

Prairie, 

Snow Bunting, 
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Great Northern Shrike 

or Butcher-bird, 
Cedar-bird or Wax- wing, 
Junco or Snow-bird, 

Red-poll Linnet, 

Black-capped Chickadee, 

Quail or Bob-white, 

Ruffed Grouse or Partridge, 

American Woodcock, 

Carolina Dove or Turtle Dove, 

Great Blue Heron, 

Night 

Little Green " 

American Bittern, 

Red-tailed or Hen Hawk, 

Marsh 

Sharp-shinned 

Sparrow 

Goshawk 



it 



t( 



(< 



(i 



(( 



(t 



Duck 

Red-shouldered 

Great Horned Owl (Rare) 

Barred 

Saw-whet 

Screech *' 



Winter. 

Breeds. 

Winter. 

Winter. 



Breeds. 



Breeds. 

(I 



4( 
t i 

Winter. 



Winter. 



( 1 



November to March ; 

go north in March. 
Feb. to November. 
September to May; go 

north in May. 
October to April ; go 

north in April. 
Resident. 



if 



C( 



April to November. 
May to September. 
May and September. 
April to September. 



(i 



(C 



t( 



tt 



March to October. 
March to November. 
March to November 
May and September. 
December to March ; go 

north in March. 
October. 

April and September. 
September to May. 



(i 



«( 11 



September to April. 
Resident. 



Respectfully yours, 

FRANK KEENE. 
Lynn, Mass , December 27, 189S. 



Plants and Trees in Lynn Woods. 



Lynn, Dec. 21, 1898. 
Hon, N. ]\r, Haivkes^ Chairman Lynn Park Commission : 

My Dear Sir, — I submit herewith a revision of the Flora of 
the Lynn Woods, as it originally appeared in your Fourth 
Annual Report. 

I beg leave to call your attention to two features : to wit — a 
list oi mushrooms^ which will be of interest, I trust, to the many 
mycologists of this city ; secondly, a complete change in the 
nomenclature of the families, thus making them conform to the 
classification of Prof.. Gray. 

To Mrs. Annie P. Doughty and Dr. Benjamin Percival is due 
all the credit for the list of mushrooms. I am also under obli- 
gations, for new species suggested, to Messrs. W. R. Davis and 
T. O. Fuller, of the Bow Ridge camp ; Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
C. Norton, and Mr. William S. Hunt. 

Very respectfully yours, 

LUTHER ATWOOD. 



FLOWERLESS PLANTS. 



ORDER LYCOPODIACE^.— Club Moss Family, 

Lycupodium clavatum. Common club moss. 

L. complanatum. Festooned ground pine. 

L. dendroideum. Ground pine, tree club moss. 

Selaginella rupest/is. ^1 j^ . , . 

S. selaginoides. / ^^^" ^'""^ '"°"- 

(as) 
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FLOWERING PLANTS. 



FILICES — Fern Family* 

Adiantum pedatum. Maiden-hair fern. 

Aspidium aculeatum — Braunii. (Introduced.) 

A. Boottii. 

A. cristatum. 

A. cristatum. var. Clintoniatum. 

A. Noveboracense. New York fern. 

A. simulatum. 

A. thelypteris. 

A. spinulosum. var. intermedium. Shield fern or wood fern. 

A. spinulosum. var. dilatatum. Shield or wood fern. 

A. acroBtichoides. Shield or wood fern. Christmas fern. 

A. marginale. Marginal shield fern. 

Asplenium ebeneum. Ebony, spleen wort. 

A. filix-foemina. Lady fern. 

A. trichomanes. 

Botrychium ternatum. var. dissectum. Moonwort, grape fern. 

B. Virginicum. Rattlesnake fern. 

Dicksonia puncttlobula. Dickson's fern ; hay-scented fern. 

Onoclea sensibilis. Sensitive fern. 

Osmunda cinnamomea. Cinnamon-fern. 

O. Claytoniana. Flowering-fern. 

O. regalis. Royal flowering-fern. 

Polypodium vulgare. Common polypod. 

Pteris aquilina. Common brake. 

Woodsia ilvensis. 

Woodwardia angustifolia. 

W. Virginica. 



ARACBiB. — ^Arum Family. 

Arisaema triphyllum. Indian turnip, or Jack-in-a-pulpit. 
Calla palustris. Wild calla. 
Peltandra undulata. Arrow arrum. 
Symplocarpus fcetidus. Skunk cabbage. 

Araliacb^. — Spikenard Family. 

Aralia nudicaulis. Wild sarsaparilla. 
A. racemosa. Spikenard. 
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AscLBPiADACBiE. — Milkweed Family. 

Asclepias Cornuti. Common milkweed. 
A. quadrifolia. Four-leaved milkweed. 

BBRBKRiDACBve.— Barberry Family. 
Berberis vulgaris. Barberry. 

BoRRAGiNACB^ — Borage Family. 

Cynoglossum Morisoni. Beggar's lice. 
Myosotis laxa. Forget-me-not. (Introduced.) 

CAMPANULACEiB. — Harebell Family. 

Campanula aparanoides. Slender bell flower. (Introduced.) 

CAPRiFOLiACBiE. — Honeysuckle Family. 
Diervilla trifida. Bush honeysuckle. 
Sambucus Canadensis. Elder. 

CARYOPHYLLACBie. — Pink Family. 

Cerastium viscosum. Mouse-ear chickweed. 
Dianthus armeria. Deptford pink. 
Silene inflata. Bladder campion. 
Stellaria media. Chickweed. 

CiSTACBiB. — Rock-rose Family. 

Helianthemum Canadense. Rock-rose. 

CoMPosiTiB — Composite Family. 
Arctium lappa. Burdock. 
Aster patens. Spreading aster. 
A. corymbosus. 
A. diffusus. 
A. dumosus. 
A. Isvis. 
A. macrophyllus. 
A. Novl-Belgii. 
A. puniceus. 
A. undulatus. 
A. vimineus. 

Bidens connata. Beggar-ticks. 
Cichorium intybus. Chicory or succory. 
Cirsium lanceolatum. Common thistle. 
C. pumilum. Pasture thistle. 
Erechthites hieracifolla. Fireweed. 
Erigeron annuum. Daisy fleabane. 
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Composite. — Composite Family. — Continued. 
Eupatorium ageratoides. White snake root. 
£. perfoliatum. Thoroughwort. 
E. purpureum. Queen of the meadow. 
Gnaphalium polycephalum. Everlasting. 
G. uliginosum. Low cudweed. 
Hieracium scabrum. Hawkweed. 
H. venosum. Rattlesnake weed. 
Lactuca Canadensis. Lettuce. 
L. mulgedium. Lettuce. 
Leontodon autumnalis. Fall dandelion. 
Leucanthemum vulgare. Whiteweed. 
Maruta Cotula. Majweed. 

Prenanthes alba. White lettuce or rattlesnake root. 
Senecio aureus. Golden senecio. 
Sericocarpus conyzoides. White-lopped aster. 
Solidago bicolor. Silver-rod. 
S caesia. Goldenrod. 
S. Canadensis. Goldenrod. 
S. juncea. Goldenrod. 
S. lanceolata. Goldenrod. 
S. nemoralis. Goldenrod. 
S. rugosa. Goldenrod. 
Taraxicum Dens-Leonis. Dandelion. 
Tarracetum vulgare. Common tansy. 



CoNVOLVULACEyE. — Moming-glory Family. 
Convolvulus arvensis. Bindweed. 
Cuscuta Gronovii. Common dodder. 



CoRNACBwB. — Cornel Family. 

Cornus Canadensis. Dwarf cornel. 
C. fiorida. Flowering dogwood. 



CRUCiFBRiB. — Mustard Family. 

Capsella bursa-pastoris. Shepherd's purse. 
Lepidium Virginicum. Pepper grass. 
Nasturtium officinale. True water-cress. 



Drosrracb^. — Sundew Family. 

Drosera rotundifolia. Round-leaved sundew. 
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Ericacb^. — Heath Family. 

Andromeda Hgustrina. Privet Andromeda. 

A. calyculata. Rusty-leaved Andromeda. 

Arct08taphylo6 Uva-ursi. Mountain cranberry. 

Chimaphila umbellata. Prince's pine. 

Clethra alnifolia. White alder. 

Gaultheria procumbens. Checkerberry. 

Gavlussacia frondosa. Dant;leberrv. 

Gaylussacia resinosa. Huckleberry. 

Hypopitys lanuginosa. False beech drops. 

Kalmia angustifolia. Sheep laurel. 

K. latifolia. Mountain laurel. (Introduced.) 

Monotropa uniflora. Indian pipe. 

Pyrola asarifolia. Broad-leaved pyrola. 

P. elliptica. Three-leaved pyrola. 

P. rotundifolia. Round-leaved pyrola. 

Vaccinium corymbosum. Highbush blueberry 

V. fuscatum. Black blueberry. 

V. macrocarpon. Cranberry. 

V. Pennsylvanicum. Low blueberry. 

V. vacillans. Blue huckleberry. 

FuMARiACEiE. — Fumitory Family. 
Corydalis glauca. Pale corydalis. 

Gbntianacb^.— Gentian Family. 

Gentiana Andrewsii. Closed gentian. 

Geraniacb^. — Geranium Family. 

Geranium maculatum. Wild geranium. 
Geranium Robertianum. Herb Robert. 
Impatiens fulva. Jewel-weed. 
Impatiens pallida. Touch-me-not. 

Hamamblidb^c. — Witch-hazel Family. 
Hamamelis Virginica. Witch-hazel. 

Hypericacb^. — St. John's-wort Family. 

Elodea Virginica. Marsh St. John's wort. 
Hypericum mutilum. Small St. John's wort. 
H. perforatum. St. John's wort. 
H. Sarothra. Pineweed. 

Ilicinb^. — Holly Family. 

Prinos verticillatus. Black alder. 



32 PARK COMMISSIONERS* REPORT. 

PoLYGALACEiB, — Milkwort Family. 

Polygala poljrgama. Double fruited milkwort. 

P. sanguinea. Red milkwort. 

P. verticillata. Six to ten inches high. 

PoLYGONACE^. — Smartweed Family. 

Polygonum. Smartweed. (Several varieties.) 
P. sagittatum. Tear-thumb. 
Rumex acetosella. Common sorrel. 
R. crispus. Yellow dock. 

PoNTEDBRiACE^. — Pickerel-wecd Family. 
Pontcderia cordata. Pickerel-weed. 

PRiMULACEifs. — Primrose Family. 
Anagallis arvensis. Pimpernel. 
Epilobium coloratum. Purple veined willow herb. 
Lysimachia. Loose strife, (Several varieties.) 
Trientalis Americana. Star flower. 

Ranunculace^. — Crow-foot Family. 
Actaea spicata. White Cohosh. 
Anemone nemorosa. Common anemone. 
Aquilegia Canadensis. Columbine. 
Caltha palustris. Cowslip, marsh marigold. 
Clematis Virginiana. Traveler's joy. 
Coptis trifolia. Goldthread. 
Hepatica triloba. Blue hepatica. 
Ranunculus acris. Tall crow-foot. 
R. bulbosus. Bulbous crow-foot. 
R. fascicularis. Buttercups. 
R. sceleratus. Cursed crow-foot. 
Thalictrum anemonoides. Rue anemone. 
T. cornuti. Meadow rue. 
T. dioicum. Early meadow rue. 

Rosacea. — Rose Family. 

Agrimonia eupatoria. Agrimony. 
Amelanchier Canadensis. Shad-bush. 
Fragaria Virginiana. Strawberry. 
Potentilla argentea. Silvery cinque-foil. 
Pyrus arbutifolia. Chokeberry. 
Rosa lucida. Low wild rose. 
R. rubiginosa. Sweetbrier, 
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RosACB.£. — Rose Family. — Continued. 
Rubus strigosus. Red raspberry. 
R. Canadensis. Low blackberry. 
R. hispidus. Swamp blackberry. 
R. occidentalis. Thimbleberry. 
R. villosus. High blackberry. 
Spirxa salicifolia. Meadow-sweet. 
S. tomentosa. Hardback. 

RuBiACE^. — Madder Family. 

Cephalanthus occidentalis. Button bush. 
Galium trifidum. Small bedstraw. 
Houstonia ccerulea. Bluets. 
Mitchella repens. Boxberry. 

Santalacb^. — Sandalwood Family. 

Comandra umbellata. False toad-flax. 

SARRACENiACEifi. — Pitchcr-plant Family. 

Sarracenia purpurea. Side-saddle flower. 

Saxipragace^. — Saxifrage Family. 

Saxifraga Virgin iensis. Early saxifrage. 

ScHROPHULARiACE^. — Figwort Family. 

Chelone glabra. Balmony, or snake-head. 
Gerardia pedicularis. Bushy gerardia. 
G. purpurea. Purple gerardia. 
G. tenuifolia. Slender gerardia. 
Gratiola Virginiana. Hedge hyssop. 
Linaria vulgaris. Toad flax. Butter-and-eggs. 
L. Canadensis. Canada snap-dragon. 
Melampyrum pratense. Cow wheat. 
Verbascum Thapsus. Mullein. 

Sol ANACB.£.— Nightshade Family. 

Solonum nigrum. Common nightshade. 

Typhace^. — Cat-tail Family. 
Typha latifolia. Cat-tail. 

URTiCACEiE. — Nettle Family. 

yrtica dioica. Common nettle- 
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VioLACK^. — Violet Family. 

Viola blanda. Sweet white violet. 
V. cucullata. Common blue violet. 
V. lanceolata. Lance-leaved violet. 
V. Muhlenbergii. Spreading violet. 
V. pedata. Bird-foot violet. 
V. pubeecens. Downy yellow violet. 
V. sagittata. Arrow-leaved violet. 

ViTACKiC — Vine Family. 

Ampelopsis quinquefolia. Woodbine. 
Vitis labrusca. Common wild grape. 

Xyridack/E. — Yellow-eyed grass Family. 
Xyris Caroliniana. Yellow-eyed grass. 



MUSHROOMS FOUND IN LYNN WOODS. 



Prof. Farlow says in Notes for Mushroom Eaters: **The problem of 
enabling the uneducated masses to distinguish at sight our edible and 
poisonous forms is one which is too difficult to be attempted at present. 
Even in France the attempt to instruct the uncultivated classes has met 
with little success, and it seems wiser to try first to give instruction to the 
educated persons, that others may learn by word of mouth." 



d. — deleterious, e. — edible, p. — poisonous, u. — unknown. 



Agaricus Psalliota arvensis. 


e. 


campestris. 


e. 


cretaceous. 


e. 


hemorrhoidarius. 


e. 


placomyces. 


e. 


silvaticus. 


e. 


sylvicola. 


e. 



(Spores brown.) 
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Amanita farinosa. 


u. 


(Spores white.) 


Fro8tiana. 


P- 








mappa. 


P- 








muscaria. 


P- 








nivalis. 


u. 








pantherina. 


d. 








phalloides. 


P- 








rubescens. 


e. 








solitaria. 


d. 








spreta. 


u. 








8trobiliformi8. 


d. 








verna. 


P- 








volvata. 


d. 








Armillaria exannulata. 


e. 


(Spores white.) 


mellea. 


e. 


(( ii 


robusta. 


e. 


i( it 


BOLETINUS pictUS. 


e. 




porosus. 


e. 




Boletus aestivalis. 


u. 




alveolatus. 


e. 




alutaceus. 


e. 




Amerlcanum. 


e. 




Radius. 


u. 




bicolor. 


e. 




bovinus. 


e. 




castaneus. 


e. 




chromapes. 


e.' 




chr^'senteron. 


e. 




Clintonianus. 


e. 




cyanescens. 


d. 




decipiens. 


u. 




edulis. 


e. 




eximeus. 


e. 




Felleus. 


d. 




granulatus. 


e. very fine. 




griseus. 


e. 




lividus. 


u. 




luridus. 


P- 




luteus. 


e. 




mineator olivaceus. 


e. 




niveus. 


e. 




ornatipes. 


e. 
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Boletus.— Continued, 




Peckii. 


u. 


brevipes. 


e. 


punctipes. 


e. 


regius. 


u. 


Rueselli. 


e. 


satanus. 


d. 


8caber. 


e. 


separans. 


u. 


speciosa. 


u. 


6trobilomyce6 floccopus. 


e. 


strobilomyces etrobilaceus. 


e. 


sub-Iuteu8. 


e. 


subtomentosus. 


e. 


vermiculo6U8. 


u. 


versipellie. 


e. 


Cantharellus aurantiacus. 


e. 


cibarius. 


e. 


cinnabarinus. 


e. 


floccosus. 




infundibuliformis. 


u. 


minor. 


e. 


uinbonatus. 


e. 


Clavaria amethystina. 




aurea. 


e. 


botrjtes. 


e. 


cinerea. 


u. 


coralloides. 


e. 


flava. 


e. 


formosa. 


u. 


fusiform is. 


u. 


inequalis. 


e. 


pistillaris. 


e. 


sparassis crispa. 


e. 


stricta. 


u. 


Clitocybe amara. 




clavipes. 


e. 


cyanophaea. 


u. 


dealbatus. 


e. 


illudens. 


e. 


infundibuliformis. 


^- 



(Spores white.) 



coarse. 



bitter. 



(Spores white.) 



It 

CI 

 * 
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C L ITOC YB E. — Continued. 






Lacaria Laccata. 


e. 




multiceps. 


e. 




mutis. 


u. 




ochropupurea. 


u. 




odora. 


e. 




socialis. 


u. 




subdecastes. 


11. 




Clitopilus abortivus. 


e. 




mundulus. 


u. 




orcella. 


e. 




prunulus. 


e. 




Sejrmourianus. 


e. 




unitinctus. 


e. 




CoLLYBiA dryophila. 


u. 




maculata. 


u. 




multiceps. 


e. 




platyphyllus. 


e. 




radicatus. 


u. 




velutipes. 


e. 




CoPRiNUS atramentarius. 


e. 




comatus. 


e. 




micaceus. 


e. 




ovatus. 


e. 




CoRTiNARius albo-violaceus. 


e. 


(Spoi 


bolaris. 


11. 


Ct 


caerulescens. 


e. 




cinnamomeus. 


e. 




collinitus. 


e. 




inoloma. 


u. 




orellamus. 


u. 




purpurascens. 


e. 




sebaceus. 


e. 




suillas. 


u. 




triformis. 


u. 




turmalis. 


e. 




var. semi-sanguineus. 


e. 




violaceus. 


e. 




Galbra ovalis. 


u. 


(I 


tcner. 


u. 


% 



(Spores white.) 



(t 
ti 



i4 
tt 
( ( 
tt 
( t 



(Spores pink.) 



C( 

t ( 
1 1 
it 



(Spores white.) 



It 
tt 

t( 
tk 
tt 



(Spores black.) 



1 1 



( t 



tt 

1 1 
1 1 



(Spores rusty-ochraceous.) 



(Spores brown.) 



li 



it 



rusty. 
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Hydum adustum. 


d. 


aurantiacum. 


d. 


caput Medusae. 


e. 


com pactum, 


d. 


ferrugineum. 


d. 


imbricatum. 


d. 


repandum. 


e. 


septentrionale. 


d. 


zonatum. 


d. 


Hygrophorus ceraceus. 


e. 


conicus. 


d. 


C088US. 


u. 


flavo-discus. 


e. 


fuligineus. 


e. 


glutinifer. 


u. 


hypothejus. 


e. 


lacmus. 


u. 


miniatus. 


e. 


niveus. 


e. 


puniceus. 


d. 


virgineus. 


e. 


Hypoloma candolleanum. 


e. 


perplexum. 


e. 


Lactarius bistans. 


u. 


camphoratu8. 


u. 


cilicioides. 


u. 


cinereus. 


u. 


chrj'sorheus. 


u. 


corrugis. 


u. 


deceptivus. 


u. 


glyciosmus. 


u. 


griseus. 


u. 


hjagolus. 




hygrophoroides. 


u. 


h^^sginus. 


u. 


ichoratus. 


u. 


indigo. 


d. 


lignyotus. 


u. 


luteolus. 


u. 


piperatus. 


d. 


rufus. 


u. 


scrobiculatus. 


u. 



(Spores white.) 



it 

it 
it 

tk 
t. 

I ( 
it 
it 
tt 
it 
ii 



(Spores purplish-brown.) 



(I 



(1 



it 



(Spores white.) 
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L.ACTARIUS. — Continued, 






sordidus. 


u. 


(Spores white.) 


subduicis. 


e. 




theiogalus. 


u. 




turpis. 


P- 




uvidus. 


u. 




vellereus. 


d. 




volemus. 


e. 




Lbntinus lepidum. 


u. 


(Spores white.) 


Tigrinus. 


u. 


4t It 


Lepiota Americana. 


e. 


(Spores white.) 


antesquamosus. 


u. 




cepsestipes. 


u. 




cinnabarinus. 


u. 




crista ta. 


u. 




licmophora. 


u. 




naucinoides. 


e. 




procera. 


e. 




rachodes. 


e. 




Lycopbrdon bovista. 


e. 




cellatum. 


e. 




cyanthiformis. 


e. 




excipuliformis. 


e. 




gem ma turn. 


e. 




piriformis. 


e. 




saccatum. 


e. 




Marasmius alllaceus. 


e. 


(Spores white.) 


or^ades. 


e. 


i( (4 


peronnatus. 


u. 


it it 


rotula. 


u. 


C . 14 


scorodonius. 


u. 


41 44 


ureus. 


u. 


4( 44 


MoRCHRLLA deliciosa. 


e. 




esculenta. 


e. 




Mycbna alkalina. 


d. 


(Spores white.) 


galericulata. 


d. 


Ci it 


pura. 


e. 


ii it 
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Pan^f.olus papilionaceus. 
retirugis. 



u. 
e. 



(Spores hiack.) 



(( 



*t 



Paxillus atrotomentosus. 
pannoides. 
paradoxus. 



u. (Spores rustj-ochraceous.) 



u. 
u. 



(( 



(t 



(4 



ti 



4l 



Phallus impudicus. 
iosinos. 



d. 
d. 



Pholiota adiposa. 
caperata. 
verna. 



e. (Spores yellowish-brown.) 



e. 
e. 



ii 






4( 



Pleurotus corticatus. 
lignatiles. 
ostreatus. 
petaloides. 
sapidu». 
ulmarius. 



d. 
d. 
e. 
e. 
e. 
e. 



(Spores white.) 



tt 
tt 
tt 

(t 
ti 



tt 
t ( 
1 1 

t( 



PoLYPORUs betulinus. 
brumalis. 
cinnabarinus. 
cortissii. 
frondosus. 
perennis. 
speciosus. 
sulphureus. 
versicolor. 



e. 

u. 
d. 
d. 
e. 
d. 
u. 
e. 
d. 



RirssuLA alutacea. 
aurata. 
compacta. 
decolorans. 
delica. 
depallens. 
emetica. 
foetens. 
furcata. 
heterophylla. 
integra. 
lepida. 
nigricans. 



e. 
e. 
11. 
u. 
u. 
e. 
u. 

u. 
e. 
e. 
e. 
d. 



(Spores white.; 



ill smelling. 



It 
ti 

tt 

K 
tt 
tt 

tt 
it 
t( 
t t 
t» 



tt 
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tt 
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RussuLA. — Continued. 








ochracea. 


e. 


(Spores white.) 


ochralncra. 


u. 






punctata. 


e. 






rosacea. 


u. 






rubra. 


u. 






vesca. 


e. 






virescens. 


e. 


(< (( 


• 

SCLRRODKRMA Cepa. 
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Spathularia tlavida. d. 
Thelephora pallida. d. 

Trametes suaveolens. d. 

Tremella frondosa. e. 

Tremellodon auriculatum. e. 



TREES IN LYNN WOODS. 



Abies Canadensis. Hemlock. 

Acer rubrum. Red or swamp maple. 

A. Pennsjrlvanicum. Striped maple. 
Alnus incana. Speckled or hoary alder. 
Amalauchier Canadensis. Shad bush. (Service berry.) 
Betula lenta. Sweet, black or cherry birch. 

B. leu tea. Yellow birch. 

B. populifolia. American white or gray birch. 

Carya porcina. Pignut. 

Cornus florida. Flowering dogwood. 

Fagus ferruginea. Beech. 

Fraxinus Americana. White ash. 

F. sambucifolia. Black ash. 

Juniperus Virginiana. Red cedar. 

Larix Americana. Hacmatac. 

Morus rubra. Purple mulberry. (Introduced.) 

Nyssa multiflora. Pepperidge. (Sour gum.) 

Ostrya Virginica. Ironwood. (Hop- hornbeam.) 

Pinus Banksiana. Northern scrub pine. 

P. communis. Juniper. 

P. rigida. Pitch pine. 

P. Strobus. White or Weymouth pine. 

Platanus occidentalis. Sycamore. (Buttonwood.) 

Populus grandidentata. Large-toothed aspen. 

P. tremuloides. American aspen. 

Prunus Pennsylvanica. Wild red cherry. 

P. serotina. Wild black cherry. 

P. Virginiana. Choke cherry. 

Quercus alba. White oak. 

Q^ coccinea. Scarlet oak. 

Q^ coccinea, var. tinctoria. Black oak. 
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Q. ilicifolia. Bear or scrub oak. 

Q^ rubra. Red oak. 

Rhus copallina. Mountain sumac. 

R. glabra. Smooth sumac. 

R. toxicodendron. Poison ivy. (Vine.) 

R. typhina. Stag-horn sumac. 

R. venenata. Poison sumac. (Dogwood.) 

Robinia pseudacacia. Common locust. 

Salix alba. White willow. 

S. Babjlonica. Weeping willow. (Introduced.) 

S. discolor. Bog willow. 

S. eriocephala. Pussey willow. 

Sassafras officinale. Sassafras. 

Tilia Americana. American Linden. 

Ulmus Americana. American or white elm. 

The Park Commissioners would like to be informed of any plants or trees oinilled in 
this list. 



ORDINANCES. 



The Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Lynn, by 
virtue of its authority to make rules iofthe use and government 
of the Public Parks of said Citv, and for breaches of such rules 
to affix penalties, hereby ordains that within the limits of Lynn 
Woods and Meadow Park, except with the prior consent of the 
Board, it is forbidden : 

I. To cut, break, injure, deface, defile or ill use any building, 
fence, or other construction, or any tree, bush or turf, or any 
other thing or property. 

3. To have possession of any freshly-plucked tree or bush. 

3. To throw stones or other missiles; to discharge or carry 
firearms, except by members of the police force in the discharge 
of their duties ; to discharge or carry fire-crackers, torpedoes or 
fireworks ; to make fires ; to have any intoxicating beverages ; to 
sell, to offer or expose for sale, any goods or wares; to post or 
display signs, placards, flags, or advertising devices; to solicit 
subscriptions or contributions ; to play games of chance, or have 
possession of instruments of gambling ; to utter profane, threat- 
ening, abusive or indecent language, or to do any obscene or 
indecent act; to bathe or fish; to solicit the acquaintance of, or 
follow, or otherwise annoy other visitors. 

4. To allow cattle, horses, or other animals to pass over or 
stray upon the Park lands, provided that this shall not apply to 
those used for pleasure travel when on the ways or places pro- 
vided and open for the purpose. 

5. To drive a horse or horses at a rate faster than eight miles 
an hour, 

(45) 
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6. To ride a horse at a rate faster than ten miles an hour. 

7. To drive or ride any animal not well broken and under 
perfect control of the driver. 

8. To play ball or other games or sports, except on g^rounds 
provided therefor. 

9. To engage in conversation with men at work, or to 
obstruct, hinder or embarrass their movements. 

10. To refuse to obey the orders or requests of either of the 
Commissioners, or of the Park police, or other agents of the 
Commissioners, and to refuse to assist them when required. 

Any person willfully doing either of the things above forbid- 
den shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Compliance with the foregoing regulations is a condition of 
the use of these premises. 



 pubucubram 
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Commissfoneirs^ Report for 1899* 

To His Honor the Mayor and the City Council of the City 
of Lynn^ Mass, : 

As required by Chapter 154, Section 12 of the Acts of the 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts of 1882, 
entitled "An act to authorize cities and towns to lay out public 
parks within their limits,*' the Board of Park Commissioners of 
the City of Lynn have the honor to submit this eleventh annual 
report for the fiscal year ending December 20, 1899. 



FINANCIAL STA 



[T. 



Receipts* 



Appropriation 



$4,500 00 



Expenditures* 

MEADOW PARK. 

William Minot, land and buildings 

J. W. Southworth, contract for moving and re^ 
pairing buildings 

Guilford, Atherton 8c Co., lumber 

Labor 



OCEANSIDE. 

William Miller & Son, repairs on sea wall . 
William Miller & Son, labor and trees 
Hiram Hook, concrete walk 
P. Martin & Son, labor and filling 

LYNN WOODS 

Keepers 

Labor and road repairs . 

Joseph Breed & Sons, lumber 

C. H. Cropley, axe .... 

J. H. Weaver, carpenter 

J. B. & W. A. Lamper, sand and cement 

J. C. Lewis, signs .... 



MISCELLANEOUS 

White Bros., binding . 

T. P. Nichols, cuts and printing . 

George S. Bliss, photograph views 

Helen Forman, typewriting . 

Alice Hawkes, clerical services 

F. H. Nichols, postage stamps 

Howard M. Newhall, insurance 

W. H. Hutchinson, tools and hardware 

Balance unexpended .... 
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00 
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102 


55 
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15 
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86 80 
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208 30 
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241 05 
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$4,500 00 
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THE membership of the Board has been unchanged during 
the year. At the annual meeting in May Mr. James E. 
Jenkins presented credentials of his appointment as a 
member for the term of five years to succeed himself. On the 
same day Nathan M. Hawkes was elected chairman and James 
E. Jenkins secretary for the ensuing year. 

Oceanside. 

A part of the stone curbing at the western end of Oceanside 
was thrown out of place by the great gale of last winter, which 
also threw up large amounts of sand and stone from the beach. 
The curb has been reset ; the sand and stones have been removed ; 
the necessary filling has been put on the Park. 

The sidewalk on the Nahant street end has been concreted. 
The whole reservation now has a fair turf. The experiment of 
raising trees and shrubs has not yet been a success. Perhaps this 
is not much of a misfortune, as people resort to the seashore for 
ocean breezes and views instead of gardening effects or the study 
of forestry. 

Oceanside is popular and attractive in the season, and would 
be still more so if the town of Nahant was not obliged to eke out 
its revenues by maintaining a dwarf Coney Island at its landward 
gateway. 

Meadow Park. 

Meadow Park has really begun to assume a more pleasing 
aspect. 

The sewer under the western border road — which, as it is an 
extension of, will probably be known as Fayette street — has 
been repaired. 
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At the expense of about one thousand dollars for land and 
buildings, a curved line has been made at the intersection of 
Adams and Fayette streets. 

Adams street, east from Chestnut street, has been graded. 

The roots of the trees in the grove have been protected. 

The Street 'Department and the Board of Health are aiding in 
the gradual process of making firm land from the bog. 

An engineer has laid out a "diamond" for base ball players 
upon land on the eastern side upon a field admirably adapted for 
the purpose. 

The playgrounds are provided, but the boys of East Lynn, 
like other boys, prefer to play on forbidden ground rather than 
upon the places provided for them. 

If the engineers will devise a plan to lower the water level of 
the meadow two feet, and the city government will appropriate 
a sufficient sum to carry out this needed sewerage, the Park 
Commissioners will be enabled to study the possibilities of the 
meadow. 

Lynn Woods. 

This report will reach people to whom the title Park Com- 
missioners might seem a misnomer, without explanation. 

The efforts of the Lynn Park Commissioners are mainly de- 
voted, not to the creation and care of beautiful city parks, but to 
the reforestation of a singularly rocky and hilly woodland region 
once covered by the primeval forest, from which the founders of 
the town cut timber to frame their houses, and from which, for 
generations, the people hauled their firewood. 

One spot still bears the name Meeting-house Swamp, because 
from it was taken, in 1682, the massive oak timber which is yet 
sound in the Old Tunnel Meeting-house. 

The only adequate excuse for the abstraction of so large an 
acreage from the productive territory of a place no larger than 
Lynn is found in the fact that every acre of our Woods is upon 
the water-shed of the ponds from which is drawn the water for 
our domestic supply. The potential motive of the Park Com- 
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missioners is, therefore, not to attract multitudes to be amused 
by merry-go-round shows, but to protect and develop the grand 
old Woods, to see to it that the sources of our water supply are 
not polluted, and, incidentially, to afford a magnificent breathing 
place for the people. 

Of course we have advice and comment upon the management 
of the Woods from individuals and organizations. This is well, 
for it shows that the people are interested in our work. 

We print one communication and the reply, which the Board 
authorized . 

The letter is self-explanatory, and the reply may also partly 
serve as an answer to others. 



Lynn, August, 1899. 

To the Lynn Park Commissioners : 

Gentlemen, — Seven years ago some of our elderly citizens 
of Ward 4 were invited to go to Nahant for an afternoon outing. 
It was so pleasant and agreeable that it has been kept up as an 
annual outing, under the name of the " Old Boys of Ward 4." 
The invitation has become elastic, and now includes the wives 
and families and friends of the old boys. Their time of meeting 
is July 25. This summer and last summer they met in the hem- 
lock grove on Glen Lewis Pond. They had many octogenarians 
among them, but not a seat for them softer than the few project- 
ing rocks, except the pine needles on the ground. It was sug- 
gested that such a delightful resort, in such a grove in a public 
park, ought to have a sufficient number of seats placed there to 
make it still more attractive and more comfortable to the citizens 
and the public. The matter was discussed, and it was voted to 
instruct our committee to present the suggestion to the Park 
Commissioners for the public good, ourselves included. 

Presented on behalf of the committee, 

P. M. Neal, Chairman, 
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Lynn, August 15, 1899. 

Hon, P. M. Neal^ Chairman: 

Dear Sir, — Your communication from the ''Old Boys of 
Ward 4" came duly to hand. The Park Commissioners are pecu- 
liarly sensitive to the claims of such an interesting and eminently 
respectable body of our citizens as you represent. We are com- 
pelled to say that the beautiful spot which you visited and appro- 
priately style "hemlock grove" is not under the control of the 
Park Commissioners. The Park Commissioners have no land 
holdings north of Glen Lewis Pond, save the Wolf Pits lot. So 
much of this unspoiled territory, including the grove, Weetamoo 
Cliff and the Overlook Crag, as has been acquired, has been 
bought by the Public Water Board, for the purpose of securing 
and maintaining the purity of the water-shed from which the 
water is drawn. There are, however, within the reservation 
many groves of rare attractiveness, in which there are seats. 
The nearest one to the cars is the Blood Swamp Hill, upon the 
Great Woods road, near which is an unfailing spring of pure 
water. At Mount Gilead are seats and tables and unrivalled 
views of ocean and mountain; and here the Commissioners 
would be glad to furnish the weary pilgrim with the facilities 
for making a refreshing cup of tea. If you prefer to go to the 
westerly part of the Woods a special car will carry you through 
Park avenue, whence an easy walk will take you to the Dungeon 
Rock, Lantern Rock or to the groves on the north shore of Breed's 
Pond. Come again, and the Park Commissioners will assist you 
in passing a pleasant day. 

Yours respectfully, 

Nathan M. Hawkes, C^«/rw^«. 



The Houghton Horticultural Society, one of Lynn's most 
valued institutions, sent us, through the press, a request to have 
certain things done in the Woods. We invited its president, 
Mr. Walter B. Allen, to our next meeting. He appeared. The 
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improvements suggested were considered, and at his request the 
matter was postponed, with the understanding that we would 
gladly hear further suggestions of the society at any time. 

The whole Woods are, subject to proper restrictions, a 
picnic ground to which churches, societies and family parties 
freely resort. 

One of the pleasant features of the use of the Woods is the 
increasing number of our public schools whose pupils, under the 
escort of their teachers, stroll through the shady recesses and 
sunny glades on Saturday afternoons. 

While the Commissioners do whatever they can to provide 
water, shelter, seats and tables, it seems to them that they have 
more important functions and problems to work out. 

After the suppression of fires, a main object is the gradual 
removal of the monotonous sprout- wood that covers so many 
acres, as a result of periodical croppings for fire-wood and 
timber. 

There is a survival of the fittest among trees as among men, to 
be sure ; but one has only to obser\'e how the strong tree that 
has pushed its way above its rivals is mangled and scarred, its 
lower limbs twisted out of shape and killed by contact with 
others and by want of light, to learn that if perfect broad-shading 
trees are to be grown interfering and inferior trees must be 
removed. Seven or eight generations of men have been hacking 
and slaughtering in this forest, and the work of one year or of one 
generation will not suffice to restore its pristine condition. But 
time, patience and persistent effort will reclothe these hills and 
vales of ours with the seedling trees which are so interesting and 
so impressive — such a contrast to the matted dullness of the 
coppice sprout- wood. 

Elizur Wright, the apostle of forestry in our State, years ago 
wrote : 

" The rocky hills of Massachusetts, which will not grow very 
large oaks or walnuts, will cover themselves with enormous pines 
and hemlocks, if they have an opportunity. With a little judicious ^ 
care and forethought, a wood of scrubby oak or hoop- pole hick- 
ory may be converted into a glorious pinery, yielding masts for 
navies." 
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These were true words. That transformation is slowly but 
surely taking place in Lynn Woods, and if not hindred our suc- 
cessors can say as Whittier said in his *' Wood Giant : " 

"With somewhat of that Pagan awe, 
With Christian reverence blending, 
We saw our pine tree's mighty arms 
Above our heads extending. 

**We heard his needles' mystic rune, 
Now rising and now dying, 
As erst Dodona's priestess heard 
The oak leaves prophesying." 

The blackened appearance of the hillside and the ruined young 
pines back of the car station at the landing, which have been 
painfully in evidence during the past season, are due largely to 
the antiquated methods of the Lynn Fire Department in fighting 
fire. 

On iVpril 23 a careless or malicious person started a fire among 
the leaves on rocky Mount Spickett. The men of the Park 
Department, with volunteers, fought the fire for several hours, 
until a chemical engine company of the Fire Department came 
along, and instead of putting on the extinguisher the men in 
charge of the Fire Department kindled a fresh fire, which did 
more damage than the original fire, because its ravages are vis- 
ible to eyes of the many who frequent this picnic resort of the 
Woods. 

Cooper's old trapper set back fires in "The Prairie," and con- 
sequently the Lynn Fire Department follow suit. 

If this was the first time this experiment had been tried in our 
Woods nothing would have been said ; but the Chief Engineer 
did the same thing some years ago, and left scars which years 
will not efface. 

Incalculable loss results from these fires in the Woods, though 
the reports of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department invari- 
ably record "no damage.** If a pigsty or a hen-coop were 
burned the exact figures of insurance collected would be given. 
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One fire on the southern border burned over an acre or two, 
and several others were put out by the efforts of the keepers 
without doing much damage. On the whole, the year has been 
a fortunate one in regard to fires. 

That it may be seen that the views herein expressed, relative to 
back fires, are not alone those of the Park Commissioners, we 
quote from '* Notes on Some Forest Problems," by Gifford Pin- 
chot. Forester of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
recently published : 

'' It may fairly be asked, what is the practical value of such 
studies of the history and nature of fires as those just described. 
The answer is, that every kind of knowledge of an enemy may 
be used against him. Thus, if it is learned that in a certain 
region fire travels in a wedge-shaped mass, with the fiercest heat 
and the most rapid progress at that point, it follows that the 
place to attack it is at the point of the wedge, and that the very 
common method of attacking the wings is usually a waste of 
time. In a similar way, an accurate knowledge of the great 
damage which follows hasty and unwise back-firing in any given 
region will be of use in suppressing it. 

" There is no friend of any public wrong so powerful as uncer- 
tainty or obscurity, and no foe to loss by fire so efficient as an 
awakened public sentiment. 

" In these and many other ways a full and clear knowledge of 
forest fires under their various forms will help to rid the country 
of the immense and useless loss they bring from year to year." 

There has always been a scarcity of water when needed in 
fighting fires and also for drinking. A special effort has this 
year been made to render available the few wells heretofore 
constructed, and in making others in spots where water was 
likely to be found. The dry season has been favorable for dig- 
ging. Whether these new wells will furnish water in dry sum- 
mers remains to be proved. 

The spring by the Great Woods road, near the landing, has 
proved unfailing, and if picknickers would not borrow the drink- 
ing cup and universally fail to return it, the comfort of large 
numbers of people would be much enhanced. 
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Ten of these wells have been stoned up and covered, and in 
the spring pumps will be put in those by the sides of the roads 
or paths. Nearly as many water holes have been sunk, which 
will be of use in the fire season. 

The approaches to the Woods are in better condition than they 
were a year ago, though the Dungeon road, on the eastern side 
of Breed's pond, under control of the Public Water Board, is 
the worse by another year's wear and neglect. 

The Street Department has put Lynnfield street into excellent 
shape. It only needs the prospective widening to be an agree- 
able entrance to the Woods, as views of Sluice Pond are to be 
had through the locust and pine groves by its border. 

In connection with the Lynnfield street improvements the 
Street Department began some necessary work upon that portion 
of the Great Woods road that should be cared for by the City, 
leading from Lynnfield street to the Commissioners' line. This 
work was not completed. 

The Lynn and Boston Railroad has carried out its agreement 
to pave between its tracks in Park avenue, and the Street Depart- 
ment has partially graded this avenue to the line of the reservation, 
where it meets the Penny Brook road. It is now possible — on 
the authority of our wheeling member — to make the circuit of 
the Woods on a bicycle without dismounting. 

The old way to Dungeon Rock was by the road now called 
Linwood street, from Walnut street by Holder's Pond. We 
have graded so much of this road as lies within the Woods. 
If the City Council should carry out the proposed relocation of 
Lover's Leap avenue this would make the nearest route from the 
centre of the city to the heart of the Woods. 

The Way cross road, though the last built, was a contract road, 
and consequently had a very thin face of gravel. We have this 
year heavily surfaced this road. 

Portions of the Penny Brook road have been treated in the 
same manner. 

The Great Woods road at Blood Swamp landing has received 
attention, and the Dungeon road has been improved by removing 
a small hill at the head of Breed's Pond. 
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Once more we have to growl at the management of the Street 
Railroad Company. 

The annual coloring that makes the New England woods in 
autumn atone for the severity of our winters assumes its richest 
tints about the first of October. This year we have had a speci- 
ally gorgeous exhibition, which continued almost through the 
month. 

The coming on of this season seems to give the signal for the 
street cars to be withdrawn from the Woods. 

In fact, the last day of September was the last week day that 
the cars were allowed to run, much to the disgust of the lovers of 
nature, who treasure these autumnal glories. 

The utility of the towers already erected on Burrill Hill and 
" The Island " prompts the Commissioners to build a similar one 
next year upon Mount Gilead, unless from some source funds 
are provided to erect a substantial Tracy tower upon that com- 
manding spot. 

A number of chestnut trees, brought from New Hampshire, 
were set out during the fall, and it is hoped that the squirrels 
and the boys may enjoy the fruit thereof in the years to come. 

The quail donated by the New England Fish and Game Pro- 
tective Association have been fed and liberated. They have 
thrived so far, and the winter will test their power of adaptation 
to the new conditions. 

The mystery of Dungeon Rock loses no part of its fascination 
for citizens or strangers as the years roll by. This year we 
have repaired the stone stairway of the time of the Marble occu- 
pation, have put a new railing in the cave, have put up hitching- 
posts and seats near the rock, and rebuilt the horse-sheds which 
were crushed by gale and snow last winter. 

The cave can now be explored at convenient seasons. It has 
been photographed by flash-light and half-toned for the illus- 
trated papers. More people have visited it this year than in any 
year since the heyday of the spiritual seances of a generation 
ago. 

To give an idea of how visitors are impressed, we copy from 
the repoYt of the secretary of one organization : 
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" The Young People's Christian Union of the Universalist 
Church held its decennial jubilee convention in Lynn, the city 
of its birth, July 12-19. '^^^ ^^^^ ^^"^ ^^ ^^^ convention dates 
vsrere devoted to the regular sessions, and the remainder of the 
programme was planned by a local excursion committee. 

" The first excursion was an Essex County trolley ride, with 
the Lynn Woods reservation as the first objective point. 

"A heavy rain on the i6th, followed by a morning which 
found the weather-wise in doubt as to the prospects of a fair day, 
caused some of the older members of the Union to forego the 
pleasure of the trip ; but over three hundred took cars at the 
appointed time and started for the Woods in two sections, to 
meet at Dungeon Rock, one party going over the Lynnhurst line 
to the westerly end of the reservation, and the other the Wyoma 
route. Arriving at their destination, the delegates *took to the 
woods.' They had prepared themselves for the keenest enjoy- 
ment of the occasion, having given faithful attention to the 
twenty-eight sessions of a mid-summer convention, and they 
enjoyed the forenoon in Lynn Woods with the enthusiasm of 
boys and girls just from school. In groups of twos and threes, 
or in Indian file, the parties followed their leaders through the 
woods, thereby making an exchange of routes. Brief halts 
were made at Dungeon Rock, Mount Gilead, Bur rill Hill and 
Echo Rock. 

"Exclamations of delight were frequently made by members 
who came unexpectedly to some fine point of vision, or found 
beautiful specimens of our woodland flora at their feet. 

" 'I never saw such a variety of beautiful ferns in my life! * 
said one young woman. ' Oh, why do they go so fast? I would 
like to spend the entire day in this grove by the water,' sighed a 
western delegate. 

"A morning in Lynn Woods does not allow for detailed im- 
pressions ; but it did enable the members of the Y. P. C. U. to 
breathe the air of the forest, and to obtain a general picture of 
rural loveliness that will not soon be forgotten." 

One parcel acquired by the Park Commissioners in the taking 
of the Woods was a triangular piece of land on the west side of 
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Lynnfield street. The apex of the triangle was at the southeast 
corner of St. Mary's Cemetery ; the perpendicular was Lynn- 
field street; the base was a squatter title "propriety;" the 
hypothenuse was one of the stone walls of the fathers. 

Lynn, like many early settled towns of Massachusetts, was 
formerly gridironed by these useful if not ornamental fences. In 
the transition from rural to urban conditions these old walls have 
mostly disappeared ; the stones are still walls, but they are cellar 
walls instead of farm walls. 

The wall against this parcel of land was a fair sample of the 
ancient construction. It was built two and a half centuries ago. 
The Commissioners thought that sometime in the future such a 
wall along one of the old highways might be valued as a curious 
relic of the Puritan stone age, and so they have moved it to the 
Lynnfield street line, where for aught that can now be seen it 
may stand for another two hundred and fifty years. It is about 
two hundred and seventy feet long on the street line, and many 
of the stones used in it are of more than ordinary size. It is 
probably the last wall of the kind that will ever be built upon a 
street line in Lynn. 

Through the bars which were formerly at the northern end of 
this wall — a hint of which remains in the posts and path which 
indicate an entrance to the Woods — was the way to what was 
known as the Cheever pasture at the time of taking. This so- 
called pasture was a tract of about fifty acres, inclosed by the 
same kind of rude walls. It was then owned by Charles F. 
CoflUn, whose wife was the daughter of Micajah C. Pratt, the 
former owner, who was in his time a leading citizen of Lynn, 
and was the grandson of Richard Pratt, a clerkly man of the 
eighteenth century, from whose commonplace book of daily local 
happenings Alonzo Lewis made free use in writing the " History 
of Lynn." 

This tract of land is one of the most attractive spots in the 
Woods. Its controlling feature is a hill-top, one hundred and 
sixty feet above tide-water, crowned by a venerable growth of 
white pine. Common consent and that of the Park Commis- 
sioners has attached to this grove the name of Pratt Pines. To 
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make a direct way to the Pines from the street cars a causey has 
been constructed over some intervening ground, which is wet in 
the spring. 

In spite of what man has done in the past to injure these 
Woods, an impartial writer, who has written more than any 
other living person upon the necessity for the preservation of the 
natural scenery of Massachusetts, speaking of the picturesque, 
-says : 

"It is doubtful if any other tract of forest on this side the 
ocean is so rich in associations of this kind — full of the romance 
of the primitive days of witchcraft and piracy, and of the modern 
<lelusion of spirit revelation, together with its interest as the 
haunt of various peculiar characters ; while the early settlers 
have left their traces on every hand, both visibly and in the quaint 
nomenclature of the region. One must cross to Old England — 
to the haunts of Robin Hood, to Epping Forest, to the New 
Forest, and other woodland places of the mother country, for 
the like of Lynn Woods in this respect." 

PARK COMMISSIONERS, 

By Nathan M. Hawkes, 

C/tairmaft. 
Lynn, December 20, 1S99. 
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A list of species of wild birds observed in Lynn Woods and 
immediate vicinity by Frank Keene : 



American Crow, 

Red Winged Blackbird, 

Purple Grackle or Crow Blackbird, 

RuBty Blackbird, 

Cow Blackbird, 

Robin, 

Blue Bird, 

Bobolink, 

Cat Bird, 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 

Black-billed Cuckoo, 

Kingfisher, belted. 

Blue Jay, 

Kingbird, 

Whip-poor-will, 

Nighthawk, 

Golden Robin or Baltimore Oriole, 

Towhee Bunting or Chewick, 

Meadow-lark, 

Indigo-bird, 

Scarlet Tanager, 

Summer Redbird, 

Goldfinch or Yellow-bird, 

Purple Finch, 

House Wren, 

Winter Wren, 

Short-billed Marsh Wren, 

Long-billed Marsh Wren, 

Golden- winged or Flicker Woodpecker, 

Yellow-bellied, 

Downey, 

Hairy, 

Red-headed, 
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Resident. 


Breeds. 


March to November 
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April and November 
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March to October. 




Resident. 
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March to November. 
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May to October. 
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it 



i( 



( t 



it 



l« tt 

ti ^^ 

i, it 



It 
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April to November. 

Resident. 

May to September. 



it 



it 



ti 



April to September. 
May to September. 
May to October. 
March to November. 
May to September. 
May to October. 
Occasional visitor. 
Resident. 



ti 



Breeds. 


April to October. 


Winter. 


November to April ; 




go north in April. 


Breeds. 


May to October. 
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it ti it 




Resident. 




April and October. 




Resident. 



tt 



Breeds. May to October. 
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Pine Siskin, 


Winter. 


October to March ; go 
north in March. 


Chipping Sparrow, 


Breeds. 


April to October. 


White-crowned ** 




May and September. 


Song *• 




Resident. 


Fox 




March and April and 
October. 


Tree 


Winter. 


September to April; 
go north in April. 


Vesper '* 


Breeds. 


March to November. 


Savannah ** 


i( 


April to October. 


White-throated 




April and May and 


or Peabody-bird ** 




October. 


Field 


Breeds. 


April to October. 


Great Crested Flycatcher, 


It 


May to September. 


Phoebe or Pewee ** 


i( 


March to October. 


Wood Pewee '* 


(( 


April to October. 


Least 


(I 


May to October. 


Olive-sided 


ti 


May to September. 


Yellow-bellied 


(t 


t( (t It 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak, 


kt 


May to October. 


Pine 


Winter. 


December to April ; 
go north in April. 


Rubj-throated Humming-bird, 


Breeds. 


May to September. 


Purple Martin, 


(i 


tt It fc» 


Sand 


CI 


April to October. 


Barn Swallow, 


»i* 


May to September. 


Bank 


t( 


It tt tt 


Cliff 


( ( 


May to August. 


Chimney Swift, 


it 


May to September. 


White-bellied Nuthatch, 




Resident. 


Red-bellied 




tt 


Brown Creeper, 


Winter. 


October to April ; go 



Kinglet, Ruby-crowned, 

Kinglet, Golden-crested, 

American Redstart, 
Oven-bird or Golden-crowned Thrush, 

Wood " 

Hermit ** 

Wilson's ** 

Olive-backed ** 

Brown (Thrasher) ** 



Winter. 



Breeds. 

It 

tt 

1 1 
It 
tt 



north in April. 
April and May and 

September. 
January to May ; go 

north in Mav. 
May to September. 
May to October. 
May to September 
April to December. 
May to September. 
May to October. 
April to October. 
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American Crossbill, 

White-winged ** 

Red-eyed Vireo, 

White-eyed 

Blue-headed or Solitary 

Yellow-throated 

Warbling 

Bay-breasted 

Blackburnian 

Black and White 

Black and Yellow or Magnolia 

Black-throated Blue 

Black-throated Green 

Blue, Yellow-backed or Parula 

Black-poll 

Cape May 

Chestnut-sided 

Canadian 

Golden- winged 

Maryland Yellow-throat 

Nashville 

Pine-creeping 

Yellow Red-poll or Palm 

Yellow-rumped or Myrtle 

Yellow or Summer Yellow-bird 

Prairie, 

Snow Bunting, 

Great Northern Shrike 

or Butcher-bird, 
Cedar-bird or Wax-wing, 
Junco or Snow-bird, 

Red-poll Linnet, 

Black-capped Chickadee, 
Quail or Bob-white, 
Ruffed Grouse or Partridge, 
American Woodcock, 
Carolina Dove or Turtle Dove, 
Great Blue Heron, 
Night •' 

Little Green " 
American Bittern, 



Warbler, 
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Winter. September to April; 

north in April. 
Occasional winter visitor. 
Breeds. May to October. 



it 



(( 



Breeds. 



Breeds, 
it 



Breeds. 



Breeds. 
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Breeds. 

ii 

Winter. 

Winter. 

Breeds. 
Winter. 

Winter. 



Breeds. 



Breeds. 



4( 



II 



11 



May and October. 
May to September. 



II 



II 



II 



May and September. 



II 



II 



II 



May to October. 
May and September. 
May and October. 
May to October. 
April to September. 
June and October. 
May and September. 
May to September. 
May and October. 
May and September. 
May to October. 



II 



II 



May and October. 

April and October. 

Resident. 

May to September. 



II 



»t 



II 



November to March ; 

go north in March. 
November to March ; 

go north in March. 
Feb. to November. 
September to May ; 

go north in May. 
October to April ; go 

north in April. 
Resident. 
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April to November. 
May to September. 
May and September. 
April to September. 
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ii 

it 



it 
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Red-tailed or Hen Hawk, 
Marsh •» 

Sharp-shinned ** 

Sparrow 
Goshawk 



ii 



(( 



(t 



4( 



Duck 

Red-shouldered 

Great Horned Owl (Rare) 

Barred 

Saw-whet 
Screech *" 



c< 



«( 



Breeds. 



«( 



Winter. 



Winter. 



(t 



March to October. 
March to November. 
March to November. 
Ma^ and September. 
December to March ; 
go north in March. 
October. 

April and September. 
September to May. 
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it 



September to April. 
Resident. 
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LYNN WOODS. 



Topographical and Geological Features.* 

Standing on North Rock in the Highlands and looking in a 
northwest direction, one sees a line of hills that are at a right 
angle with the line of vision. To the east he sees a valley begin- 
ning at King's Beach and extending northwest to the Lynnfield 
line. To the south he sees a level plain with extensive marshes 
reaching to Revere and Maiden. This is the valley of Saugus 
River. From this valley, leading -northwesterly, is another 
valley extending north of Birch Pond, where it ends in a ridge of 
gravel 60 feet in height. Between the east and west valleys lies 
the district called Lynn Woods, the rocky, precipitous and 
w^ood-covered hills of which are objects of interest even when 
seen from a distance. Turning to the southeast he sees these 
rocky elevations continued and finally ending in Sagamore Hill 
and Red Rock, on the lines of the ocean and harbor. 

This tract is about four and one-half miles in length and from 
one and one-fourth to two miles in breadth. It is divided into 
four sections by valleys which cross it from east to west where 
drift has entirely covered the rock in place, and the drainage in 
every case is from the eastern to the western side. 

Section No. i is at the north boundary of the city, with a 
spur extending nearly a mile into Lynnfield. Near the highest 
point in this section is situated Nell's Pond, supposed to be the 
most elevated sheet of water in this vicinity. The drainage of 
this section is east to Strawberry Brook, north to Cedar Pond, 
the source of Tapley*s Brook, one of the principal branches of 
the North River in Salem, west into Hawkes' Brook and south 
into Glen Lewis and Walden Ponds. In this section are Bow 
Ridge, Robin Rock, the Wolf Pits, Weetamoo Cliff, Mount 
Hermon and Mount Spickett. 

•This paper was prepared by Capt. Joseph M. Rowcll, an enthusiastic student of our 
local geology. I^ynn is about to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary under the city charter. 
This paper will have an added interest as coming from the pen of the vigorous but only 
survivor of its first City Council. 
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The rock is sienite, the felspar of which is a bluish green, 
giving the rock a very dark look. A boulder of this rock lies in 
a deep depression north of Glen Lewis Pond. It is the largest 
of its class known in our city, measuring 127 feet in circumfer- 
ence and 26 feet in height. Another of the same rock stands on 
the edge of a precipice west of Jordan's Quarry. It is pyramidal 
in form and measures 103 feet in circumference and 30 feet in 
height. There are several others which are supposed to weigh 
over 200 tons. 

Section No. 2 is separated from No. i by the Walden Pond 
valley. At the west are the Saugus River -and Moore's Brook 
valleys. South are Breed's Pond and its eastern tributaries, and 
to the eastward is Sluice Pond. The northern side of this section 
is sienite and the southern felsite. Burrill Hill, Mount Gilead, 
Mount Tabor, Mount Moriah and Horehound Hill are composed 
of sienite; Dog Hill, Dungeon Hill, Lantern Rock, Cedar Hill 
and three mound-like hills between Walnut street and Breed's 
Pond are felsite. The boulders in this section are not as large or 
as numerous as in Section No. i. A large one on the west side 
of Burrill Hill is estimated to weigh 360 tons. Two more, a 
short distance north of the Dungeon, are estimated to weigh 300 
tons. These are all of sienite. 

The largest known felsite boulder in the bounds of this city is 
found a short distance south of Lantern Hill. It is partially 
buried by drift, but the part exposed is estimated to weigh 154 tons. 

The northern side of this section was formerly called the 
Middle Pasture, and the old wall which divides it from the Dun- 
geon Pasture is some rods northwest of Dungeon Rock. 

Section No. 3 is separated from No. 4 by Strawberry Brook, 
and extends from Flax Pond to Bass Rock on Saugus River. In 
this section are Tower Hill, Sadler's Rock, Pine Hill, Lovers' 
Leap, Mount Dearborn, Forest Rock and Mansfield's Hill. All 
these, with the exception of Mansfield's Hill, are porphyritic. 
Mansfield's Hill requires a closer examination than the writer 
has been able to give it. The northern side of this section was 
formerly called the Horse Pasture, and was separated from the 
Dungeon Pasture by a stone wall, some remains of which are 
still visible. 
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The boulders in this section are neither large nor numerous, 
and, although resting on felsite ledges, are mostly sienite. One 
peculiar feature of these boulders is their grouping in clusters. 
These clusters lie in a line from southwest to northeast, from the 
eastern slope of Pine Hill to the eastern boundary of Pine Grove 
Cemetery. Two or more of these are carefully preserved in a 
state of nature in the cemetery ; those on Pine Hill have been 
nearly all removed by quarry men. 

A short distance from the west side of Woodlawn street, near 
its junction with Lovers' Leap avenue, is a rock projecting 
through the drift, called the Whale's Back. It bears a strong 
resemblance to a cetecean with its head and flukes under water. 
From its rounded outline it has commonly been supposed to be a 
partially buried boulder, but a close inspection might prove 
otherwise. 

Section No. 4 is separated from Section No. 3 by Strawberry 
Brook. On the northwest side of this section are Gray's and 
Hathorne's Hills, the last of a line of wooded hills between 
Lynnfield and the ocean. The whole of this section, wherever 
the rock in place is found, is felsite. From Western avenue to 
the railroad track the rock is sparingly covered with drift, but 
southeast of the railroad the covering grows deeper, and at Broad 
street the rock is covered to the depth of 47 feet or more. Saga- 
more Hill rises above the drift at the southern end of this section, 
but the appearance of Red Rock is evidently due to the action of 
the ocean. But few boulders are found, and these are small as 
compared with those in the northern sections. The larger ones 
which were once found have been broken up for building pur- 
poses. 

The whole line of this section may be not inaptly termed the 
vertebrae of Lynn. 

The valleys which flank this line of hills on the east and west 
separate a small wooded district on each side, but a small portion 
of which is in Lynn. The city line starts from the eastern side 
of the Strawberry Brook valley and runs diagonally across the 
hills to a valley leading from Sluice Pond to Tapley's Brook in 
Peabody, formerly known as the Nunnery Pasture. The rock of 
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the hills is sienite, with many boulders, but only one of these is 
worthy of notice. This is Phaeton Rock, which is situated on a 
hill east of Cedar Pond. It is 40 feet in circumference and seven 
feet in height. It projects several feet over the edge of the cliff 
on which it rests, and formerly lay on four small boulders, one 
of which has been removed by vandal hands, but fortunately the 
rock was not disturbed. From Boston street to Western avenue 
the same rock continues. This space is known as Seldomgood 
Pasture, and has no peculiar features to attract attention. Below 
Western avenue the line is known as Bolt Hill, which extends to 
Mudge street, where it passes out of the bounds of Lynn. 

Four detached hills rise out of the Strawberry and Stacey's 
Brook valleys. They are all of sienite and are entirely sur- 
rounded by the low grounds of the valleys. Indian Hill rises out 
of Nunnery Pasture to the height of 120 feet. South of Western 
avenue are two hills separated by low grounds, both of which 
are being rapidly covered with houses. Moose Hill rises out of 
Stacey's Brook valley, part of it being within the bounds of 
Swampscott. 

Near the south side of Indian Hill is a low elevation, com- 
pletely surrounded, where the rock is found in place, with sienite. 
The rock of this hill itself is stratified and in colors. At the 
corner of Eastern and Waite's avenues, nearly a mile distant, is 
another elevation of the same description, in which the rock is 
found with still brighter colors. These isolated masses call for 
more scientific investigation. 

The valley of Moore's Brook separates the Lynn Woods from ' 
the ridge that forms the eastern bank of Saugus River. A con- 
siderable portion of this valley is within the town of Saugus, and 
the greater part of the ridge also. The western side of the Lynn 
Woods is connected with this ridge by a ridge of earth some 60 
feet in height. Through this ridge a tunnel has been driven to 
bring the waters of Hawkes' and Penny Brooks to Birch Pond. 

From this point the ridge runs south. On the east side is 
Birch Pond, on the west side Saugus River. A short distance 
below the road leading from Birch Pond to Saugus Centre the 
remains of a cellar may be seen, which was once covered, so 
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tradition says, by a garrison house. A short distance south of 
this a valley known as Pirates' Glen begins, which separates the 
ridge on the eastern side in Lynn from that on Saugus River. 
The boundary line between city and town continues in or near 
the glen to the bridge in East Saugus. The ridge in Lynn is 
known as Vinegar Hill and runs south to Saugus River at its 
junction with Moore's Brook. 
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Area of Public Grounds and Cemeteries. 

ACRKS. 

Ljnn Woods (taken under Park Act) looo 

Meadow Park ... 3©)^ 

Ljnn Common and Park lo 

Goldfish Pond Park (land and water) 2 

Oceanside Park 2 

King's Beach Park >^ 

Rifle Range 17 

Washington Square 34 

Highland Square _J^ 

Pine Grove Cemetery 165 

St. Joseph's (R. C.) Cemetery 34 

St. Mary's (R. C) Cemetery 22 

Friends* Cemetery i}^ 

Eastern Burial Ground 2}^ 

Western Burial Ground 2}^ 



Ponds. 



Hawkes . 

Walden 

Glen Lewis 

Birch Brook . 

Breed's . 

Flax 

Sluice 

Floating Bridge 

Cedar 

Holder's 

Lily 



Land Bordering Ponds. 

(Bought by Water Board.) 



Breed's . 
Birch . 
Walden . 
Glen Lewis 



ACRES. 

130 

1 28 

36 
84 
64 

75 

50 

17 

4 

7 

4 



ACRKS. 

86 
80 

527 
109 



Distances. 

From Central Square to station, terminus of Lynn & Boston 

Railroad at Glen Lewis Pond .... 
From same to Walden Pond dam, via Walnut street . 
From station at Glen Lewis Pond to dam by pond roads 
From Walnut and Myrtle streets to Dungeon Rock . 
From same to Mt. Gilead by Dungeon Rock 



MILKS. 

3 

5 
2 



;8 

2}4 
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From same by Mt. Gilead and Dungeon Rock to station at Glen 

Lewis Pond 

From station at Glen Lewis Pond to Mt. Gilead 

From station at Glen Lewis Pond to Burrill Hill 

From Walnut street and Park avenue to Lantern Rock 

From Walnut street and Park avenue to Dungeon Rock 

From Walnut street and Park avenue to Mt. Gilead . 

From Walnut street and Park avenue to Walden Pond by Glen 

road 



3^ 






Height of Hills. 

(From State Map.) 

Burrill Hill 

Mt. Hermon, near station at Glen Lewis Pone) 

Pine Hill, bv reservoir 

Mt. Gilead 

Duugeon Rock 

Cedar Hill 

High Rock 

Weetamoo Cliff 

Mt. Lebanon 

Mt. Moriah 

Mt. Tabor 

Mt. Seir 

Indian Hill 



FBET. 

285 
278 
224 
267 
210 
220 
190 
250 
265 
212 
222 
22S 
160 
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ACTS OF 1882. CHAPTER 154. 

As amended by Chap. 240 of the Acts of 1S90. 

An Act Authorizing Towns and Cities to Lay 
Out Public Parks within Their Limits. 

Be it enacted^ etc,^ as follows : — 

Section i. Any town in this Commonwealth Cities and 
which accepts the provisions of this act in the manner ©uTpuWi/ *^ 
hereinafter prescribed may, at a legal meeting called parks, 
for the purpose, elect three competent persons who 
shall constitute a Board of Park Commissioners for 
such town, and may prescribe their terms of office ; 
and the Mayor of any city which in such manner 
accepts said provisions may, with the approval of the 
City Council, as soon as may be after such accept- 
ance, appoint five competent persons who shall con- 
stitute a Board of Park Commissioners for such city, 
and who shall hold their offices until the expiration of 
terms of one, two, three, four, and five years respect- 
ively, from the first Monday in May next following 
such appointment; and the Mayor shall, before the 
first Monday in May in each year thereafter, with like Commission- 
approval appoint one such Commissioner to continue ®'^®^? I** 

*- ^ ^^ appointed. 

in office for five years from the expiration of the term 
of the Commissioner then next outgoing. No person 
shall be such Commissioner who is at the same time a 
Selectman or Treasurer or Clerk, or a member of the 
City Council, Clerk or Treasurer of such city ; and 
any such Commissioner may be removed by a vote of 
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two-thirds of the legal voters of such town at a legal 
town meeting called for the purpose, or by a concur- 
rent vote of two-thirds of the whole of each branch of 
such City Council. 

Vacancies. Sect. 2. Any vacancy occurring in such Board 

shall be filled for the residue of the term of the Com- 
missioner whose place is to be filled in the manner in 
which such Commissioner was originally appointed. 

To serve Sucli Commissioners shall serve without compen- 

^iritliout , ^ 

compensation. SatlOn. 

Sect. 3. Such boards of Park Commissioners 
Powers and shall have povver to locate within the limits of their 
respective towns or cities a public park or parks, and 
for that purpose from time to time to take in fee by 
purchase, gift, devise, or otherwise, any and all such 
lands as they may deem desirable therefor, or to take 
bonds for the conveyance thereof to their respective 
towns or cities ; to lay out and improve any such park 
or parks ; to make rules for the use and government 
thereof, and for breaches of such rules to affix 
penalties not exceeding twenty dollars for one offense, 
to be imposed by any court of competent jurisdiction ; 
to appoint all necessary engineers, surveyors, clerks, 
and other oflScers, including a police force, to act in 
such parks ; to define the powers and duties of such 
officers and fix the amount of their compensation ; 
and generally to do all acts needful for the proper 
execution of the powers and duties granted to or 
imposed upon such town or city or upon such boards 
by this act; provided^ however^ that no land shall 
No expense to be taken, or any other thing involving an expenditure 
until an ^^ money be done, under this act, until an appropria- 

appropriation tion Sufficient to cover the estimated expense thereof 
two-tiiirdJvote.^^^^^ ^^ ^ town have been made by a vote of two-thirds 
of the legal voters present and voting in a legal town 
meeting called for the purpose, or in a city by a vote 
of two-thirds of each branch of the City Council ; 
and such expenditure shall in np case exceed the 
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appropriations made therefor, and all contracts made 
for expenditures beyond the amount of such appro- 
priations shall be void ; provided further^ that in a Taking; land 
town no taking of land otherwise than by purchase "^'^J^n,""^* 
shall be valid unless such taking is reported to the town, 
town, filed, accepted, and allowed, as provided by 
section seventy-one of chapter forty-nine of the Public 
Statutes in the case of laying out town ways. 

Sect. 4. Such Board shall, within sixty days Description of 

- , ,. - ,, , ,. ^, 1 land taken to 

after the takmg of any land under this act, file and ^c ^corded in 
cause to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the «g»stryof 
county or district in which any land so taken is 
situated a description thereof sufficiently accurate for 
identifying the same. 

Sect. 5. Such boards shall respectively estimate Determination 
and determine all damages sustained by any person *^* *^*"*****' 
by the taking of land, or by other acts of such boards 
in the execution of the powers vested in them respect- 
ively by this act ; but a person aggrieved by any such 
determination of the Board may have his damages 
assessed by a jury of the superior court in the same 
manner as is provided by law with respect to damages 
sustained by reason of the laying out of ways. If 
upon trial damages are increased beyond the awards 
the party in whose favor the award was made shall 
recover his costs ; otherwise he shall pay costs ; and 
costs shall be taxed as in civil cases. 

Sect. 6. The fee of any land taken or purchased Fee of land to 
by such Boards in any town or city for a park under city or town, 
this act shall vest in the town or city in which such 
park is laid out ; and such town or city shall be liable 
to pay all damages assessed or determined, as pro- 
vided in the preceding section, and all other costs and 
expenses incurred by its Board of Park Commis- 
sioners in the execution of the powers vested in such 
Board by this act. Any town or city shall also be 
authorized to take and hold in trust or otherwise, any 
devise, grant, gift, or bequest that may be made for 
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the purpose of laying out, improving, or ornamenting 
any park or parks therein. 

Sect. 7. The boards of Park Commissioners in 
their respective towns and cities shall have the same 
authority to determine the value of, and assess upon 
real estate the amount of, betterments accruing to said 
real estate by the locating and laying out of a park or 
parks under this act, that is conferred by chapter 
fifty-one of the Public Statutes upon boards of city or 
town officers authorized to lay out streets or ways ; 
and the provisions of the first eight sections of said 
chapter relating to ways, shall apply to such assess- 
ments by boards of Park Commissioners in respect to 
the location and laying out of parks as aforesaid ; 
provided^ however^ that no assessments shall be laid 
upon any real estate except such as abuts upon the 
park from the laying out of which the betterment 
accrues, or upon a street or way bounded by such 
park. 

Sect. 8. Any town or city in which a public 
park is laid out under this act may raise, appropriate, 
and expend such sums of money as may be deemed 
best for the purchase and improvement of such park 
or parks; subject to the laws of this Commonwealth 
limiting municipal indebtedness. 

Sect. 9. For the purpose of defraying the 
expenses incurred under the provisions of this act, the 
City Council of any city shall have authority to issue 
from time to time, and to an amount not exceeding 
the sum actually expended for the purchase or taking 
of lands for a park or parks, bonds or certificates of 
debt, to be denominated on the face thereof the 
" Public Park Loan," and to bear interest at such 
rates and to be payable at such times as said City 
Council may determine. For the redemption of such 
loan, such City Council shall establish a sinking fund 
sufficient, with the accumulating interest, to provide 
for the payment of such loan at maturity. All 
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amounts received for betterments shall be paid into 
such sinking fund until such fund shall amount to a 
sum sufficient with its accumulations to pay at 
maturity the bonds for the security of which the fund 
was established. 

Sect. 10. All lands taken or held under this act Land to be 
shall forever be kept opened and maintained as a f**!^^*' *"**"" 

*^ ^ tained as a. 

public park or parks. No building covering more public park, 
than six hundred square feet shall be placed or 
allowed to remain on any such park ; and no street or Amended, 
way, and no steam or horse railroad, shall be laid out see Acts of 

, , 1893, Chapter 

over any portion of a park located imder this act, 75. 
except at such places and in such manner as the Board 
of Park Commissioners shall approve. 

Sect. ii. No military encampment, parade, drill, Military 

« .1 ^^^. ii* • 111 encampment, 

review, or other military evolution or exercise shall ^^^ ^^^ 
be held or performed on any park laid out as afore- mitiedwith. 
said except with the consent of such board, nor shall board*""" 
any military body without such consent enter or move 
in military order within such park, except in case of 
riot, insurrection, rebellion, or war. 

Sect. 12. All such boards of Park Commission- Annual 
ers shall make reports of their respective doings, "^** 
including detailed statements of all receipts, expendi- 
tures, and liabilities for the preceding year; such 
reports to be made in towns at the annual town 
meetings, and at such other times as the town may 
direct, and in cities to the City Council annually in 
the month of December. 

Sect. 13. This act shall not take full effect in any when to take 
town or city unless accepted by a majority of the effect, 
legal voters of such towns or city present and voting 
thereon by ballot and using the check list, at a meet- 
ing or meetings notice whereof has been duly given 
at least seven days beforehand. Such ballots shall be 
*'yes" or *' no" in answer to the question, *' Shall an 
act passed by the Legislature of the Commonwealth 
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in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two, entitled 
'An act authorizing towns and cities to lay out public 
parks within their limits,' be accepted ? " In a town 
such meetings shall be called and notified in the man- 
ner in which meetings for the election of town officers 
are called and notified ; and in a city meetings to act 
thereon shall be held at one time in the usual voting 
places of the city, on such days as shall be designated 
by the Board of Aldermen at any regular meeting, 
and shall be called and notified by the Board of Alder- 
men in the manner in which meetings for the election 
of municipal officers are called and notified. The 
ballots cast shall be assorted, counted, and public 
declaration made thereof in open town or ward meet- 
ing, and the number of ballots respectively cast shall 
be registered in the town or ward records as the case 
may be. The clerk of each ward in a city shall, with- 
in forty-eight hours of the close of the polls, make 
return to the Board of Aldermen of the number of 
ballots cast in his ward in favor of the acceptance of 
this act, and of the number cast against its acceptence. 
The Selectmen and Town Clerk of a town and the 
Board of Aldermen of a city in which such meeting 
or meetings are held shall certify, as soon as may be 
thereafter, to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
the whole number of ballots cast in favor of the 
acceptance of this act, and the whole number cast 
against its acceptance ; and if it shall appear that a 
majority of the ballots have been cast in favor of 
acceptance, the said secretary shall immediately issue 
and publish his certificate declaring this act to have 
been duly accepted by such town or city. 
Second meet. Sect. 14. No second meeting for the purpose of 
cafi^^'within voting upon the question of accepting this act shall be 
twelvemonths called within twelve months of the first, unless the 
rora e rs . ^^^^ meeting shall have failed through illegality or 
irregularity in the proceedings. 
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Sect. 15. This act shall take effect upon its pas- 
sage. 

[Approved, April 13, 1882.] 

NoTB.— This act was accepted by the City of Lynn at the State election 
held Nov. 6, 1888. 



ACTS, 1893. CHAPTER 75. 

An Act Relating to the Erection of 
Buildings in Public Parks. 

Be it enacted^ etc,^ as follows: — 

Section i. The Park Commissioners of any city BuUdingsfor 
or town in this Commonwealth may erect and main- freshmcntmay 
tain in the parks of their respective cities or towns, be erected in 
that now are or hereafter may be under their control, ""'***° P"''** 
except in such parks as comprise less than one hun- 
dred acres in extent, structures for the shelter and 
refreshment of persons frequenting such parks, and 
for other park purposes, of such materials and in such 
places as in the opinion of the Fire Commissioners, 
if any, of such cities or towns, do not endanger build- 
ings beyond the limits of such parks. 

Sect. 2. Section sixteen of chapter fifty-four of p. s. 54, §i6, 
the Public Statutes shall not apply to such buildings. "°* °*ppy» 

Sect. 3. This act shall not apply to the city of Not to apply 
Boston. '** ^^'**"- 

[Approved, March 9, 1893.] 
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ACTS OF 1898, CHAPTER 500. 

An Act Relative to the Disfigurement of Objects by 
THE Posting of Advertisements or Otherwise. 

Be it enacted^ etc.^ as follows : — 

Section i. Section one hundred and two of chapter two 
hundred and three of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by 
striking out the whole of said section and inserting in place there- 
of the following : Section 102. Whoever paints or puts upon, 
or in any manner afiixes to any fence, structure, pole, rock, or 
other object, the property of another, whether within or without 
the limits of the highway, any words, device, trade- mark, adver- 
tisement, or notice, not required by law to be posted thereon, 
without first obtaining the written consent of the owner or tenant 
of such property, shall, on complaint of such owner or his ten- 
ant, or any municipal or public officer, be punished by fine not 
exceeding ten dollars. 

Sect. 2. Any word, device, trade-mark, advertisement, or 
notice, painted/' put up, or affixed within the limits of a highway 
in violation of the provisions of the preceding section of this act 
shall be deemed to be a public nuisance ; and may be forthwith 
removed or obliterated and abated by any person. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of July, 
in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-eight. 

[Approved June 6, 1898.] 

The Trustees of Public Reservations, in their report for 1898, 
after giving the last-named act, say : 

"Another attempt to limit offensive advertising was before the 
legislature last year, but was not successful, the bill presented 
having failed of passage by a narrow margin. Its object was to 
place under the control of the local Park Commissioners the 
regulation of public advertisements within a certain distance of 
parks and parkways. The ground upon which it was supported 
was that the exhibition of offensive advertisements in the imme- 
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diate neighborhood of parks and parkways tends to take away 
the value of these lands for the purpose for which they have been 
secured by the public at large expense. Objection was made 
that it deprived land-owners of a more or less valuable privilege 
in letting their lands for the erection of bill boards. This argu- 
ment overlooks the fact that, until the park or parkway is laid 
out, the land has no value for such a purpose. The proposition 
is not, therefore, to take a value from the land which it already 
has, but to prevent the land-owners from taking from the land 
which the public has bought for a park or parkway that element 
of restfulness and beauty for which it was acquired. As a mat- 
ter of fact, it was not land- owners who opposed the bill, nor 
advertisers, but solicitors of advertisements, who feared that the 
scope of their opportunities of exhibition of advertisements might 
be limited. The bill is again before the legislature, and your 
committee are united in the hope that it may receive enactment." 



ORDINANCES- 



The Board of Park Commissioners of the City of Lynn, by 
vMrtue of its authority to make rules for the use and government 
of the Public Parks of said City, and for breaches of such rules 
to affix penalties, hereby ordains that within the limits of Lynn 
Woods, Meadow Park and Oceanside, except with the prior 
consent of the Board, it is forbidden : 

1. To cut, break, injure, deface, defile or ill use any building, 
fence, or other construction, or any tree, bush or turf, or any 
other thing or property. 

2. To have possession of any freshly-plucked tree or bush. 

3. To throw stones or other missiles; to discharge or carry 
firearms, except by members of the police force in the discharge 
of their duties ; to discharge or carry fire-crackers, torpedoes or 
fireworks ; to make fires ; to have any intoxicating beverages ; to 
sell, to offer or expose for sale any goods or wares ; to post or 
display signs, placards, flags or advertising devices ; to solicit 
subscriptions or contributions ; to play games of chance, or have 
possession of instruments of gambling ; to utter profane, threat- 
ening, abusive or indecent language, or to do any obscene or 
indecent act ; to bathe or fish ; to solicit the acquaintance of, or 
follow, or otherwise annoy other visitors. 

4. To allow cattle, horses or other animals to pass over or 
stray upon the Park lands, provided that this shall not apply to 
those used for pleasure travel when on the ways or places pro- 
vided and open for the purpose. 

5. To drive a horse or horses at a rate faster than eight miles 
an hour. 
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6. To ride a horse at a rate faster than ten miles an hour, 

7. To drive or ride any animal not well broken and under 
perfect control of the driver. 

8. To play ball or other games or sports, except on grounds 
provided therefor. 

9. To engage in conversation with men at work, or to 
obstruct, hinder or embarrass their movements. 

10. To refuse to obey the orders or requests of either of the 
Commissioners, or of the Park police, or other agents of the 
Commissioners, and to refuse to assist them when required. 

Any person wilfully doing either of the things above forbid- 
<ien shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Compliance with the foregoing regulations is a condition of 
the use of these premises. 
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